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182 BEE-TAEE-RS T O

your own ; but don’t flatter me when you are
ill, that I may be the better fatisfy’d when you
fay you are well: for thefe are things in which
one may be fincerer to a reafonable friend, than
to a fond and partial parent.  Adien.

Lok S B R XLV

OU can’t be furpriz'd to find him a dull

correfpondent whom you Kave known fo
long for a dull companion. And tho’ I am
pretty fenfible, that, if I have any wit, I may
as well write to thow it, as not; yet I'll con-
tent mylelf with giving you as plaina hiftory of
my pilgrimage, as Purchas himfelf, or as John
Bunyan could do of his walking through the wild-
ernefs of this world, &c.

Firft then I went by water to Hampton-
Court, unattended by all but my own virtues ;
which were not of fo modeft a natare as to keep
themfelves, or me, conceal’d: For I met the
Prmce with all bis ladies on horfeback, coming
from hunting.  Mrs. B¥ and Mrs. L* took
me into protection (contrary to the laws againft
harbouring Papifts) and gave mea dinner, with
fomething Iliked better, an opportunity of con-
verfation with Mrs. H*¥, We all agreed that
the life of a Maid of honour was of all things

the
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the moft miferable: and wifh'd that every wo-
man who envy’d it, had a fpecimen of it. To
eat Weftphalia-ham in a morning, ride over
hedges and ditches on borrowed - hacks, come
home in the heat of the day with a fever, and
(what is worfe 2 hindred times) with a red
mark in the forehead from an uneafy hat 5 all
this may qualify them to make excellent wives
for fox-hunters, and bear abundance of ruddy
complexion’d childrén. As foon as they can
wipe off the fweat of the day, they muft fim=
per an hour and catch cold, in the Princefs’s
apartment : from thence (as Shakefpear has it)
to dinner, with what appetite they may—and af-
ter that, till midnight, walk, work, or think,
which they pleafe. I can eafily believe, no lone-
houfe in Wales, with a mountain and 2 rookery,
is more contemplative than this Court; and as
a proof of it I need only tell you, Mis. L* walk’d
with me three or four hours by moonlight,
and we met no creature of any quality but the
King, who gave audience to the vice-chamber-
lain, all alone, under the garden-wall.

In thort, ‘I heard of no ball, aflembly, baf-
fet-table, or any place where two or three were
gathered together, except Madam Kilmanfegg’s,
to which I had the honour to be invited, and
the grace to ftay away.

I was
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I was heartily tired, and pofted to —- pask's
there we had an excellentdifconife of quackery;
Dr. % was mentioned with honour. Lady —
walked a whole hour abroad without dying afa
terit, at leatt in the time I ftay’d, tho' fhe
feem’d to be fainting, and had convulfive mo-+
tions feveral times in her head.

I arrived in the foreft by Tuefday noon, hav-
ing fled from the face (T with I could fay the
horned face) of Mofes, who dined in the mid+
way thither. Ipafs’d the reft of the day in thofe
woods where I have fo often enjoy’d a book
and a friend ; T made a Hymn as I pafs’d thro’,
which ended with a figh, that T will not tell
you the meaning of,

Your Doélor is gone the way of all his pa<
tients, and was hard put to it how to difpofe
of an eftate miferably unwieldly, and fplendidly
unufefal to him, - 8ir Samuel Garth fays, that
for Ratcliffe to leave a library, was-as if a
Ewnuch thould found a Seraglio. » Dr. S—
lately told a lady, he wonder’d the could be
alive after him : fhe made anfwer, the wonder’d
at it for two reafons, becaufe Dr. Ratcliffe wag

dead, and becaufe Dr, S—— was living. T am

Your, &c,

LEPE R

E————




	Seite 182
	Seite 183
	Seite 184

