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96 LETTERS To anp

Sound {leep by night ; ftudy and eafe,
T('}C;'-L‘Eh(,‘l‘ mix’d ; {weet recreation,
And innocence which moft does pleafe,

With meditation.
‘Thus, let me live, unfeen, unknown,
Thus, unlamented let me die,
Steal from the world, and not a ftone
Tell where I lie

Ll R T ERAX

Aug. 19, 1709,

F I were to write to you as often as I think

of you, my Ictt-::r:; would be as bad as a
rent-charge ; but tho’ the one be but too little
for your good-nature, the other would be too
much for your quiet, which is one blefling
good-nature thould indifpenf: bly receive from
mankind, in return for i?u.--.u many it gives. I
have heen inform’d of late, how much I am
indebted to that quality of yours, in f{peaking
well of me in my abfence ; the only thing b}
which you prove yourfelf no wit nor critic:

{I:i_) 1naeca 1 nave oiten Lilo .:\'-Il-) that a ﬂ]Lli"—L
L

il e e L vd no

Wk 1[0W Uit as much _ri.r..LJ L',u: ({114. nn

N g I T e, [ 1 5 ke

more€) to my fauits whx,ll I am 31‘!"-?':"»3 a5 e

1 ey F B
does e erity to em when I am prefent. To be

very

= - et




———————

s e T

rroM HLCROMWELL, Esq. 97

vér}r ﬁ'qn{ulthyou ir, Imuftown, that where
I receiv’d fo much civ mtv at firft, I could hard-
ly have expected fo much finceri ity afterwards.
But now I have only to wifh, that the laft
were but equal to the firft, and that as you
have omitted nothing to oblige me, {o you
would omit nothing to improve me.

I caus’d an acquaintance of mine to enquire
twice of your welfare, by whom I have been
inform’d, that you have left your {peculative
angle in the Widow’s Coffee-houfe, and bid-
ing adieu for fome time to all the Rehearfals,
Reviews, Gazettes, &cc. have march’d off into
Lincolnfthire. Thus I find you vary your life
in the {cene at leaft, tho’ net in the ation ;
for tho’ life for the moft part, like an old play,
be ftill the fame, yet now and then a new {cene
may make it more entertaining. As for myfelf,
I would not have my life a very regular play,
let it be * a good merry farce, a G-d’s name,
and a fig for the critical unities! For the gene-
rality of men, a true modern life 1s like a true
modern play, neither tragedy, comedy, nor
farce, nor one, nor all of thefe ; every aftor is
much better known by his having the fame face,
than by keeping the fame character : for we
change our mmds as often as they can their

3 Tafa*m!ﬂﬂfurcf, in the Author’s own Edit. @ God's
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parts, and he who was yefterday C: efar, 15 fo
day Sir John Daw. So that one mlght afk the

{fame quettion of a n wH rn life, that Rich did
do me the favour,

ay
S rI'n s your Tragedy o

€c

of a modern play ;
, to Inform m c:
j.(‘.L‘;‘: Comedy P’
I have dwelt the longer upon this, becaufe I
perfuade myfelf it le“ be ul(_il.l, at a time
when we have no theatre, to divert ourfelves
at this great one. Here is 2 glorious {tanding
comedy of Fools, at which every man is hear-
tily merry, and thinks himfelf an unconcern’d
fpectator. 'This (to our fingular comfort) nei-
ther my Lord Cha imberlain, nor the Queen
r {hut up, or Illcncc.-—“\“"."hiic
hat of Drury (alas!) lies defolate, in the pro-
foundeft peace : and the melancholy profpett
of the nymphs yet lil“t?i'inf: about its beloved
avenues, appears no lefs moving than that of
the Trojan dames lamenting over their ruin’d
Ilium ! What now can thcw hope, difpoflefs'd
of their ancient feats, but to ferve as captives
to the infulting victors of the Hay-market ? The
afflicted fu .nuﬂs of France do not, in our Poft-
man, {o grmvouﬂ} deplore the obﬁnacv of theit
arbitrary monarch, as thefe perithing people of
D'ur}-', the obdurate heart of that Pharoah,
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Rich, who, like him, difdains all propofals of
peace and accommodation. Several libels have
been fecretly affixed to the great gates of his
imperial palace in Bridges-ftreet ; and a me-
morial, reprefenting the diftrefles of thefe per-
fons, has been accidentally dropt (as we are
credibly informed by a perfon of quality) out
of his firft minifter the chief box-keeper’s poc-
ket, at a late conference of the {aid perfon of
quality and others, on the part of the Confe-
derates, and his Theatrical Majefty on his own
part. Of this you may expect a copy, as {foon
as it {hall be tranfmitted to us from a good
hand. As for the late Congrefs, it is here re-
ported, that it has not been wholly ineffeCtual ;
but this wants confirmation ; yet we cannot but
hope the concurring prayers and tears of fo ma-
ny wretched ladies may induce this haughty
prince to reafon;
I am, &c.

EETPERR X
O&. 19, 1709.
IMay truly fay I am more obliged to you
this fummer than to any of my acquaint-
ance, for had it not been for the two kind let-
ters you fent me, I had been perfectly obiitul-
H 2 que
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