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8 LETTERS 1o AND

which feems {6 favourable to me. I (hall ever
have fuch a fund of affetion for him as to be
agreeable to myfelf when I am o to him, and
cannot but be gay when he is in good humour,
as the furface of the earth (if you will pardon a
poetical fimilitude) is clearer of gloomier, juft
as the fun is brighter or more over-caft—]
thould be glad to fee the verfes to Lintot which
you mention, for, methinks, fomething oddly
agreeable may be produced from that fubje@—
For what remains, T am fo well, that nothing
but the affurance of your being {o can makeme
better ; and if you would have me live with any
fatisfaltion thefe dark days in which I cannot
fee you, it muft be by your writing fometimes

to
Your, &c.

LETTER “X%¢

From Mz, CroMwWELL.
Dec. 7, 1711.

M R. Wycherley has, I believe, fent you

two or three letters of invitation ; but you,
like the fair, will be long follicited before you
yield, to make the favour the more acceptable
to the lover. He is much yours by his talk ;

for that unbounded genius which has rang’d at
: ' large
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-Iarge like 2 libertine, now feems confin’d to you:
and I (hould take him for your miftrefs too by
your fimile of the fun and earth : *Tisvery fine,
but inverted by the application ; for the gaicty
of your fancy, and the drooping of his by the
withdrawing of your luftre, perfuades me it
would be jufter by the reverfe. Oh happy fa-
vourite of the Mufes ! how pernoctare, all night
long with them? but alas! you do but toy,
but {kirmith with them, and decline a clofe en-
gagement. Leave Elegy and tranflation to the
inferior clafs, on whom the Mufes only glance
now and then like our winter-fun, and then
leave them in the dark. Think on the dignity
of Tragedy, which is of the greater poetry, as
Dennis fays, and foil him at his other weapon,
as you have done in Criticifm. Every one
wonders that a genius like yours will not fup-
port the finking Drama; and Mr. Wilks (tho’,
I think, his talent is Comedy) has exprefs’d a fu-
rious ambition to fwell in your bufkins. We
have had a poor Comedy of Johnfon’s (not Ben)
which held feven nights, and has got him three
hundred pounds, for the town is (harp-fet on
new plays. In vain would T fire you by inter-
eft or ambition, when your mind is not fuf-
ceptible of either ; tho’ your authority (arifing
from the general efteem, like that of Pompey)
muft infallibly affure you of fuccefs; for which
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153 - LEESF B RIS 5o AXD
in all your wifhes you will be attended with
thote of

Your, &c.

LETTEZR XXXI.
Dec. 21, 1711,

F I have not writ to you fo foon as I ought,
let my writing now atone for the delay ; as

it will infallibly do, when you know what a fa-
crifice I make you at this time, and that every
moment my cyes are employ’d upon this pa-
per, they are taken off from two. of the fineft
faces in the univerfe. But indced *tis forme cone
folation to me to refle&t; that while T but write
this period, I efcape fome hundred fatal darts
from thofe unerring eyes, and about a thou-
fand deaths or better.  Now you, that delight
in dying, would not cnce have dreamt of an
abfent friend in thefe circumftances ; you that
are {o nice an admirer of beauty, or (as a Critic
would {ay after Terence) Jo elegant a [pectator
of forms ; you muft have a fober difh of coffee,
and a folitary candle at your fide, to write an
epiftle lucubratory to your friend 5 whereas I
can do it as well with two pair of radiant lights,
that outthine the golden god of day and filver
goddefs of night, and all the refulgent eyes of
the
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