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Rich, who, like him, difdains all propofals of
peace and accommodation. Several libels have
been fecretly affixed to the great gates of his
imperial palace in Bridges-ftreet ; and a me-
morial, reprefenting the diftrefles of thefe per-
fons, has been accidentally dropt (as we are
credibly informed by a perfon of quality) out
of his firft minifter the chief box-keeper’s poc-
ket, at a late conference of the {aid perfon of
quality and others, on the part of the Confe-
derates, and his Theatrical Majefty on his own
part. Of this you may expect a copy, as {foon
as it {hall be tranfmitted to us from a good
hand. As for the late Congrefs, it is here re-
ported, that it has not been wholly ineffeCtual ;
but this wants confirmation ; yet we cannot but
hope the concurring prayers and tears of fo ma-
ny wretched ladies may induce this haughty
prince to reafon;
I am, &c.

EETPERR X
O&. 19, 1709.
IMay truly fay I am more obliged to you
this fummer than to any of my acquaint-
ance, for had it not been for the two kind let-
ters you fent me, I had been perfectly obiitul-
H 2 que
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que meorum, oblivifeendus & illis,  The only
-;on“}ummm I had were thofe Mufes, of whom
Tul 1y J.k‘.‘- _Aff’:’e/t entiam n!’.f,.ff‘f j’e neclutem ch-
lecta 1, f(r.f?{ iaas res ornant, aqu J/J H‘fﬂ ""u(p‘f
ac [olatium preacbent, deletant domi, non inipe-
diunt foris, pernotant nobifcum, peregrinantur,
ruflicantur : which indeed 18 as much as ever I
expected from them : For the Mufes, if you
take them as companions, are very pleafant and
agreeable ; but whoever fhould be forced to
L\{: or depend upon ‘em, would find himfelfin
a very bad condition, ’I]mt(l.n t, which Cow-
ley calls the Companion of (,u curity, was not
wanting to me, ualc {s it was JmennptLd by
thofe fears you fo juftly guels I had for our
friend’s ux]huc f:s extremely kind in you
to tell me the news you heard of him, and you
have deliver'd me from more anxiety than he
imagines me capable of on his : account, as Iam
convinced by his | long filence. H lowever, the
love of i"on]c mmgq rewards itfelf, as of virtue,
and of Mr. Nycherley. Tam Impuzed at the
danger, you tell me; he has been in, and muft
agree with you, th&t our nation would have loft
in him, as much wit and prob;j ty, as would
have remain’d (for aught I know) in the reft of
it. My concern for hl-a fmndﬁ!p will excufe
me (fince I know you honour him fo much,

and fince you know 1 love him above all men)
o
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if Ivent a part of my uneafinefs to you, and tell
you, that there has not been wanting one, to
infinuate malicious untraths of me to Mr, Wy-
cherley, which, I fear, may have had {fome ef-
fe€t upon him. 1If fo, he will have a greater
punithment for his credulity than I eould with
him, in that fellow’s acquaintance. The lofs
of a faithful creature 1s fomething, tho” of ever
fo .contemptible an one; and if I were to
change my dog for fuch a2 man as the aforefaid,
I thould think my dog undervalued: (who fel-
lows me about as conftantly here in the country,
as I was us’d to do Mr. Wycherley in the town.)
Now I talk of my Dog, that I may not treat
of a worfe fubje, which my fpleen tempts me
to, I will give you fome account of him; a
thing not wholly unprecedented, fince Mon-
taigne (to whom I am but a dog in compari-
fon) has done the fame thing of his Cat. Dic
mibi quid melius defidiofus agam? You are to
know then, that as ’tis likenefs begets affetion,
fo my favourite dog is a little one, a lean one,
and none of the fineft thap’d. He is not much
a {paniel in his fawning, but has (what might
be worth any man’s while to imitate him in) a
dumb furly fort of kindnefs, that rather thows
itfelf when he thinks me ill-us’d by others,
than when we walk quietly and peaceably by
' H=3 ourfelves,
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ourfelves. If it be the chief point of frien "ﬂﬁp
to comply with a friend’s motions and incling.
tions, he }OliLHLLn this in an eminent degree;;
he lies down when I fit, and walks -'-.’u,-'i“-::n I
walk, which 1s more than many good friends
can pretend to, witnefs our walk a year ago in
St. James’s Park.—Hiftories are more full of
examples of the fidelity of dogs than of friends,
but I will not infift upon many of them, becaufe
it is pofiible fome may be almoft as fabulous
as thofe of Pylades and Oreftes, &c. 1 will
only fay for the honour of dogs, that the two
moft antient and efteemable bo%f; {acred and
p:‘o"vh'*nc extant (viz. the S{:r!pture and Ho
mer) have thewn a particular regard to tInIL

