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rrom H. CROMWELL, Esq. 131

Pray your opinion, if there be an Error-Spha-
ricus in this or not

Your, &c.

BT T B R

Nov 11, 1710.

O U miftake me very much in thinking

the freedom you kindly us 'd with my
love-verfes, gave me the firft opinion of your
fincerity : I aflure you 1t only Lml what every
good-natur’d action of yours has done fince,
confirm’d me more in that opinion. The f'a-
ble of the nightingale in Philips’s pflf!:oral
taken from Famnnu" Strada’s Latin poem on
the fame fubje&, in his I Prolufiones Academice 3
only the tomb he erects at the end, 1s added
from Virgil’s conclufion of the Culex. 1 can’t
forbear giving you a paffage out of the Latin
poem ;T:.':.:'z’-:]'-:m, by which you will find the
Englith poet is indebted to it.

m -

Alternat mira arte fides : dum torquet acutas,
Inciditque, graves njw-nf' verbere pulfat.
Famque manu per Jr~" volat s fimud hos, fimul illos
Explorat numeros, chora grgw laborat in omng.—
ﬂfﬁx‘ Jilet. Tlla modis totidem refpondet, & artem
Arte refert. Nune ceu rudis, aut-incerta canem
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Prabet iter liquidum labenti ¢ pectore voci,
Nune cefim variat, modultfque canora minutis
Delibrat vocem, fremuloque reciprocat ore.

This poem was many years fince imitated
by Crafthaw, out of whofe verfes the following
are very remarkable,

From this to that, from that to this be fles,
Feels mufic’s pulfe tn all its arteries
Caught in a net which there Apollo fpreads,
His fingers firuggle with the wvocal threads.

I have (as I think I formerly told you) a
very good opinion of Mr, Row’s ix®h book of
Lucan : Indeed he amplifies too much, as well
as Brebeeuf, the famous French imitator, I£1
remember right, he fometimes takes the whole
comment into the text of the verfion, as par-
ticularly in lin. 808. Urgue Jolet pariter totis fe
¢fundere fignis Corycii preflura croci—And in
the place you quote, he makes of thofe two
lines in the Latin,

Vidit quanta Jub molte jaceret
Noftra dies, rifitque fui ludibria trunci,

no lefs than eight in Englifh,

What you obferve, fure, cannot be an Error-
Spharicus, ftrictly {peaking, either Ptolemaic,
or our Copernican fyftem; Tycho Brahe him-
felf will be on the tranflator’s fide. For Mr.

1 Row
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Row here fays no more, than that he look’d
down on the rays of the fun, which Pompey
might do, even tho’ the body of the fun were
above him.

You can’t but have remarked what a jour-
ney Lucan here makes Cato take for the fake
of his fine defcriptions. From Cyrene he tra-
vels by land, for no better reafon than this ;

Hee eadem [uadebat biems, que clauferat eequor.

The winter's effe@s on the fea, it feems, were
more to be dreaded than all the ferpents, whirl=
winds, fands, &c. by land, which immediately
after he paints out in his fpeech to the foldiers :
Then he fetches a compafs a vaft way round
about, to the Nafamones and Jupiter Ammon’s
temple, purely to ridicule the oracles : and La-
bienus muft pardon me, if I do not believe him
when he fays—/ors obtulit, & fortuna Vig——Ci~
ther Labienus or the map, is very much mif-
taken here. 'Thence he returns back to the
Syrtes (which he might have taken firft in his
way to Utica) and fo to Leptis Minor, where
6ur author leaves him'; who feems to have made
Cato fpeak his own mind, when he tells his

army—1Ire fat ¢ff—noO matter whither. I am,
Your, &c.
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