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LETTER XXIIL

To Mrs. ARABELLA FERMOR.
On her Marriage.

YOU are by this time fatisfied how much
the tendernefs of one man of merit is to
be preferred to the addrefles of a thoufand.
And by this time the Gentleman you have
made choice of is fenfible, how great is the joy
of having all thofe charms and good qualities
which have pleafed {fo many, now applied to
pleafe one only. It was but juft, that the fame
Virtues which gave you reputation, fhould give
you happinefs ; and I can wifh you no greater,
than that you may receive it in as high a degree
yourfelf, as fo much good humour muft infal-
libly give it to your hufband.

It may be expected, perhaps, that one who
has the title of Poet fhould fay fomething more
polite on this occafion : But I am really more a
well-wifher to your felicity, than a celebrater
of your beauty. Befides, you are now a mar-
ried woman, and in a way to be a great many
better things than a fine lady 3 fuch as an excel-
lent wife, a faithful friend, a tender parent, and
at laft, as the confequence of them all, a faint in
heaven. You ought now to hear nothing but
that, which was all you ever defired to hear

(whatever
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(whatever others may have {poken to you) I
mean Truth: and it is with the utmoft that [
affure you, no friend you have can more rejoics
i any good that befals you, is more fincerely
delighted with the profpe of your future hap-
pinefs, or more unfeignedly defires a long con- |
tinuance of it,

I hope, you will think it but juft, that a man |
who will certainly be {poken of as your admir-
er, after he is dead, may have the happinefs to
be efteemed, while he is living,

Your, &c.
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