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SEVERAL LADIES. 187

Here, at my Lord H ’s, 1 {ee a crea-
ture nearer an augel than a woman (tho’ a
woman be very near as good as an angel;) 1
think vou have formerly heard me mention
Mrs. T— as a credit to the Maker of angels;
(he is a relation of his lordfhip’s; and he grave-
ly propos’d her to me for a wife ; being tender
of her interefts, and knowing (what is a {hame
to Providence) that fhe is lefs indebted to for-
tune than I. T told him, ’twas ‘what he could
never have thought of, if it had not:been his
misfortune to be blind ; and what 1 never could
think of, while I had eyes to fec both her and
myfelf,

I muft not conclude without telling you,
that 1 will do the utmoft in the affair you de-
fire. It would be an inexpreffible joy to me if
I could ferve you, and I will always doall 1
can to give myfelf pleafure. I with as well for
you as for myfelf; T am in love with you both,

as much as I am with myfelf, forI find myfelf
moft fo with either, when I leaft fufpect itz
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H E chief caufe I have to repent my leav-
ing the town, is the uncertainty I am in
every day of your fifter’s ftate of health, I real-
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188 BIENYTE R § 70
ly expected by every poit to have heard of her

recovery, but on the contrary each letter has
been a new awakening to my apprehenfions,
and I have ever fince fuffer’d alarms upon
alarms on her account. No one can be more
fenfibly touch’d at this than I; nor any danger
of any I love could affeét me with more unea-
finefs. I have felt fome weakneflos of a tender
kind; which I would not be free from ; and I
am glad to find my value for people fo rightly
placed, as to perceive them on this occafion,

I cannot be fo good a Chriftian as to be wil-
ling to refign my own bappinefs here, for hers
in another life. I do more than with for her
{afety; for every with I make I find immedi-
ately changed into a prayer, and a more fer-
vent one than I had learn’d to make till now.

May her life be longer and happier than per-
haps herfelf may defire, that is, as long and as
happy as you can with : May her beauty be as
great as poffible, that is, as it always was, or
as yours is.  But whatever ravages a mercilefs
diftemper may commit, I dare promife her
beldly, what few (if any) of her makers of vis
fits and compliments dare to do: fhe fhall
have one man as much her admirer as ever.,
As for your part, Madam, you have me fo
more than ever, fince I have been a witnefs to
the generous tendernefs you have fhewn upon

this occafion, Your, &c. ¢
LETTER
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