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could hardly be ; for the Ifthmus of Corinth is
full five miles over: And caligantes abrupto
fole Mycenas, is not confiftent with 'what he
tells us, in lib. iv. lin. 305. “ that thofe of
¢ Mycenz came not to the war at this time,
“ becaufe they were then in confufion by the
¢ divifions of the brothers, Atreus and Thy-
¢ eftes.”” Now from the raifing the Greek
army again{t Thebes, back to the time of this
journey of Polynices, is (according to Statius’s
own account) three years. -
Yours, &c.

L.E T T ER. VL

July 17, 1509.

HE morning after I parted from you, I
found myfelf (as I had prophefied) all
alone, in an uneafy Stage-coach; a doleful
change from that agreeable company I enjoy’d
the night before ! without the leaft hope of en-
tertainment but from my laft recourfe in fuch
cafes, a book. I then began to enter into ac-
quaintance with your Moralifts, and had juft
receiv’d from them fome cold confolation for the
nconyeniencies of this life, and the uncertainty
of human affairs ; when I perceiv’d my vehi-
cle to ftop, and heard from the fide of it the
dreadful
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dreadful news of a fick woman preparing to en-
ter it.  ’Tis not caly to guefs at my mortifica-
tion, but being fo well £ ortify’d with philofo-
phy, I ftood ref ign’d v'n 1 a .Huf(.u.i confltancy
to endure the wor Pc of evils, a fick woman, I
was indeed a little COIIIfLJL‘LUd to find, by her
voice and chfk that the was young and a gen-
tlewoma lmt no fooner was her hood re-
31'101;'1'1, }ut I faw one of the fineft faces I ever
beheld, and, to increafe my {urprize, heard her
falute me hy my name. I never had more rea-
fon to accufe nature for m: 1king me thort fight-
ed than now, when I could not recolleét I had
ever {een thofe fair eyes which knew me fo
well, and was utterly at a lofs how to addrefs
m}-'j'bii“',- till with a great deal of’ivmphutv and
innocence fhe let me know (even before I dif=
cover’d my ignora ince ) that the was the d ’mrrh
ter of one in our neighbourhood, lately ma
ry’d, who having been CUN“I]tl”” her p 1}f—
cians in town, was returning into the country,
to try what gpod air and a huumnd could do
to recover her, My father, yvou muit know,
has fometimes reco m:,:Jthd the ftudy of phy-
0 1:;::‘, but I never had 2 any ambition to be a
or till this 1 ,.;,m? [ ventur’d to plLiule
fome fruit (which I bappen’d to have in the
coach) which h ing forbidden her by her doc-
had tl cre inclination to. In fhort,
I tempted,
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I tempted, and fhe eat ; nor was I more like
the Devil than fhe like Eve.  Having the good
fuccefs of the *forefaid Tempter before my eyes,
I put on the gallantry of the old ferpent, and
in {pite of my evil form accofted her with all
the gaiety I was mafter of ; which had {o good
effect, that in lefs than an hour fhe grew plea-
fant, her colour return’d, and fhe was pleas’d
to fay my prefcription had wrought an imme-
diate cure : In a word, I had the pleafanteft
journey imaginable.

Thus far (methinks) my letter has fome-
thing of the air of 2 romance, tho’ it be true.
But I hope you will look on what follows as
the greateft of truths, that I think myfelf ex-
tremely obliged by you in all points ; efpecnally
for your kind and honourable information and
advice in a matter of the utmoft concern to me,
which I fhall ever acknowledge as the higheft
proof at once of your friendfhip, juftice, and fin-
cerity. At the fame time be affur’d, that Gentle-
man* we {poke of, fhall never by any alteration

* Mr.Wycherley.—From | compofition. Little virtue,
his laft letters to Mr. Pope, | and an exceffive affectation
the Reader may perceive | of being witty, joined to the
fomething of a growing cold- | common infirmities of old
nefs and difguft, apparently | age, jealoufy and lofs of me-
proceeding from the liberties | mory, are fufficient to ac-
his young friend had taken | count for the inftability of
with his verfification and | his friendfhip, tho’ we were

in
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in me difcover my knowledge of his miftake
the hearty forgiving of which is the only kind
of return I can poffibly make him for fo many
favours: And I may derive this pleafure at
leaft from it, that whereas I muift othe*wife
have been a little unealy to know My Incapa-
city of returning his obligations, I may now,
by bearing his frailty, exercife my gratitude and
friendfhip more, than himfelfeither Is, Or per-
haps ever will be, fenfible of.

Llle meos, primus qui me Jibt junxit, amores
Abftulit ; ille habeat fecum, Jervetque fepulchro!

But in one thing, T muft confefs you have
yourielf obliged me more than any man, which
13, that you have thew’d me many of my faults,
to which as you are the more an implacable
enemy, by fo much the more you are a kind
friend to me. T could be proud, in revenge,
to find a few flips in your verfes, which I read
in London, and fince in the country, with more
application and pleafure ; the thoughts are very
jutt, and you dre fure not to let them {uffer by
the verfification. If you would oblige me with
the truft of any thing of yours, I fhould be
glad to execute any commiilions you would
not to fuppofe (what was | the old man, For, (asMr.
the fact) that our Poet had | Pope rightly obferves) :'.:.r:‘.j,r
ill offices done him by thofe | ill duther is as bad a friend.

who were generally about |

oive
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give me concerning them. I am here fo per-
feitly at leifure, that nothing would be {o agree-
an entertainment to me ; but if you will not af-
ford me that, do not deny me at leaft the fatif-
faction of your letters as long as we are abfent,
if you' would not have him very unhappy, who

is very fincerely
Your, &c.

Having 2 vacant fpace here, I will fill it
with a thort Ode on Solitude, which, I found
yefterday by great accident, and which I find
by the date, was written when I was not twelve
years old ; that you may perceive how long I
have continued in my pafiion for a rural life,
and in the fame employments of it.

Happy the man, whofe with and care,
A few paternal acres bound,
Content to breathe his native air
In his own ground.

Whofe herds with milk,whofe fields with bread,
Whofe flocks fupply him with attire,
Whofe trees in fummer yicld him fhade,
In winter, fire.

Bleft, who can unconcern’dly find
Hours, days, and years flide foft away,
In health of body, peace of mind,
Quiet by day.

Sound
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Sound {leep by night ; ftudy and eafe,
T('}C;'-L‘Eh(,‘l‘ mix’d ; {weet recreation,
And innocence which moft does pleafe,

With meditation.
‘Thus, let me live, unfeen, unknown,
Thus, unlamented let me die,
Steal from the world, and not a ftone
Tell where I lie

Ll R T ERAX

Aug. 19, 1709,

F I were to write to you as often as I think

of you, my Ictt-::r:; would be as bad as a
rent-charge ; but tho’ the one be but too little
for your good-nature, the other would be too
much for your quiet, which is one blefling
good-nature thould indifpenf: bly receive from
mankind, in return for i?u.--.u many it gives. I
have heen inform’d of late, how much I am
indebted to that quality of yours, in f{peaking
well of me in my abfence ; the only thing b}
which you prove yourfelf no wit nor critic:

{I:i_) 1naeca 1 nave oiten Lilo .:\'-Il-) that a ﬂ]Lli"—L
L
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