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crovM H CROMWELL,Esq, 81
that of Prophecy. Bat I ftill believe Mr, Wy-

cherley’s intentions were good, and am fatif-
fy’d that he promifes nothing, but with a real
defign to perform- it: how much foever his
other excellent qualities” are above my imita-
tion, his fincerity, Ihope, is not; and it is with
the utmoft that I am,

Sir, &c.

LT T-ERE

Jan. 22, 1708-9.

IHad fent you the inclos’d * papers before

this time, but that T intended to have brought
them myfelf, and afterwards could find no'op-
portunity of fending them without fufpicion of
their mifcarrying; not, that they are of the
leaft value, but for fear fome body might be
foolith enough to imagine them fo, and inquifi-

]

tive enough to difcover thofe faults which I (by
r1

!

[

your help) would correct. I therefore beg the
favour of you to let them go no farther than
your chamber, and to be very free of your re-
marks in the margins, not only in regard to the

* This was a tranflation | appears by an advertifement
of the firft book of Statius, | before the firft edirion of at
done when the author was | in a mifcellany’ publifh'd by
but fourteen years old, as | B. Lintot. §% 1711 P.
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accuracy, but to the ]"%-:!uT.Itj,' of the tran{lation;

which I have not E'--ni time to compare with its
original, And I defire you to be the more fe-
vere, as it is much more criminal for: me to
make another {

my own proper perfon.  For your better help

1n comparing, it may be fit to tell vo u, that this

1
- 1 1 e
peak nonfenfe, that to do it in

T |

is not an entire verfion of the firft ‘:-c_‘;-:'.':'\. There
1s an omiffion from the 168th line—Fam mur-
mura ferpunt Plebis Agenoree~—to the 312th—
Interea patriisolim « agus extl ab or, r——ﬁmwun
thefe ® two “smuus has a defcri pt;- n of the coun-
cil of the Gods, and a fpeech of Jupiter; which
contain a peculiar beauty and m: ajefty, and were
left out for no other 1u1ﬁ"]‘| but becaufe the
confequence of this machine appears not till the
fecond book.) 'The tranflation goes on from
thence to-the words Hic vers ambobu (s rabiem
Jortuna cruentam, where there is an odd ac-
count of a battle at fifty-cuffs between the two
Princes on a very {light occafion, and at a time
when, one would thmk the fltjfrue of their jour-
ney, in {o tempeftuous a night, m-:rht have ren-
der’d them very unfit for fuch a fcuﬁm. This
I had aGually tranflated, but was very ill fatif-
fied with it, even in my own words, to which

an author cannot but be partial enough of con-

L rE e - : 2 e Sl
°® Thefe he fince fJ.dI]hllLCiJ) and they are extant in the
: 5 P

pr inted VEII1ON.
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feience; it was therefore omitted in this copy,
which goes on above eighty lines farther, at the
words—Hic primum luflrare oculis, &c.—to the
end of the book.

You will find, T doubt not, that Statius was
none of the difcreeteft Poets, tho’ he was the
beft verfifier next Virgil: In the very begin-
ning he unluckily betrays his ignorance in the
rules of Poetry (which Horace had already
taught the Romans) when he atks his Mufe
where to begin his Thebaid, and {eems to doubt
whether it thould not be @b ovo Ledeo. When
he comes to the fcene of his Poem, and the
prize in difpute between the brothers, he gives
us a very mean opinion of it—Pugna ¢ff de
paupere regno.—Very different from the con-
dué of his mafter Virgil, who at the entrance
of his Poem informs his reader of the greatnefs
of its fubject.—Tante molis erat Romanam con-
dere gentem. [Boflu on Epic Poetry.] There
are innumerable little faults n him, among
which I cannot but take notice of one in this
book, where, {peaking of the implacable hatred
of the brothers, he fays, The whole world would
be too fmall a prize to repay [o much imprety.

Quid fi peteretur crimine tanto
Limes uterque poli, quem Sol emiffus Eoo
g L J- et
Cardine, quem porta vergens profpectat Toera?

G 2 This
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This was pretty well, one would think, al-

ready, but he goes on,

B e g e e g ok ey e
.E-\»‘?_:.f_.-_,fé’.-’—,’c: j"-: OCHL L7 ras fﬂ"‘:‘}r."-':{irj.f-'h‘,{l aere f.’.’.’:é;‘ it

Avius, aut Borew gelidas, madidive tepentes
lone Not: 2
After all this, what could a Poet think of
but Heaven itfelf for the prize! but what fol-
lows is aftonithing,
Qud fi Tyrice Phrygieve fub unum
Convestentur opes €

I do not remember to have met with fo
great a fall in any antient author whatfoever.
I thould not have infifted fo much on the fanlts
of this Peet, if I did not hope you would take

the fame freedom with, and revenge it, upon
his Tranflator. I fhall be extremely olad if

the reading this can be any amufement to you,
the rather becaufe I had the diffatisfaction to
hear you have been confin’d to your chamber
by an illnefs, which, I fear, was as troublefome
a companion as I have fometimes been in
the fame place; where, if ever you found
any pleafure in my company, it muoift {urely
have been that, which moft men take in ob-
ferving the faults and follies of another;
fure, which, you fee, I take care to give you
even in my abfence,

d pica—
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If you will oblige me at your leifure with
the confirmation of your recovery, under your
own hand, it will be extremely grateful to me,
for next to the pleafure of fecing my friends, 1s
that I take in hearing from them ; and in this
particular I am beyond all acknowledgments
obliged to our friend Mr. Wycherley. I know
I need no apology to you for fpeaking of him,
whofe example as I am proud of following in
all things, {o in nothing more than in profefs-
ing myfelf, like him,

Your, &c.

LB T TE R Vi

March 4, 1709.

O U had long before this time been trou-

bled with a letter from me, but that I de-
ferred it till T could fend you either the * Mif-
cellany, or my continuation of the verfion of
Statius. 'The firft I imagin’d you might have
had before now, but fince the contrary has hap-
pen’d, you may draw this moral from it, That
authors in general are meore ready to write non-
fenfe than bookfellers are to publith it. I had

* Jacob Tonfon’s fixth vo- | Paftorals, and fome verfions
lume of Poetical Mifcella- | of Homer and Chaucer were
nies, in which Mr, Pope’s | firft printed. P.
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