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ry you {o far toward the next world as to make
this lofe the fight of you; but you’ll be like a
ftar, that, while it is fixed to heaven, fhines over
all the earth,

Wherefoever Providence fhall difpofe of the
moft valuable thing I know, I {hall ever follow
you with my fincereft withes, and my beft
thoughts will be perpetually waiting upon you,
when you never hear of me nor them, Your
own guardian angels cannot be more conftant,
nor more filent. I beg you will never ceafe to
think me your friend, that you may not be guil-
ty of that which you never yet knew to com-
mit, an injuftice. As I have hitherto been fo
in {pite of the world, fo hereafter, if it be pof-
fible you thould ever be more oppofed, and
more deferted, I thould only be fo much the
more

Your faithful, &c.

LETTTR XX

ICan fay little to recommend the letters I
fhall write to you, but that they will be the
moft impartial reprefentations of a free heart,
and the trueft copies you ever faw, tho’ of a
very mean origiral.  Not a feature will be
foftened, or any advantageous light employed to
make the ugly thing a little lefs hideous; but
I you
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you {hall find it in all refpects, moft horribly like.
You will do me an injuftice if you look upon
any thing I fhall {fay from this inftant, as a com-
pliment, either to you or to myfelf: Whatever 1
write will be the real thought of that hour ; and
I know you’ll no more expect it of me to per-
fevere till death, in every fentiment or notion 1
now fet down, than you would imagine a man’s
face thould never change when once his picture
yas drawn.

The freedom I fhall ufe in this manner of
thinking aloud, may indeed prove me a fool;
but it will prove me one of the beft fort of
fools, the honeft ones. And fince what folly
we have, will infallibly buoy up at onc time or
other in fpite of all our art to keep it down ;
methinks, ’tis almoft foolifh to take any pains to
conceal it at all, and almoft knavifh to do it
from thofe that are our friends. If Momus’s
project had taken, of having windows in our
breafts, I {hould be for carrying it further, and
making thofe windows, cafements; that while
o .man.fhowed his heart to all the world, -he
might do fomething more for his friends; even
give it them, and truft it to their handling. 1
think I love you as well as King Herod did
Herodias (tho’ I ncver had fo much as one
dance with you) and would as frecly give you
my heart in a difh, as he did another’s head,
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But fince Jupiter will not have it fo, Imuft be
content to thew my tafte in life, as I do my
tafte in painting, by loving to have as little dra-
pery as pofiible. Not that T think every body
naked altogether fo fine a fight, as yourfelf and
a few more would be, but becaufe *tis good to
ufe people to what they muft be acquainted
with; and there will certainly come fome day
of judgment or other, to uncover every foul of
us. We fhall then fee that the Prudes of this
world owed all their fine figure only to their
being ftraiter-laced than the reft ; and that they
are naturally as arrant {quabs as thofe that went
more loofe, nay as thofe that never girded their
loins at all—But a particular reafon that may
€ngage you to write your thoughts the more
freely to me, is, that I am confident no one
knows you better; for I find, when others ex-
prefs their thoughts of you, they fall very fhort
of mine, and, I know, at the fame time, theirs
are fuch as you would think {ufhiciently in your
favour.

You may eafily imagine how defirous T muft
be of a correfpondence with a perfon, who had
taught me long ago that it was as pofiible to
efteem at firft fight, as to love: and who has
fince ruin’d me for all the converfution of one
fex, and almoft all the friendthip of the other.
I am but too fenfible thre’ your means, that the

: company
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company of men wants a certain foftnefs to re-
commend it, and that of women wants every
thing elfe. How often have I been quietly go-
ing to take pofiefiion of that tranquillity and in-
dolence I had fo long found in the Country;
when one evening of your converfation has
fpoil’d me for a Solitaire! Books have loft their
effe@ upon me, and I was convinced fince I
faw you, that there is one alive wifer than all
the fages. A plague of female wifdom! it
makes 2 man ten times mOre uneafy than his
own. What is very ftrange, Virtue herfelf
(when you have the drefling her) is too amiable
for one’s repofe. You might have done a world
of good in your time, if you had allowed half
the fine gentlemen who have feen you, to have
converfed with you; they would have been
ftrangely bit, while they thought only to fall
in love with a fair lady, and you had bewitch’d
them with Reafon and Virtue (two beauties
that the very fops pretend to no acquaintance
with. )

The unhappy diftance at which we corre-
{pond, removes agreat many of thofe reftri¢tions
and punctilious decorums, that oftentimes In
nearer converfation prejudice truth, to fave
good-breeding. I may now hear of my faults,
and you of your good qualities, without a
blufh; we converfe upon fuch unfortunate ge-

0 3 nerous
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ncrous terms, as exclude the regards of fear,
thame, or defign, in either of us, And, me-
thinks it would be as paltry a part, to impofe
(even in a fingle thought) upon each other in
this ftate of feparation, as for {pirits of a differ-
ent Iphere, who have fo little intercourfe with
us, to employ that little (as fome would make
us think' they do) in putting tricks and delufions
upon poor mortals.

Let me begin then, Madam, by afking you
a queftion, that may enable me to judge better
of my own conduét than moft inftances of my
life.  In what manner did I behave in the laft
hour I faw you? What degree of concerndid I
difcover when I felta misfortune, which, I hope,

you will never feel, tha

of parting from what

™ -t

orie moft efteems? for if my parting looked but
like that of your common acquaintance, I am
the greatet of all the hypocrites that ever de-
cency made.

I never fince pafs by your houfe but with the
{ame fort of melancholy . that we feel upon fee-
ing the tomb of a friend, which only ferves to
put us in mind of what we have loft. I refleé
upon the circumflances of your departure,
which 1 was there a witnefs of (your beha-
viour in what I may call your laft moments)
and I indulge a gloomy kind of pleafure in
thinking that thofe laft moments were given to

me.
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me. -1 would fain imagine this was not acci-
dental, but proceeded from 2 penetration, which,
I know, you have, in finding out the truth of
people’s fentiments; and that you were willing,
the laft man that would bave parted from you,
{hould be the laft that did. 1 really looked
upon you juft as the friends of Curtius might
have done upon that Hero, at the inftant when
he was devoting himfelf to glory, and running
to be loft out of generofity: 1 was obliged to
admire your refolution, in as great a degree as I
deplored it; and had only to wifth, that Heaven
would reward fo much virtue as was to be
taken from us, with all the felicities it could en-
joy elfewhere!
I am, &ec.

LETTER XXI,

Can never have too many of your letters. 1
am angry at every f{crap of paper loft, and
tho’ it is but an odd compliment to compare 2
fine lady to a Sibyl, your leaves, methinks,
like hers, are too good to be committed to the
winds; tho’ 1 have no other way of receiving
them but by thofe unfaithful meflengers. 1
have had but three, and I reckon that fhort one
O 4 from
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