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SEVERAL LADIES. a8

IL.ET.TER: XVIL

Am not at all concern’d to think that this

letter may be lefs entertaining than fome 1
have fent -1 know you are a friend that will
think a kind letter as good ' as ‘a diverting one.
He that gives you his mirth makes a much lefs
prefent than he that gives you his heart; “and
true friends would rather fee fuch thoughts as
they communicate only to one' another, than
what they fquander about to all the world.
They who can fet a right value upon any thing,
will prize one tender, well-meant word, above
all that ever made them laugh in their lives. - If
I did not think fo of you, I fhould never have
taken much pains to endeavour to pleafe you,
by writing, or any thing elfe. Wit, T am fure,
I want; at leaft in the degree that T fee others
have it, who would at all feafons alike be en-
tertaining ; but I would willingly have fome
qualities that may be (at fome feafons) of more
comfort to myfelf, and of more {ervice to my
friends. 1 would cut off my own head, ifit
had nothing better than wit in it; and tear out
my own heart, if it had no better difpofitions
than to love only myfelf, and laugh at all my
neighbours,

I know you’ll think it an agreeable thing to
hear that T have done a great deal of Homer.

If
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If it'be tolerable, the world may thank you for
it: for if I'could have feen you every day, and
imagin’d my company could have every day
Pleas’d you, I fhould fearce have thought it
worth my while to pleafe the world. How
many verfes could I gladly have left unfinith’d,
and turn’d into it, for people to fay what they
would of, had I been permitted to pafs all thofe
hours more pleafingly ?  Whatever fome may
think, Fame is a thing I am much lefs covets
ous of, than your F riendthip ; for that, I hope,
will laft all my life; the other I cannotanfwer
for. What if they fhould both grow greater
after my death ? alag ! they would both be of
no advantage to me | Therefore think upon it,
and love me as well as ever you can, while I
live.

Now I talk of fame, I fend you my Temple
of Fame, which is juft come out : but my fen-
timents about it you will fee better by this Epi-
gram,

What’s Fame with Men, by cuftom of the Nation,
Is call d in Women only Reputation :

- About them both why keep we Juch a pother 2
Part you with one, and Tl renounce the other.

LETTER
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