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LETTER XXI

From Mr. Croum WELT

Nov. 5, 1710.
Find T am obliged to the fight of your loves
verfes, for your opinion of my fincerity ;
which had never been call’d in queftion, if you
had not forced me, upon fo many other occa-
fions to exprefs my efteem.

I have juft read and compar’d * Mr, Row’s
verfion of the ix™® of Lucan, with very great
pleafure, where I find none of thofe abfurdities
fo frequent in that of V irgil, except in two
places, for the fake of lathing the priefts; one
where Cato fny::-—Sm*z‘;r}’e_;ggf.f egeant duybii—and
one in the fimile of the Hemorrhois—rfatidic
Sabei—He is fo errant 2 whig, that he ftrains
even beyond his author, in paffion for liberty,
and averfion to tyranny ; and errs only in am-
plification.  Lucan ix 77 snitio, defcribin g the
{eat of the Semides manes, {ays,

Ruodque patet terras inter luneeqgue meatus,

Semider manes babitant.

Mr. Row has this Line,

y 3 7 f, . - 11 - A " - i r-
Then looking dewn on the Sum's Jeeble Ray.
* Pieces printed in the 6th vol. of Tonfon’s Mifcella-
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Pray your opinion, if there be an Error-Spha-
ricus in this or not

Your, &c.
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Nov 11, 1710.

O U miftake me very much in thinking

the freedom you kindly us 'd with my
love-verfes, gave me the firft opinion of your
fincerity : I aflure you 1t only Lml what every
good-natur’d action of yours has done fince,
confirm’d me more in that opinion. The f'a-
ble of the nightingale in Philips’s pflf!:oral
taken from Famnnu" Strada’s Latin poem on
the fame fubje&, in his I Prolufiones Academice 3
only the tomb he erects at the end, 1s added
from Virgil’s conclufion of the Culex. 1 can’t
forbear giving you a paffage out of the Latin
poem ;T:.':.:'z’-:]'-:m, by which you will find the
Englith poet is indebted to it.
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Alternat mira arte fides : dum torquet acutas,
Inciditque, graves njw-nf' verbere pulfat.
Famque manu per Jr~" volat s fimud hos, fimul illos
Explorat numeros, chora grgw laborat in omng.—
ﬂfﬁx‘ Jilet. Tlla modis totidem refpondet, & artem
Arte refert. Nune ceu rudis, aut-incerta canem
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