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146 L-E T T'EBiR.S TO AND

ter is impatiently expected from me, Mr, Wy-
cherley came to town on Sunday laft, and kind-
ly furprized me with a vifit on Monday morn-
ing. We dined and drank together; and I fay-
ing, 90 our Loves; he reply’d, 'Tis Mr. Pope’s
bealth : He faid he would go to Mr. Thorold’s
and leave a letter for you. Tho’ I cannot an-
fwer for the event of all this, in refpe to him;
yet I can affure you, that, when you pleafe to
come, you will be moft defirable to me, as al-
ways by inclination;, fo now by duty, who
fhall ever be
Your, &ec.

R O g o e 0

Nov. 12, 1711

I Received the entertainment of your letter the
day after I had fent you one of mine, and
I"am but this morning returned hither, The
news you tell me of the many difficulties you
found in your return from Bath, gives me fuch
2 kind of pleafure as we ufually take in accom-
panying our friends in their mix’d adventures ;
for, methinks, I fee you labouring thro all your
inconveniencies of the rough roads, the hard
faddle, the trotting horfe, and what not ? - What
an agreeable furprize would it have been to me,
to
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to have met you by pure accident, (which I was
within an ace of doing) and to have carried you
off trinmphantly, {et you on an eafier pad, and
relieved the wandring knight with a night's lodg-
ing and rural repaft, at our caftle in the foreft?
But thefe are only the pleafing imaginations of
a difappointed lover, who muft {uffer in a me~
lancholy abfence yet thefe two months. Inthe
mean time; I take up with the Mufes for want
of your better company 5 the Moufes, gue nobif-
cumpernoctant, peregrinantur, ruflicantur. Thofe
aérial ladies juft difcover enough to me of their
beauties to urge my purfuit, and draw me on in
a wandering maze. of thought, flill in hopes
(and only in hopes) of attaining thofe favours
from them, which they confer on their more
happy admirers. We grafp fome more beauti-
ful idea in our own brain, than our endeavours
to exprefs it can fet to the view of others; and
ftill do but labour to fall fhort of our firft ima-
gination. The gay colouring which fancy gave
at the firft tranfient glance we had of it goes off
in the execution : like thofe various figures in
the gilded clouds, which while we gaze long
upon, to feparate the parts of each imaginary
image, the whole faints before the eye, and de=

cays into confufion.
I am highly pleafed with the knowledge you
give me of Mr, Wycherley’s prefent temper,
L 2 which
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which feems {6 favourable to me. I (hall ever
have fuch a fund of affetion for him as to be
agreeable to myfelf when I am o to him, and
cannot but be gay when he is in good humour,
as the furface of the earth (if you will pardon a
poetical fimilitude) is clearer of gloomier, juft
as the fun is brighter or more over-caft—]
thould be glad to fee the verfes to Lintot which
you mention, for, methinks, fomething oddly
agreeable may be produced from that fubje@—
For what remains, T am fo well, that nothing
but the affurance of your being {o can makeme
better ; and if you would have me live with any
fatisfaltion thefe dark days in which I cannot
fee you, it muft be by your writing fometimes

to
Your, &c.

LETTER “X%¢

From Mz, CroMwWELL.
Dec. 7, 1711.

M R. Wycherley has, I believe, fent you

two or three letters of invitation ; but you,
like the fair, will be long follicited before you
yield, to make the favour the more acceptable
to the lover. He is much yours by his talk ;

for that unbounded genius which has rang’d at
: ' large
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