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44 LETTERSTo AND

love; and not to laugh with honefty, vwhen na.
ture prompts, or folly (which is more a fecond
nature than any thing I know) is but a knavih
hypocritical way of making a mafk of one’s
own face.—To conclude, thofe that are my
friends I Jaugh awith, and thofe that are not I
laugh at ; fo am merry in company, and if ever
Iam wife, it is all by myfelf, You take juft
another courfe; and to thofe that are not your
friends, are very civil; and to thofe that are,
very endearing and complaifant : thus when you
and I meet, there will be the Rifus & Blanditie
united together in converfation. as they com-
monly are in a verfe. But without laughter on
the one fide, or compliment on the other, I af-
fure you I am, with real efteem,
' Your, &c,

L. T T ER XXVIIL
From Mr. CROMWELL,

Oct. 26, 1711
MR. Wycherley vifited me at Bath in my
ficknefs, and exprefs’d much affe&ion
to me: hearing from me how welcome his let-
ters would be, he prefently writ to you ; in

which I inferted my ferall, and after, a fecond.
He
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He went to Gloucefter in his way to Salop, but
was difappointed of a boat, and fo return’d to
the Bath; then he fhewed me your anfwer to
his letters, in which you fpeak of my good-
nature, but, I fear, you found me very froward
at Reading ; yet you allow for my illnefs. 1
could not pofiibly be in the fame houfe with
Mt. Wycheley, tho’ T fought it earneftly ; nor
comie up to town with him, he being engaged
with others ; but, whenever we met, we talk’d
of you. He praifes your * Poem, and even
ont-vies me in kind expreffions of you. As if
he had fot wrote two letters to you, he was for
writing every poft ; I put him in mind he had
already. Forgive me this wrong ; I know not
whether my talking fo much of your great hu-
manity and tendernefs to me, and love to him ;
or whether the return of his natural difpofition
to you, was the caufe; but certainly you are
now highly in his favour: now. he will come
this winter to your houfe, and I muft go with
him; but firlt he will invite you fpeedily to
town.—I arrived on Saturday laft much wea-
ried, yet had wrote fooner, but was told by Mr,
Gay (who has writ a pretty poem to Lintot,
and who gives you his fervice) that you was
gone from home. Lewis fhewed me your
Letter, which fet me right, and your next let-
a Effay on Criticifm. ~ P.
L te
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ter is impatiently expected from me, Mr, Wy-
cherley came to town on Sunday laft, and kind-
ly furprized me with a vifit on Monday morn-
ing. We dined and drank together; and I fay-
ing, 90 our Loves; he reply’d, 'Tis Mr. Pope’s
bealth : He faid he would go to Mr. Thorold’s
and leave a letter for you. Tho’ I cannot an-
fwer for the event of all this, in refpe to him;
yet I can affure you, that, when you pleafe to
come, you will be moft defirable to me, as al-
ways by inclination;, fo now by duty, who
fhall ever be
Your, &ec.

R O g o e 0

Nov. 12, 1711

I Received the entertainment of your letter the
day after I had fent you one of mine, and
I"am but this morning returned hither, The
news you tell me of the many difficulties you
found in your return from Bath, gives me fuch
2 kind of pleafure as we ufually take in accom-
panying our friends in their mix’d adventures ;
for, methinks, I fee you labouring thro all your
inconveniencies of the rough roads, the hard
faddle, the trotting horfe, and what not ? - What
an agreeable furprize would it have been to me,
to
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