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153 - LEESF B RIS 5o AXD
in all your wifhes you will be attended with
thote of

Your, &c.

LETTEZR XXXI.
Dec. 21, 1711,

F I have not writ to you fo foon as I ought,
let my writing now atone for the delay ; as

it will infallibly do, when you know what a fa-
crifice I make you at this time, and that every
moment my cyes are employ’d upon this pa-
per, they are taken off from two. of the fineft
faces in the univerfe. But indced *tis forme cone
folation to me to refle&t; that while T but write
this period, I efcape fome hundred fatal darts
from thofe unerring eyes, and about a thou-
fand deaths or better.  Now you, that delight
in dying, would not cnce have dreamt of an
abfent friend in thefe circumftances ; you that
are {o nice an admirer of beauty, or (as a Critic
would {ay after Terence) Jo elegant a [pectator
of forms ; you muft have a fober difh of coffee,
and a folitary candle at your fide, to write an
epiftle lucubratory to your friend 5 whereas I
can do it as well with two pair of radiant lights,
that outthine the golden god of day and filver
goddefs of night, and all the refulgent eyes of
the
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the firmament.—You fancy now that Sappho’s
eyes are two of thefe my tapers, but it is no
{ach matter 5 thefe are eyes that have more per=
fuafion in one glance than all Sappho’s oratory
and gefture together, let her put her body into
what moving poftures {he pleafcs. Indeed, in-
deed, my friend, you could never have found
fo improper a time to tempt me with intereft or
ambition + Jet me but have the reputation of
thefe in my keeping, and as for my own, let
the devil, or let Dennis, take it for ever. How
gladly would I give all 1 am worth, that is to
fay, my Paftorals, for one of them, and my Ef-
fay for the other ? I would lay out all my Poe-
try in Love; an Original fora Lady, and a Tran{-
lation for a Waiting-maid | Alas ! what have I
to.do with Jane Gray, as long as Mifs Molly,
Mifs Betty, or Mifs Patty are in this world ?
Shall T write of beauties murdered long ago,
when there are thofe at thisinftant that murder
me? I'll een compofe my own Tragedy, and
the poet thall appear in his own perfon to move
compaffion : "Twill be far more effectual than
Bays's entring with a rope about his neck, and
the world will own, there never was a more
miferable obje& brought upon the ftage.

Now you that are a eritic, pray inform me,
in what manner I may conne& the foregoing
part of this letter with that which 1s to follow,

L 4 according
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according to the rules ? I would willingly return
Mr. Gay my thanks for the favour of hjs poem,
and in particular for his kind mention of me
I hoped, when I heard a new Comedy had met
with fuccefs upon the flage; that it had been
his, to which I really with no lefs 3 and (had it
been any way in my power) fhould have been
very glad to have contributed to jts introduc-
tion into the world, His verfes to Lintot * have
Put a whim into my head, which you are like
to be troubled with in the oppofite page : take
1t as you find it, the production of half an hour
t'other morning, defign very foon to puta
a tafk of a more fetious nature upon you, in re-
viewing a piece of mine that may better deferve
criticifin ; and by that time you have done with
1t, I hope to tell you in perfon with how much
fidelity I am
Your, &c.

* Thefe verfes are printed in Dr. Swift’s, and our Au-

thor’s Mifcellanies. P.
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