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126 L.EELEETR TG TO AND

Unum opus & requiem pariter ﬂ’{ﬁmm}ﬂm ambs,
Atque verecunda laxamys eria menfa.

By thefe Epule, as T take it, Perfius meant
the Portugal fhuff and burnt Claret, which he
took with his mafter Cornutus ; and the wpre.
cunda menfa was, without dif pute, fome coffee-
houfe table of the ancients.—I will only ob-
ferve, that thefe four lines are as elegant and
mufical as any in Perfius, not excepting thofe
fix or feven which Mr. Dryden quotes as the
only fuch in all that author.—] could be hear-
tily glad to repeat the fatisfation defcrib’d in
them, being truly

Your, &c.

LEESTOP R B IXY

October 28, 1410,

I Am glad to find by your laft letter that you
write to me with the freedom of 2 friend,
fetting down your thoughts as they occur, and
dealing plainly with me in the matter of my
own trifles, which, I affure you, I never valued
half fo much as I do that fincerity in you which
they were the occafion of difcovering to me;
and which while I am ha PPy 1n, I may be truft-
ed with that dangerous weapon, Poetry; fince
I {hall
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I (hall do nothing with it but after afking and
following your advice. I value fincerity the
more, as I find by fad experience, the practice
of it is more dangerous ; Writers rarely pardon-
ing the executioners of their verfes, even tho’
themfelves pronounce fentence upon them,—
As to Mr. Philips’s Paftorals, I take the firft to
be infinitely the beft, and the fecond the worft;
the third is for the greateft parta tranflation
from Virgil’s Daphnis. I will not foreftal
your judgment of the reft, only obferve in that
of the Nightingale thefe lines ({peaking of the
mufician’s playing on the harp)

Now lightly fkimming oer the frings they pafs,
Like winds that gently brufb the plying grafs,
And melting airs arife at their command ;
nd now, Iaborious, with a weighty band,

He finks into the cords, with folemn pace,

And gives the [welling tones a manly grace.

To which nothing can be objeted, but that
they are too lofty for paftoral, efpecially being
put into the mouth of 2 {hepherd, as they are
here ; in the poet’s own perfon they had been
(I believe) more proper. They are more af-
ter Virgil’s manner than that of Theocritus,
whom yet in the character of paftoral he rather
feems to imitate. In the whole, I agree with
the Tatler, that we have no better Eclogues in

our
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our language, 'There is a fmall copy of the
fame author publith’d in the Tatler N° 12. on
the Danifh winter : *T'is poetical painting, and
I recommend it to your perufal.

Dr. Garth’s poem I have not {een, but be=
lieve I fhall be of that critic’s opinion you men-
tion at #ill's, who fwore it was good : for,
tho’ I am very cautious of {wearing after cri-
tics, yet I think one may do it more fafely when
they commend, than when they blame.

I agree with you in your cenfure of the ufe
of fea-terms in Mr. Dryden’s Virgil ; not only
becaufe Helenus was no great prophet in thofe
matters, but becaufe no terms of Art or cant
words fuit with the majefty and dignity of ftyle
which epic poetry requires, Cuz mens divi-
nior atque os magna finaturum. The Tar-
pawlin phrafe can pleafe none but fuch qui au-
rem babent Batavam s they muft not expeét
auribus Atticis probari, 1 find by you. (I think
I have brought in two phrafes of Martial here
very dextroufly.)

Tho’ you fay you did not rightly take my
meaning in the verfe T quoted from Juvenal,
yet I will not explain it ; becaufe, tho’ it feems
you are refolv’d to take me for a critic, I would
by no means be thought a commentator.— And
for another reafon too, becaufe I have quite
forgot both the verfe and the application.

I hope
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I hope it will be no offence to give my moft
hearty fervice to Mr. Wycherley, tho’ I per-
ceive by his laft to me, 1 am not to trouble
him with my letters, fince he there told me he
was going inftantly out of town, and till his
return was my fervant, &¢. I guefs by yours
he is yet with you, and beg you to do what
you may with all truth and honour, that s,
affure him I have ever borne all the refpect and
kindnefs imaginable to him. I do not know
to this hour what it is that has eftranged him
from me; but this I know, that he may for
the future be. more fafely my friend, fince no
invitation of his fhall ever more make me fo
free with him. I could not have thonght any
man fo very cautious and {ufpicious, as not to
credit his own experience of 2 friend. Indeed
to believe no body, may be a maxim of fafety,
but not fo much of honefty. There is but
one way I know of converfing fafely, with all
men, that is, not by concealing what we fay or
do, but by faying or doing nothing that deferves
to be conceal’d, and I can truly boaft this com-
fort in my affairs with Mr. Wycherley. But I
pardon his Jealoufy, which is become his na-
ture, and fhall never be his enemy whatfoever
he fays of me.

Your, &c.

K LT E R
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