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L ET T ER XXVL

Decemb. 17, 1710:

T {cems that my late mention of Crafhaw,
and my quotation from him, has mov’d
your cariofity. 1 therefore fend you the whole
Author, who has held a place among my other
books of this nature for fome years; in which
time having read him twice or thrice, I find
him one of thofe whofe works may juft de-
ferve reading. I take this poet to have writ
like a gentleman, that is, at leifure hours, and
more to keep out of idlenefs, than to eftablifh
a reputation: fo that nothing regular or juft can
be expected from him. All that regards defign,
form, fable (which is the foul of poetry) all
that concerns exa@nefs, or confent of parts
(which is the body) will probably be wanting ;
only pretty conceptions, fine metaphors, glit-
tering expreflions, and fomething of a neat caft
of verfe (which are properly the drefs, gems,
or loofe ornaments of poetry) may be found in
thefe verfes. This is indeed the cafe of moft
other poetical writers of mifcellanies; nor can
it well be otherwife, fince no man can be a
true poet, who writes for diverfion only. Thefe
authors fhould be confider’d as verfifiers and
witty men, rather than as poets; and under
this
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this head will only fall the thoughts, the ex-
preflion, ‘and the numbers. - Thefe are only
the pleafing part of Poetry, which may be
judged of at 3 view, and comprehended a]] at
once. - And (to exprefs myfelf like a painter)
their colouring entertains the fight, but the lines
and life of the picture are not to be infpected
too narrowly,

"This Author form’d himfelf upon Petrarch,
or rather upon Marino. Hijs thoughts, one may
obferve, in the main, are pretty ; but oftentimes
far fetch’d, and too often ftrain’d and ftiffen’d
to make them appear the greater. For men are
never {o apt to think 2 thing great, as when jt
1s odd or wonderfy] ; and inconfiderate authors
would rather be admir’d than underftood. This
ambition of furprizing a reader, is the trye na-
tural caufe of all fuftian, or bombaft in poetry,
To confirm what T have fuid » you need but look
1nto his firft Poem of the Weeper, where the
2d, 4th, 6th, 14th, 210t ftanza’s are as fublime-
ly dull, as the 7th, 8th, oth, 16th, 17th, 20th
and 23d ftanza’s of the fame copy, are foft and
pleafing: and if thefe Lp want any thing, it is
an eafier and more unaffected expreffion. The
remaining thoughts in that poem might have
been fpared, being either but repetitions, or ve-
ry trivial and mean. And by this example in
the firft one ‘may guefs at ali the reft; to be

like
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like this, a mixture of tender gentle thoughts
and fuitable expreffions, of forced and inextrica-
ble conceits, and of needlefs fillers-up to the
reft. From all which it is plain, this author
writ faft, and fet down what came uppermoft.
A reader may fkim off the froth, and ufe the
clear underneath ; but if he goes too deep will
meet with 2 mouthful of dregs; either the top
or bottom of him are good for little, but what
he did in his own, natural, middle-way, is beft.

To {peak of his numbers, 1s a little difficult,
they are {o various and irregolar, and moftly
Pindaric ; ’tis evident his heroic verfe (the beft
example of which is his Mufic’s Duel) is care-
lefly made up; but one may imagine from what
it now is, that, had he taken more care, it had
been mufical and pleafing enough, not extreme-
ly majeftic, but {weet: and the time confider'd
of his writing, he was (even as uncorrect as he
i5) none of the worft verfificators.

I will juft obferve, that the beft pieces of this
author are, a Paraphrafe on Pfal. xxiii. On Lef-
fius, Epitaph on Mr. Athton, Witfhes to his {up-
pos’d miftrefs, and the Dies Iree.

EETTER
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