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Ring; the reft 1 hope for as foon as you can
conveniently tranfcribe them, and whatfoever
orders you are pleas’d to give me fhall be punc-
tually obey’d by Y our, &c.

LETTER-XI

May 10, 1710:

Had not fo long omitted to exprefs my ac-

knowledgments to you for fo much good-
nature and friendfhip as you lately thow’d me;
but that I am but juft return’d to my own her-
mitage, from Mr, C¥’s, who has done me fo
many favours, that 1 am almoft inclin’d to
think my friends infect one another, and that
your converfation with him has made him as
obliging to me as yourfelf. I can aflure you,
he has a fincere refpect for you, and this, I be-
lieve, he has partly contraéted from me, who
am too full of you not to overflow upon thofe
I converfe with, But I muft now be contented
to converfe only with the dead of this world,
that is to fay, the dull and obfcure, every way
obfcure, in their intellects as well as their per-

fons: or elfe have recourfe to the living dead, .

the old Authors with whom you are fo well ac-
quainted, even from Virgil down to Aulus Gel-
lins, whom I do not think a critic by any

means
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means to be compar’d to Mr. Dennis: And I
muft declare pofitively to you, that T will pet-
it in this opinion, till you become a little more
cvil to Atticus. Who could have imagin’d,
that he, who had cfcap’d all the misfortupes of
his time, unhurt even by the profcriptions of
Antony and Auguftus, thould jn thefe days
find an €nemy more fevere and barbarous than
thofe tyrants? and that enemy the gentleft too,
the beft-natur’d of mortals, Mr. Crom well,
whom I muft in this compare cnce more to
Auguftus; who feem’d not more unlike him-
felf, in the feverity of one part of his life and
the clemency of the other, than you, I leave
you to refleét on this, and hope that time
(which mollifies rocks, and of ftiff things makes
limber) will turn a refolute critic to a gentle
reader; and inflead of this pofitive, tremen-
dous, new-fathion’d Mr. Cromwell, reftore un-
to us our old acquaintance, the foft, beneficent,
and courteous Mr., Cromwell.

I expect much, towards the cwvilizing of you
in your critical capacity, from the innocent  qjr
and tranquillity of our Foreft, when you do me
the favour to vifit it In the mean time, it
would do wel] by way of preparative, if you
would duly and conftantly every morning read
over a paftoral of Theocritus or Virgil ; and
let the lady Ifabella put your Macrobins and

Aulus
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Aulus Gellius fomewhere out of your way, for
a month or fo. Who knows, but travelling
and long airing in an open field, may contribute
more fuccefsfully to the cooling a critic’s feve-
rity, than it did to the afluaging of Mr.
Cheek’s anger, of old? In thefe fields, you will
be fecure of finding noenemy, but the moft
faithful and affeGtionate of your friends, &cc.

LETT E R~ XL

. May 17, 1710,

AFT ER I had recover’d from a dangerous

illnefs which was firft contracted in town,
about a fortnight after my coming hither I trou-
bled you with a letter, and * paper inclos’d,
which you had been {o obliging as to defire a
fight of when laft I faw you, promifing me in
return {ome tranflations of yours from Owid.
Since when, I have not had a fyllable from your
hands, fo that ’tis to be fear’d that tho’ I have
efcap’d death, I have not oblivion. I fhould at
leaft have expected you to have finifh’d that
elegy upon me, which, you told me, you was
upon the point of beginning when I was fick
in London ; if you will but do fo much for me

; * Verfes on Silence, in l chefter's poem on Nothing;
imitation of the Earl of Ro- | doneat fourteen years old. P.
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