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o ~EBETTERS$ TO

I apprehend he will die, juft as he gets fome-
thing to live upon. Adieu,

LETTEZR XIIL
4 ! VHIS is a day of withes for you, and I

hope you have long known, there is not
one good one which I do not form in your be-
half, Every year that pafles, I with fome
things more for my friends, and fome things
lefs for myfelf. Yet were I to tell you what I
wifh for you in particular, it would be only to
repeat in profe, what I told you laft year in
rhyme (fo fincere is my poetry :) I can only
add, that as I then wifh’d you a friend =, I now
with that friend were Mrs.
Abfence is a fhort kind of death ; and in ei-
ther, one can only wifh, that the friends we
are feparated from, may be happy with thofe
that are left them. I am therefore very folli-
citous that you may. pafs much agreeable time
together : I am forry to fay 1 envy you no
other companion ; tho’ I hope you have o-
thers that you like; and I am always pleas’d in
that hope, when it is not attended with any
fears on your own account.

a To Mhs.

€< O be thou bleft with all that heav’n can fend,
¢ Long health, long life, long pleafure, and a friend.”
I was

on her Ei:‘fé—.?’ff}f.
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I was troubled to leave you both, juftas I
fancy’d we fhould begin to live together in the
country, 'Twas 2 little like dying the mo-
ment one had got all one defir’d in this world,
Yet I go away with one generous fort of fatis-
fa&ion, that what I part with, you are o In-
herit. ;

I know you would both be pleas’d to hear
{fome certain news of a friend departed ; to have
the adventures of his paffage, and the new re-
gions thro” which he travell’d, defcribed ; and,
upon the whecle, to know, that he is as happy
where he now is, as while he liv’d among you.
But indeed I (like many a poor unprepar’d foul)
have feen nothing I like fo well as what I left:
No fcenes of Paradife, no happy bowers, equal
to thofe on the banks of the Thames. Where-
ever I wander, one refleGion firikes me: I with
you were as free asI; or at leaft had a tye as
tender, and as reafonable as mine, to arelation
that as well deferved your conftant thought, and
to whom you would be always pull’d back (1
fuch a manner as I am) by the heart-ftring. 1
have never been well fince I {et out : but don’t
tell my mother fo; it will trouble: her too
much : And as probably the fame reafon may
prevent her fending ‘a trueaccount of her health
tome, I muft defire you to acquaint'me. i
would gladly hear the country air improves
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your own ; but don’t flatter me when you are
ill, that I may be the better fatisfy’d when you
fay you are well: for thefe are things in which
one may be fincerer to a reafonable friend, than
to a fond and partial parent.  Adien.

Lok S B R XLV

OU can’t be furpriz'd to find him a dull

correfpondent whom you Kave known fo
long for a dull companion. And tho’ I am
pretty fenfible, that, if I have any wit, I may
as well write to thow it, as not; yet I'll con-
tent mylelf with giving you as plaina hiftory of
my pilgrimage, as Purchas himfelf, or as John
Bunyan could do of his walking through the wild-
ernefs of this world, &c.

Firft then I went by water to Hampton-
Court, unattended by all but my own virtues ;
which were not of fo modeft a natare as to keep
themfelves, or me, conceal’d: For I met the
Prmce with all bis ladies on horfeback, coming
from hunting.  Mrs. B¥ and Mrs. L* took
me into protection (contrary to the laws againft
harbouring Papifts) and gave mea dinner, with
fomething Iliked better, an opportunity of con-
verfation with Mrs. H*¥, We all agreed that
the life of a Maid of honour was of all things
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