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waking knew not where he was, in the fhort
paffage from Corcyra to Ithaca. I likeTrapp’s
verfions for their juftnefs ; his Pfalm is excel-
lent, the prodigies in the firft Georgic judicious
(whence I conclude that ’tis eafier to turn Vir-
gil juftly in blank verfe, than rhyme.) The
eclogue of Gallus, and fable of Phaeton pret-
ty well 5 but he is very faulty in his numbers ;
the fate of Phaeton might run thus,

The blafled Phaeton with blazing bair, )
Shot gliding thro the vaft abyfs of air,
And tumbled headlong, like a falling flar. g

Iam, Your, &c.

LETTER. XXIV.

Nov. 24, 1710.

O make ufe of that freedom and familia-

rity of ftyle, which we have taken up in
our correfpondence, and which is more pro-
perly talking upon paper, than writing ; I will
tell you without any preface, that I never took
Tycho Brahe for one of the ancients, or in the
leaft an acquaintance of Lucan’s; nay, ’tis a
mercy on this occafion that I do not ‘give you
an account of his life and converfation ; as how

he liv’d fome years like an inchanted knight in

K 4 a certain
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a certain ifland, with a tale of a King of Den-
mark’s miftre(s that thall be namelefs— But [
have compaffion on you, and would not for the
world you thould fay any longer among the
Genii and Semidei Manes, you know where ;
for if once you get {o near the moon, Sappho
will want your prefence in the clouds and infe-
rior regions; not to mention the great lofs
Drury-lane will {uftain, when Mr. C Is in
the milky way. Thefe celeftial thoughts put
me in mind of the priefts you mention, who are
a fort of Sortilegi in one fenfe, becaufe in their
lottery there are more blanks than prizes ; the
adventurers being at beft in an uncertainty,
whereas the fetters-up are fure of fomething,

Priefts indeed in their charaéer, as they repre=

fent God, are facred ; and o are Conflables as
they reprefent the King; but you will own a
great many of them are very odd tellows, and
the devil of any likenefs in them. Yet I can
aflure you, I honour the good as much as. I de-
teft the bad, and I think, that in condemning
thefe, we praife thofe. . The tranflations from
Ovid I have not fo good an opinion of as you ;
becaufe T think they have little of the, main
chara@eriftic of this author, a graceful eafinefs,
For let the fenfe be. ever fo exactly render’d,
unlefs an author looks like himfelf, in his air,
habit, and manner, ’tis a difguife, and not a

tranflation,

e
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¢ranflation. But as to the Pfalm, I think David
:s much more beholden to the tranflator than
Ovid ; and as he treated the Roman like a Jew,
fo he has made the Jew {peak like a Roman.

Your, &c.

LETTER XXV,

From Mr. CROMWELL.
Dec. 5, 1710.

T HE fame judgment we made on Rowe’s
ixth of Lucan will ferve for his part of the
yith, where I find this memorable line,

Parque novum Fortuna videt concurrere, bellum
Atque virun.

For this he employs fix verfes, among which is
this,
As if on Knightly terms in lifts they ran.

Pray can you trace chivalry up higher than Pha-
ramond ? will you allow it an anachronifm ?—
Tickel in his verfion of the Phznix from Clau-
dian,
When nature ceafes, thou fbalt flill remain,
Nor fecond Chaos bound thy endle[s resgn.

(Claudian thus,
Et
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