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which you are certainly in the right to be 2
profefs’d enemy: tho’, I confefs, I could not
think it poffible at all times to be avoided by
any writer, till' I found by reading Malherbe
lately, that there is fcarce any throughout his
1o
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poems. It ‘
to be pafs’d into a rule, but not a rule without
€xceptions, nor that ever it hg _1 been reduced
to p;';ldiif._‘c.: But this example of one of the
moft correct and beft of tl'ztir Poets has unde-
t:i-mad me, and confirms your opinion rf-i'y
fir ongly, and much more than ] Mr. D yden's
zmt'hf_:_.uy, who, tho’ he made it a rule, fel-

dom obfery’d it
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Have receiv’d part of the verfion of S Statius,
and return you my thanks for your remarks,
which I think to lﬂeJui‘, e\hapt where you uv
out (like one in Horace’s Art of _T’o.-mf; pul-
chre, bene, recte] There I ] 1ave {ome fears you
are often, if not always, in the wrong,
Ouie of your objetions, namely on that pal-
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may be well grounded, in relation to 1its not
being the txad fenfe of the words — " Cetera
reliquo ordine ducam. But the duration of the
A&ion of Statius’s poem may as well be ex-
cepted againil, as many things befides in him

(wmch I wonder Bofiu ° h‘iS not cbferv’d) fo‘r
inftead of confining his narration to oze year, it
is manifeftly exceeded in the very firft two
books : The narration begins with Oedipus’s
prayer to the Fury to promote difcord betwixt
his fons 3 aftyzwmd the Poet czl;lulv uu..ubc
their entring into the agreement of reigning a
year by turns ; and Puhmc es take s his flight
from Thebes on his brother’ swﬁual torefignthe
throne. All this is in the firft book ; in the
next Tydeus is fent ambaffador to Eteocles,

and demands his refignation in thefe terms,

Apriferum velox jam circulus orbem
Tw;;., & amifle redierunt montibus umbre,
Ex quo o frater inops, ignota per C,fhf‘)rff(? trifles
Exul agit f.‘(?/ﬂ:’f.

But Boffu himfelf is miftaken in one parti-
cnlar, relating to+the commencement of the
action ; faying in book ii. cap. 8. that Statius

* See the firft book of Sta-
tins, ¥ 202. it

b Boflu did not write a
critique upon Statius, but on-
ly ufed him, as he did other

poets occ:fionally, for an
example. So that it is no
wonder there fhould be faults
and beauties in Statius which
he did not take notice of.
OPGHS
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opens it with Europa’s Rape, whereas the Poet
at moft only deliberates whether he thould or
not ©?
Unde jubetis

Ire, Dee? gentifue canam primordia dire,

Stzdonios raptus 2 &c.
but then exprefly pafles all this with a longe
relro ferigs—and fays

limes mibi carminis ¢fto

Ocdipodee confufa domus.

Indeed there are numberlefs particulars blame-
worthy in our author, which I have tryd to
{often in the verfion -

dubiamaque jugo fragor impulst Oeten
n latus, & geminis vix fuctibys obftitit Ifthmus,

is moft extravagantly hyperbolical: Nor did I
ever read a greater piece of tautology than

Vacua cum folus 75 aula
Refpiceres jus omne tuum, cunctofque minores,
Lt nufquam par jflare caput,

In the jom'ncy of I’ul_\,-'n 1ees is {fome geogra=
phical error,

In mediis audit duo Ltora campis

¢ That was the fame to negligent of compofition, as
Boflu’s purpofe ; which was | notto know where their fub-
only to thew, that there were ject thould begin,
P

epic Poets fo ignorant, or |
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could hardly be ; for the Ifthmus of Corinth is
full five miles over: And caligantes abrupto
fole Mycenas, is not confiftent with 'what he
tells us, in lib. iv. lin. 305. “ that thofe of
¢ Mycenz came not to the war at this time,
“ becaufe they were then in confufion by the
¢ divifions of the brothers, Atreus and Thy-
¢ eftes.”” Now from the raifing the Greek
army again{t Thebes, back to the time of this
journey of Polynices, is (according to Statius’s
own account) three years. -
Yours, &c.

L.E T T ER. VL

July 17, 1509.

HE morning after I parted from you, I
found myfelf (as I had prophefied) all
alone, in an uneafy Stage-coach; a doleful
change from that agreeable company I enjoy’d
the night before ! without the leaft hope of en-
tertainment but from my laft recourfe in fuch
cafes, a book. I then began to enter into ac-
quaintance with your Moralifts, and had juft
receiv’d from them fome cold confolation for the
nconyeniencies of this life, and the uncertainty
of human affairs ; when I perceiv’d my vehi-
cle to ftop, and heard from the fide of it the
dreadful
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