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IPEETERS o AND

LT T E R XXVIL

Decemb. 30, 1710.

Refume my old liberty of throwing out my-

felf upon' paper to you, and making what
thoughts float uppermoft in my head, the fub-
je&t of a letter. They are at prefent upon
laughter, which (for aught I know) may be
the caufe you might fometimes think me too
remifs a friend, when T was moft intirely {o:
for T am never fo inclin’d to mirth as when I
am moft pleas’d and moft ealy, which is in the
company of a friend like yourfelf,

As the fooling and toying with a miftrefs is
a proof of fondnefs, nor difrefpect, {o is raillery
with a friend. T know there are prudes in
friendthip, who expect diftance, awe, and ado-
ration, but I know you are not of them; andI
for my part am no Idol-worfhipper, tho’ a Pa-
pit.  If I were to addrefs Jupiter himfelf ina
heathen way, I fancy T fhould be apt to take
hold of his knee in a familiar manner, if not
of his beard like Dionyfius; I was juft going to
fay, of his buttons; but I think Jupiter wore
none (however T won’t be pofitive to {o nice a
critic as you, but his robe might be {ubne&ed
with a Fibula.) I know fome philefophers
define laughter, 4 recommendsy g ourfelves to our
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own favour, by comparifon with the weaknefs of
another : but I am fure I very rarely laugh with
that view, ‘nor do I believe children have any
fuch confideration in their heads, when they
exprefs their pleafure this way: I laugh full as
innocently as they, for the moft part, and as
fillily. “There is a difference too betwixt laugh-
ing about a thing and laughing of a thing: one
may find the inferior man (to make a kind of
cafuiftical diftinétion) provoked to folly at the
fight or obfervation of fome circumflance of a
thing, when the thing 7¢[elf appears folemn and
auguft to the fuperior man; that is, our judg-
ment and reafon. Let an Ambafiador {peak
the beft fenfe in the world, and deport himfelf
in the moft graceful manner before a Prince;
yetif* the tail of his fhirt happen (as I have
known it happen to a very wife man) to hang out
behind, more people fhall laugh at that than at=
tend to the other ; ’till they recollect themfelves,
and then they will not have a jot the lefs refpect
for the minifter. = I muft confefs the iniquity
of my countenance before you ; feveral mufcles
of my face fometimes take an impertinent li-
berty with my judgment, but then my judg-
ment foon rifes, and fets all right again about my
mouth: and I find I value no man fo much,
as him in whofe fight I have been playing the
fool. T cannot be fub perfona before a man I
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love; and not to laugh with honefty, vwhen na.
ture prompts, or folly (which is more a fecond
nature than any thing I know) is but a knavih
hypocritical way of making a mafk of one’s
own face.—To conclude, thofe that are my
friends I Jaugh awith, and thofe that are not I
laugh at ; fo am merry in company, and if ever
Iam wife, it is all by myfelf, You take juft
another courfe; and to thofe that are not your
friends, are very civil; and to thofe that are,
very endearing and complaifant : thus when you
and I meet, there will be the Rifus & Blanditie
united together in converfation. as they com-
monly are in a verfe. But without laughter on
the one fide, or compliment on the other, I af-
fure you I am, with real efteem,
' Your, &c,

L. T T ER XXVIIL
From Mr. CROMWELL,

Oct. 26, 1711
MR. Wycherley vifited me at Bath in my
ficknefs, and exprefs’d much affe&ion
to me: hearing from me how welcome his let-
ters would be, he prefently writ to you ; in

which I inferted my ferall, and after, a fecond.
He
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