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If you will oblige me at your leifure with
the confirmation of your recovery, under your
own hand, it will be extremely grateful to me,
for next to the pleafure of fecing my friends, 1s
that I take in hearing from them ; and in this
particular I am beyond all acknowledgments
obliged to our friend Mr. Wycherley. I know
I need no apology to you for fpeaking of him,
whofe example as I am proud of following in
all things, {o in nothing more than in profefs-
ing myfelf, like him,

Your, &c.

LB T TE R Vi

March 4, 1709.

O U had long before this time been trou-

bled with a letter from me, but that I de-
ferred it till T could fend you either the * Mif-
cellany, or my continuation of the verfion of
Statius. 'The firft I imagin’d you might have
had before now, but fince the contrary has hap-
pen’d, you may draw this moral from it, That
authors in general are meore ready to write non-
fenfe than bookfellers are to publith it. I had

* Jacob Tonfon’s fixth vo- | Paftorals, and fome verfions
lume of Poetical Mifcella- | of Homer and Chaucer were
nies, in which Mr, Pope’s | firft printed. P.
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I know not what ext motdm;‘w flux of rh 1yme
upon me for three da\a together, in which
time all the verfes you fee JT , have been
written ; which I tell you, that you may more
freely L'L fevere upm them. ’I'is a mercy |
do not affault you with a number of original
Sonnets and ’Cmtlmmq which our modern bards
put forth in tht {pring-time, in as great abund-
ance, as trees do bloflfoms, a very few where-
of ever come to the fr uit, and D](_u;t no longer
than juft in their bir th. ihC} make no h,f
hafte to bring their flowers of wit to the pref
than gardeners to bring their other flowers [‘J
the market, which if rha‘} can’t get off their
hands in the mo; ning are fure to die before
night. Thus the fame reafon that furnifhes
Covent. garden with thofe nofegays you fo de-
light in, { (upplies the Niufes ercury ard Bri-
xy’zﬁ Apollp (nc* to fay Facob’s Mifcellanies)
with verfes. And it is the happinefs of this
age, that the modern invention of printing po-
ems for pence a- piece, has brought the nofe-
g'i} s of Parnaflus to be.l' the (; ame price ; where-

b 3

by the plalﬂltk {pirited Mr., Henry Hills of
Ilam friars has been the caufe of great eafe
and fingular comfort to all the Jes .[“,d who
NEvVer over-a boundum In tranfitory coin, ﬂJouId
not be difcontented (Immu,m; cven tho’ po-
ems were diftributed o1
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like Bunyan’s fermons and other pious treatifes,
ufually publifh’d i0 a like volume and cha-
racter,

The time now drawing nigh, when you ufe
with Sappho to crofs the water in an evening to
Spring-garden, I hope you will have a fair op-
portunity of ravifhing her : — I mean only (as
Oldfox in the Plain-dealer fays) thro’ the ear,
with your well-penn’d verfes. I with you all
the pleafures which the feafon and the nymph
can afford ; the beft company, the beft coffee,
and the beft news you can defire : and what
more to wifh you than this, I do not know;
unlefs it be a great deal of patience to read and
examine the verfes I fend you: I promife you
in return a great deal of deference to your judg-
ment, and an extraordinary obedience to your
fentiments for the future, (to which, you know,
I have been fometimes a little refraGory.) If
you will pleafe to begin where you left off laft,
and mark the margins, asyou have done in the
pages immediately before (which you will find
corre@ted to your fenfe fince your laft perufal)
you will extremely oblige me, and improve my
tranflation. Befides thofe places which may
deviate from the fenfe of the author, it would
be very kind in you to obferve any deficiencies
in the di®ion or numbers. The Hiatus in
particular I would avoid as much as poﬁibl:, to
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which you are certainly in the right to be 2
profefs’d enemy: tho’, I confefs, I could not
think it poffible at all times to be avoided by
any writer, till' I found by reading Malherbe
lately, that there is fcarce any throughout his
1o

oht vour (‘;]‘111-:1'1-':1"1'0’1 true enough
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poems. It ‘
to be pafs’d into a rule, but not a rule without
€xceptions, nor that ever it hg _1 been reduced
to p;';ldiif._‘c.: But this example of one of the
moft correct and beft of tl'ztir Poets has unde-
t:i-mad me, and confirms your opinion rf-i'y
fir ongly, and much more than ] Mr. D yden's
zmt'hf_:_.uy, who, tho’ he made it a rule, fel-

dom obfery’d it

r!;’i‘::': 10, I;\ s

Have receiv’d part of the verfion of S Statius,
and return you my thanks for your remarks,
which I think to lﬂeJui‘, e\hapt where you uv
out (like one in Horace’s Art of _T’o.-mf; pul-
chre, bene, recte] There I ] 1ave {ome fears you
are often, if not always, in the wrong,
Ouie of your objetions, namely on that pal-
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