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120 - EETT"E'R § TO AND
celeftial orb; which exprefles in fome fort the
Stdus Caftoris in Parte cali—How trees cap en-
Joy, let the naturalifts determine ; but the poets
make them fenfitive, lovers, batchelors,and mar-
ried, Virgil in his Georgics, lib. ii. Horace
Qde xv. b, ii. Plitanys c&lebs evincet ulma.
Epod ij, Ergo aut adulta vitiym Propagine Altas
maritat populos.  Your critique is 2 very Dolce-
Precante ; for after the many faults you juitly
find, you {mooth your rigour: but ap obliging
thing is owing (you think) to one who fo
much efteems and admires you, and who fhall
ever be

Your, &c.
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Auguft 21, 1710

S OUR Letters are a perfect charity to a
man in retirement, utterly forgotten of all

his friends but you; for fince Mr., Wycherley
left London, I have not heard a word from
him; the’ Juft before, and once fince, T writto
him, and tho’ T know mylelf guilty of no of-
fence but of doing fincerely jutt what he * bid
me—Hoc mihs libertas, ke Pia lingua dedit!
But the greateft injury he does me is the keep-
. C'orrerii.‘s'ng his verfes. | the ﬂ:llowin;: years, of Mr,
€ the letters in 1506, and Wycherley andMr. Pope. P,
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ing me in ignorance of his welfare, which I am
always very follicitous for, and very uneafy in
the fear of any indifpofition that may befal
him. In what I fent you fome time ago, you
have not verfe enough to be fevere upon, in re-
venge for my laft criticiim: In one point I
muft perfift, that is to fay, my diflike of your
Paradife, in which I take no pleafure; I know
very well that in Greek ’tis not only us’d by
Xenophon, but is a2 common word for any gar-
den; but in Englith it bears the fignification
and conveys the Idea of Eden, which alone 1s
(I think) a reafon againft making Ovid ufe it;
who will be thought to talk too much like 2
Chriftian in your verfion at leaft, whatever it
might have been in Latin or Greek. As for
all the reft of my remarks, fince you do not
laugh at them as at this, I can be {o civil as not
tolay any ftrefs upon them (as, I think, I told you
before) and in particular in the point of #rees
enjoying, you have, I muft own, fully fatisfied
me that the expreflion is not only defenfible,
but beautiful. I fhall be very glad to fee your
tranflation of the elegy, Ad Amicam navigan-
tem, as foon as you can; for (withouta compli-
ment to you) every thing you write, either in
verfe or profe, is welcome to me; and you may
be confident, (if my opinion can be of any fort
of confequence in any thing) that I will never

be
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be unfincere, tho’ I may be often miftaken,
To ufe fincerity with you is but paying you in
your own coin, from whom I haye experienced
fo much of it; and I need not tell you, how
much I really efteem you, when I efteem no-
thing in the world fo much as that quality, I
know, you fometimes fay civil things to me in
your epiftolary ftyle, but thofe I am to make
allowance for, as particularly when you talk of
admiring ; *tis.a word you are fo us’d to in con-
verfation of Ladies, that it will creep into your
difcourfe, in fpite of you, even to your friends,
But as women, when they think themfelves fe-
cure of admiration, commit a thoufand negli-
gences, which fhow them o' much at difad-
vantage and off their guard, as to lofe the Litle
real love they had before: fo when men ima.
gine others entertain fome efteem for their abi-
lities, they often expofe all their imperfections
and foolith works, to the difparagement of the
little wit they were thought mafters of, I am
going to exemplify this to you, in putting into
your hands (being encouraged by fo much in-
dulgence) fome verfes of my youth, or rather
childhood; which (as I was 2 great admirer of
Waller) were intended in imitation of his man-
ner; *and are, perhaps, fuch Imitations, as thofe

other Imitations done in his

youth, P.
in]

3 One or two of thefe
were fince printed among
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you fee in awkward country dames, of the fine
and well-bred ladies of the court. If you will
take them with you into Lincolnthire, they may
fave you one hour from the converfation of the
country gentlemen and their tenants (who dif-
fer but in drefs and name) which, if it be there
as bad as here, is even worfe than my poetry,
I hope your ftay there will be no longer -than
(as Mr. Wycherley calls it) to rob the country,
and run away to London with your money. In
the mean time I beg the favour of a line from
you, and am (as I will never ceafe to be)

Your, &c.
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Octor3sToroes

Deferr’d anfwering your laft, upon the ad-

vice I receiv’d, that you were leaving the
town for fome time, and expeted your return
with impatience, having then a defign of feeing
my friends there, among the firft of which I
have reafon to account yourfelf, But my al-
moft continual illneffes prevent that, as well as
moft other fatisfactions of my life: However, 1
may fay one good thing of ficknefs, that itis
the beft cure in nature for ambition, and defigns
upon the world or fortune: It makes a man

1 pretty
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