BIBLIOTHEK

UNIVERSITATS-
PADERBORN

The Works Of Alexander Pope Esq.

In Nine Volumes Complete. With His Last Corrections, Additions, And
Improvements; As they were delivered to the Editor a little before his
Death

Containing The First of his Letters

Pope, Alexander

London, 1751

XXI. To the same.

Nutzungsbedingungen

urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-56122

Visual \\Llibrary


https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-56122

By vi e

SEVERAL L-ADEES. 459

me. -1 would fain imagine this was not acci-
dental, but proceeded from 2 penetration, which,
I know, you have, in finding out the truth of
people’s fentiments; and that you were willing,
the laft man that would bave parted from you,
{hould be the laft that did. 1 really looked
upon you juft as the friends of Curtius might
have done upon that Hero, at the inftant when
he was devoting himfelf to glory, and running
to be loft out of generofity: 1 was obliged to
admire your refolution, in as great a degree as I
deplored it; and had only to wifth, that Heaven
would reward fo much virtue as was to be
taken from us, with all the felicities it could en-
joy elfewhere!
I am, &ec.

LETTER XXI,

Can never have too many of your letters. 1
am angry at every f{crap of paper loft, and
tho’ it is but an odd compliment to compare 2
fine lady to a Sibyl, your leaves, methinks,
like hers, are too good to be committed to the
winds; tho’ 1 have no other way of receiving
them but by thofe unfaithful meflengers. 1
have had but three, and I reckon that fhort one
O 4 from
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200 LETTERSTO

from D » Which was rather a dying ejacu-
lation than a letter, '

You have contrived to fay in your laft the
two things moft pleafing to me: The firft, that
whatever be the fate of your letters, you will
continue to write in the difcharge of your cop-
fcience.  The other is, the juftice you do me,
In taking what T writ to you, in the ferious
manner it was meant; it is the point upon
which I can bear no {ufpicion, and in which,
above all, I defire to be thought ferious, It
would be’ vexatious indeed, if you thould pre-
tend to take that for wit, which is no more
than the natural overflowing of a heart jm-
proved by an efteem for you: but fince you
tell me you believe me, I fancy my expref-
fions have not been entirely unfaithful to my
thoughts,

May your faith be encreafed in 2l truths,
that are g5 great as this ; and, depend upon it,
to whatever degree it may extend, you can ne-
ver be a bigot.

If you could fee the heart T talk of, you
would really think it » foolith good kind of
thing, with fome qualities as well-deferving
to be balf-laughed at, and half-efteemed, as
moft hearts in the world,

Its grand forble in regard to you, is the moft
like Reafon of any foible in nature, Upon my

word
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word this heart is not like a great warchoufe,
ftored only with my own goods, or with empty
fpaces to be fupplied as faft as Intereft or Am-
bition can fill them: but is every inch of it lett
out into lodgings for its friends, and fhall never
want a corner where your idea will always lie
as warm, and as clofe, as any idea in Chrift-
endom.

If this diftance (as you are fo kind as to fay)
enlarges your belief of my friendfhip, I affure
you, it has fo extended my notion of your va-
lue, that I begin to be impious upon that ac-
count, and to wifh that even {flaughter, ruin,
and defolation may interpofe between you and
the place you defign for; and that you were
reftored to us at the expence of a whele
people.

Is there no expedient to return you in peace
to the bofom of your country? I hear you are
come as far as —: do you only look back to die
twice? is Eurydice once more fnatched to the
fhades? If ever mortal had reafon to hate the
King, it is I, whofe particular misfortune it is,
to be almoft the only innocent perfon he has
made to fuffer; both by his Government a:
home, and his Negotiations abroad.

If you muft go from us, I wilh at leaft you
might pafs to your banithment by the moit
pleafant way ; that all the road might be rofes

and
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and myrtles, and a thoufand objects rife round
you, agreeable enough to make England lefs
defirable to you, It is not now my intereft to
wifh England agreeable: It is highly probable
it may ufe me ill enough to drive me from i,
Can I think that place my country, where I
cannot now call a foot of paternal Earsh my
own? Yet it may feem fome alleviation, that
when the wifeft thing I can do is to leave my
country, what was moft agreeable in it thould
firft be fnatched away from it.

I could overtake you with pleafure in —, and
malke that tour in your company. Every rea-
fonable entertainment and beautiful view would
be doubly engaging when you partook of it, I
thould at leaft attend you to the fea coafts, and
caft a laft look after the fails that tranf{ported
you. But perhaps I might care as little to ftay
behind you; and be full -as uneafy to live ina
country where I faw others perfecuted by the
rogues of my own religion, as where I was
perfecuted myfelf by the rogues of yours. And
it is not impofible I might run into Afia in
fearch of liberty ; for who would not rather live
a freeman among a nation of flaves, than a
flave among a nation of freemen ?

In good earneft, if I knew your motions, and
your exact time; I verily think, I fhould be
once more happy in a fight-of you next {pring.

I'll
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Ill conclude with a wifh, God fend you
with us, or me with you.

LETTER XXIL

OU will find me more troublefome than
ever Brutus did his evil Genius; 1 fhall
meet you in more places than one, and often
refreth your memory before you arrive at your
Philippi. Thefe fhadows of me (my letters)
will be haunting you from time to time, and
putting you in mind of the man who has really
fuffer’d very much from you, and whom you
have robb’d of the moft valuable of his enjoy-
ments, your converfation.  The advantage of
hearing your fentiments by difcovering mine,
was what I always thought a great ong, and
even worth the rifque 1 generally run of mani-
felting my own indifcretion. You then re-
warded my truft in you the moment it wa
given, for you pleas’d or inform’d me the mi-
nute you anfwer’d. I muft now be contented
with more flow returns. However, ’tis fome
pleafure, that your thoughts upon paper will be
a more lafting poffeffion to me, and that I fhall
no longer have caufe to complain of a lofs 1
have fo often regretted, that of any thing you
{aid, which I happen’d to forget. In earneft,
Madam,
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