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134 LETTERS 10 axp

Yook ET°E R K XTI
From Mr. CRoMwEeL T,

Nov. 20, 1710,

T HE fyftem of Tycho Brahe (were it true,
as it 1s novel) could have no room here:
Lucan with the reft of the Latin poets, feems
to follow Plato; whofe order of the {pheres is
clear in Cicero, De natura Deorum, De fomnio
Scipionss, and in Macrobius, The feat of the
Semidei manes is Platonic too, for Apuleins De
deo Socratis afligns the fame to the Genii, viz,
the region of the Air for their intercour(e with
gods and men ; {o that, I fancy, Rowe miftook
the fituation, and I can’t be reconcil’d to,
Look dewn on the fun’s rays. I am glad you a-
gree with me about the latitude he takes ; and
wifh you had told me, if the fortilegi, and fa-
f1dici, could licenfe his inve@ive againft priefls ;
but, I fuppofe, you think them (with Helena)
undeferving of your protection. I agree with
you in Lucan’serrors, and the caufe of them, his
poetic defcriptions: for the Romans then knew
the coaft of Africa from Cyrene (to the fouth-
eaft of which lies Ammon toward Egypt) to
Leptis and Utica: but, pray, remember how
your Homer nodded while Ulyfies {lept, and
waking
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waking knew not where he was, in the fhort
paffage from Corcyra to Ithaca. I likeTrapp’s
verfions for their juftnefs ; his Pfalm is excel-
lent, the prodigies in the firft Georgic judicious
(whence I conclude that ’tis eafier to turn Vir-
gil juftly in blank verfe, than rhyme.) The
eclogue of Gallus, and fable of Phaeton pret-
ty well 5 but he is very faulty in his numbers ;
the fate of Phaeton might run thus,

The blafled Phaeton with blazing bair, )
Shot gliding thro the vaft abyfs of air,
And tumbled headlong, like a falling flar. g

Iam, Your, &c.

LETTER. XXIV.

Nov. 24, 1710.

O make ufe of that freedom and familia-

rity of ftyle, which we have taken up in
our correfpondence, and which is more pro-
perly talking upon paper, than writing ; I will
tell you without any preface, that I never took
Tycho Brahe for one of the ancients, or in the
leaft an acquaintance of Lucan’s; nay, ’tis a
mercy on this occafion that I do not ‘give you
an account of his life and converfation ; as how

he liv’d fome years like an inchanted knight in

K 4 a certain




	Seite 134
	Seite 135

