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SEVERAL LADIES. 9%

LETTER XVIL

ALL the pleafure or ufe of familiar letters,
is to give us the aflurance of a friend’s
welfare; at leaft “tis all I know, who am a
mortal enemy and defpifer of what they call
fine letters. In this view, I-promife you, it will
always: be a [atisfa@ion to me to write letters
and to receive them from you; becaufe I un-
feignedly have your good at my heart, and am
that thing, which many people ‘make ‘only 2
{ubjec to difplay their fine: {fentiments upon, a
Friend : which is acharacter that-admits of lit=
tle.to be faid, till fomething may be done.
Now let me fairly tell you, I don’t like your
ftyle: ’tis very pretty, therefore I don’t like
it; and if you writ as well as Voiture, I would
not give a: farthing for fuch letters, unlefs I
were to fell them to be printed. Methinks 1
have loft the Mrs. L* I formerly knew, who
writ and talked like other people (and fome-
times better.)  You muft allow me to fay, you
have not faid a fenfible word in all your letter,
except where you fpeak of fhewing kindnefs
and expefting it in return: but the addition
you make about your being but two and twen-
ty, is again in the ftyle of wit and abcmination.
To fhew you how very unfatisfactorily you
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write, in all your letters you’ve never told me
how you do. Indeed I fee ‘twas abfolutely ne.
ceflary for me to write to you, before you cop-
tinued to take more notice of me, for I ought
fo tell you what you are to expect; that is to
fay, Kindnefs, which I never fail’d (I hope) to
return ; and not Wit, which if I want, I am not
much concerned, becaufe Judgment is a better
thing; and if I had, I would make ufe of it
rather to play upon thofe I defpifed, than to
trifle with thofe I loved. You fee, in fhort,
after what manner you may moft agrecably
write to me: tell me you are my friend, and
you can be no more at a lofs about that article,
As I have open’d my mind upon this to you, it
may alfo ferve for Mr, H—, who will fee by it
what manner of letters he muft expect if he cor-
refponds with me.  As Iam too ferioufly yours
and hisfervant to put turns upon you inftead of
good withes, { in return I thould have nothing
but honeit plain How-d’ye’s and Pray remem-
ber me’s; which not being fit to be thown to
any body for wit, may be a proof we correfpond
only for ourfelves, in mere friendlinefs ; as doth,
God is my witnefs,
Your very, &c.
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