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rom ‘H. CROMWELL, Esq. 77

no moré to fay, but to defire you to oive my
fervice (that is nothing) to your friends, and
to belieys that T'am nothing more than
' o Your, &c.
- Ex nihilo nil fit. LUcr.
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May 10, 1708.

X 70U talk of fame and glory, and of the
great men of Antiquity: Pray, tell me,
what ‘are all your great dead men, but {o many
little living letters? Whata vaft reward 1s here
for 4ll the ink wafted by Wiriters, and all the
blood fpilt by Princes? There was in old time
one Severus a Roman Emperor. T dare fay
you never call’d him' by any other name in
your life: and yet in his days hel was ftyled
Lucias, Septimius, Severus, Pius, Pertinax;
Auguftus, Parthicus, Adiabenicus, - Arabicus;
Maximus, and what not? What a prodigious
wafte of letters has time made! what 2 number
have heie dropt off, and left the poor furviving
{evenunattended ! -For my own’part, four are all
I havé to take carefor; and Tll be judg’d by
you if ‘any man cow’d live in lefs compafs?
Well, for the futare I'll drown all high
thoughts
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thoughts in the Lethe of cowflip-wine; as for
Faine, Renown, Reputation, take *em, Critics!

Tradam protervis in Mare Criticum
Ventrs.
If ever I feek for Immortality here, may I

be damn’d, for there’s not {
Poet’s being damn’d :

o much d: nger in a

Danmnation follows death in other mern,
But your damn’d Poet lives and writes agen.
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Nov. 1, 1708,

Have been fo well fatisfy’d with the Coun-
try ever fince I {aw you, that I have not
once thought of the Town, or enquir’d of any
one in it befides Mr, W yeherley and yourfelf.
And from him I underftand of your journey
this fummer into Leicefterhire; from whence
I guefs you are return’d by this time, to your
old apartment in the widow’s corner, to your
old bufinefs of comparing Critics, and recon-
ciling Commentators, and to your old diverfions
of a lofing game at picquet with the ladies, and
half a play, or a quarter of a play, at the thea-
tre: whereyou are none of the malicious audi-
ence, but the chief of amorous fpeQators; and
for
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