F

a;;}lm;b. I'hat of Toby is the more remark-
able, becaufe there feem’d no manner of rea-
fon to take notice of the d og, befides the great
humanity of the author, hum-::t s account of
Ulyfles’s dog Argus is the moft pathetic 1ma-
ginable, all the Cucum‘hnccs confider’d, and
an excellent proof of the old bard’s good-
ature.  Ulyffes had left him at Ithaca when he
embark’d for Troy, and found him at his re-
turn after twenty years (which by the way is
not unnatural, as fome critics have {aid, fince I
remember the dam of my dog was twenty-two
years old when fhe dy’d; May the omen .cf
longzvity
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longzvity prove fortunate to her {uccefiors
You (hall have it in verfe.

A RGUS

When wife Ulyfles, from his pative coaft
Long kept by wars, and long by tempefts toft,
Arriv’d at laft, poor, old, difguis’d, alone,

To all his friends, and ev'n his Queen unknown;
Chang’d as he was, with age, and toils, and cares,
Furrow’d his rev’rend face, and white his hairs,
In his own palace forc’d to afk his bread,
Scorn’d by thofe flaves his former bounty fed,
Forgot of all his own domeftic crew ;

The faithful dog alone his rightful mafter knew !
Unfed, unhous’d, negleGed, on the clay,

Like an old fervant now cafhier’d, he lay;
Touch’d with refentment of ungrateful man,
And longing to behold his ancient Lord again.
Him when he faw—he rofe, and crawl’d to meet,
(*T'was all he cou’d) and fawn’d, and kifs’d his
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Seiz’d with dumb joy—then falling by his fide,
Own’d his returning Lord, look’dup, and dy’d!

Plutarch relating how the Athenians were
obliged to abandon Athens in the time of The-
miftocles, fteps back again out of the way of his
hiftory, purely to defcribe the lamentable crics
and howlings of the poor dogs they left behind.
He makes mention of one, that follow’d his
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mafter acrofs the feato Salamis, m"{:J{: he

dy’d, and was honour’d with -a tomb by the

Athenians, who cave the na me of the Dog’s

Grave to that part of the ifland where he was

buried. This refpect to a dog in the mofl po-
d f

lite people of the world, is very
modern inftance of gratitude to a dog ( ho
have but few irun) is, that the LIJ.]L‘E' order uf
Denmark (now injurionfly call’d the order of
the Elep hant) was inftituted in memory of the
fidelity of 1 dog, nam’d Wild-} brat, to one of
their [ u.mfr:, who nad been deferted by his fub-
jects : he gave his Order this motto, or to this

effect (nh'ch fll zuh‘um\;”?f{f ~brat f was faithe
Jul.  Sir William ' I'rumbull has told me 2 flo-

¥

hich he heard from o ne that was prefent;
King Charles 1. being with fome of ]m court
during his tror ibles, a difcourfe arofe what fort
of ]U”b deferv’d pre- eminence, and it being on
all hands agreed to belong either to the 1}&11161
or .ﬁ,:s_,'—holrnr the Juwf gave his opinion on
the part of the grey- houml becaufe (faid he)
2t has all the uood nature of the other without

the Faw ning. A good piece of fatire upon his
courtiers, uﬂ*h which T will conclude .ny dif-
courfe of dogs. Lul me a cynie, or what you
pleafe, in revenge for all this impertinence, I
will be Cr;:nfcntﬂd; U!U\Idﬁd you will but be-

r Philip Warwick tells this ftory in his Memoirs.

lieve
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lieve me,when 1 fay a bold word for a Chriftian,
that, of all dogs, you will find none more faith~

ful than
Your, &¢.

-
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April 10, 1710.

¥ Had written to you fooner, but that I made
I {ome fcruple of fending profane things to
you in holy week. Befides, our family would
have been fcandaliz’d to fee me write, who take
it for granted I write nothing but ungodly
verfes. I aflure you, I am look’d upon in the
neighbourhood for a very well-difpos’d perfon,
no great Hunter indeed, but a great admirer of
the noble fport, and only unhappy in my want
of conftitution for that, and Drinking. They
all fay, ’tis pity I am fo fickly, and I think ’tis
pity they are {o healthy. But I fay nothing that
may deftroy their good opinion of me: I have
not quoted one Latin author fince I came down,
but have learn’d without book a fong of Mr.
Thomas Durfey’s, who is your only Poet of to-
lerablg reputation in this country. He makes
all the merriment in our entertainments, and but
for him, there would be fo miferable a dearth
of catches, that, I fear, they would put either the
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