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can be of that opinion; and fo I conclude, that
we know nothing of the matter.

But, Sir, I afk your pardon for all this buf-
foonery, which I could not addrefs to any one
fo well as to you, fince I have found by experi-
ence, you moft eafily forgive my impertinencies.
"Tis only to thow you that I am mindful of
you at all times, that I write at all times; and
as nothing I can fay can be worth your read-
ing, fo I may as well throw out what comes

uppermoft, as ftudy to be dull. I am, &c.

| Py o B B D SRR

From Mr. CRoMWELL,

July 15, 1710.

T laft I have prevail’d over a lazy humour

to tranfcribe this elegy: 1 have changed

the fituation of fome of the Latin verfes, and

made fome interpolations, but I hope they are

not abfurd, and foreign to my author’s fenfe

and manner ; but they are refer’d to your cen-

{ure, as a debt; whom I efteem no lefs 4 cri-

tic than a poet: Iexpe& to be treated with the

fame rigour as I have pradis’d to Mr. Dryden
and you,

Hane veniam petimufque damufgue viciffim.
7 ) I defire
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I defire the favour of your opinion, why
Priam, in his fpeech to Pyrrhus in the fecond
/Eneid, fays this to him,

At non ille, fatum quo te mentiris, Achilles,
He would intimate (I fancy by Pyrrhus's
anfwer) only his degeneracy : but then thefe
following lines of the verfion (I fuppofe from
Homer’s hiftory) feem abfurd in the mouth of
Priam, viz,

He chear’d my [orrows, and for ﬁ”’-ff of gold
The bloodlefs carcafe of my HeGor fold,

Iam
Your, &c,

L SRR VL

July 20, 1710,

I Give you thanks for the verfion you fent me

of Ovid’s elegy. It is very much an image
of that author’s writing, who has an agreeable-
nefs that charms us without correctnefs, like a
miftrefs, whofe faults we fee, but love her with
themall. You have very judicioufly alter’d his
method in fome places, and T can find nothing
which I dare infift upon as an error; what 1
have written in the margins being merely

gueﬂ?:s
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guefles at a little improvement, rather than cri-
ticifms, I affure you I do not expelt you
fhould fubfcribe to my private notions but
when you fhall judge them agreeable to reafon
and good fenfe. What I have done is not as a
critic, but as a friend; I know too well how
many qualities are requifite to make ‘the one,
and that I want almoft all I can reckon up;
but I am fure I do not want inclination, nor, I
hope, capacity, to be the other. Nor fhall T
take it at all amifs, that another diffents from
my opinion: 'Tis N6 more than I have often
done from my own; and indeed, the more 2
man advances in underftanding, he becomes the
more every day a critic upon himfelf, and finds
fomething or other ftill to blame in his former
notions and opinions. I could be glad to know
if you have tranflated the 11th elegy of lib. ii.
Ad amicem navigantenr. The 8th of book iii,
or the z1th of bock iii, which are above all
others my particular favourites, efpecially the
laft of thefe.

As to the paflage of which you afk my opi-
nion in the fecond Aneid, it is either {o plain
as to require no folution; or elfe (which is.very
probable) you fee farther into it than I can.
Priam would fay, that < Achilles (whom fure-
“ ly you only feign to be your father, fince
“ your altions are fo different from his) did

I3 “ not
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* not ufe me thus inhumaniy. He blufh’d at

““ his murder of He&or, when he faw my {or-
¢ rows for him; and reftored his dead body to
me to be buried,” To this the anfwer of
Pyrrhus feems to be agreeable enough., ¢ @
““ then to the thades, and te]] Achilles how I
*“ degenerate from him.”’ granting the truth

of what Priam had faid of the difference be-

tween them. Indeed Mk, Dryden’s mention-

ing here what Virgil more judicioufly paffes in

filence, the circumiftance of Achilles’s felling

Jor money the body of Hector, feems ot fo pro~
per; it in fome meafure Jeﬂbniﬁg the characer

of Achilles’s generality and piety, which is the

very point of which Priam endeavours in this

Place to convince hig fon, and to reproach him

with the want of But the truth of this cir-

cumfitance is no way to be queftion’d, being

exprefly taken from Homer, who reprefents

Achilleg weeping for Priam, yet receiving the

gold, Iliad xxiv. = For when he gives the bo-
dy, he ufes thefe words, “* Q my friend Patro-
“ clus! forgive me that I quit the corpfe of

““ him who kill’d thee; I have great gifts in

“ ranfom for it, which I will beftow upon thy

P
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funeral.”?
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Iam, &y,
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