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164 LETTERS TO
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Bath, 1714.
OU are to underftand, Madam, that my
paffion for your fair felf and your fifter,
has been divided with the moft wonderful re-
gularity in the world. Even from my infancy
I have been in love with one after the other of
you, week by week, and my journey to Bath
fell out in the three hundred feventy-fixth week
of the reign of my fovereign lady Sylvia, At
the prefent writing hereof it is the three hun-
dred eighty-ninth week of the reign of your
moft ferene majefty, in whofe fervice T was
lifted fome weeks before I beheld your fifter.
This Information will account for my writing
to either of you hereafter, as either fhall hap-
pen to be Queen-regent at that time.

Pray tell your fifter, all the good qualities
and virtuous inclinations fhe has, never gave
me {o much pleafure in her converfation, as
that one vice of her obftinacy will give me
mortification this month. Ratcliffe commands
her to the Bath, and fhe refufes! indeed if F
were 1n Berkfhire I fhould honour her for this
obftinacy, and magnify her no lefs for difobe-
dience than we do the Barcelonians. But peo-
ple change with the change of places (as we
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{ee of late) and virtues become vices when they
ceale to be for one’s intereft, with me, as with
others.

Vet let me tell her, fhe will never look {fo
finely while fhe 1s upon earth, as fhe would
here in the water. It is not here as in moft
other inftances, for thofe ladies that would
pleafe extremely, muft go out of their own
clement. She does not make half fo good a
figure on horfeback as Chriftina Queen of Swe-
den ; but were fhe once {een in the Bath, no
man would part with her for the beft meirmaid
in Chriftendom. You know I have {feen you
often, I perfeétly know how you look 1n black
and in white, I have experienced the utmoft
you can do in colours; but all your movements,
all your graceful fteps, deferve not half the
glory you might here attain, of a moving and
cafy behaviour in buckram: Something be-
tween f{wimming and walking, free enough,
and more modeftly-half-naked than you can
appear any where clfe. You have conquer’d
enough already by land; (how your ambition,
and vanquith alfo by water. The buckram I
mention is a drefs particularly ufeful at this
time, when, we are told, they are bringing over
the fathion of German ruffs: You ought to
ufe yourfelves to fome degrees of ftiffnefs be-
forehand ; and when our ladies chins have been
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tickled a-while with ftarched muflin and w ire,
they may poffibly bear the brufh of 2 Gmhm
beard and whifker,

I could tell you a delightful ftory of Do&or
P, but want room to dj _pi ay it in all its fhi ining
circumftances, He had heard it was an (\ccl
lent cure for vae to kifs the Aunt of the per-
fon beloved, 'who is generally of years and ex-
perience enough to ddn.u the fierceft flame -
he try’d this cwurfc, in his paffion, and kified
Mrs. E— at Mr., D—’s, but he fﬂf s, it will
not do, and that he loves you as much as
ever,

Your, &c.
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To the fame,

EF you afk how the waters agree with me, I
muft tell you, fo very well, that I queftion
how you and I ﬂlould agree if we were in a
room by ourfelves, " Mrs.—— has honeftly af-
fured me, that but for fome whims wlnch the
can’t entirely conquer, fhe would go and fee
the world with me in man’s cloaths, Even you,
Madam, T fancy (if you would not partake in
our adventures) woyld wait our coming in 1-mt
tne
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