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care. 'The inftances I daily meet with of thefe
agrecable awakenings of friendfhip, are of too
pleafing a nature not to be acknowledged when-
ever I think of you, 1am

daur, &c..

| 73 D el w8 DI SRS
April 30, 1713-

Have been almoft every day employ’d in fol-

lowing your advice, and zimuﬁng myfelf in
painting, in which Iam moft particularly obliged
to Mr. Jervas, who gives me daily inftructions
and examples. As to poetical affairs, I am
content at prefent to be a bare looker-on, and
from a practitioner turn an admirer, which is
(as the world goes) not very ufual. Cato was
not fo much the wonder of Rome in his days,
as he is of Britain in ours; and though all the
foolith induftry poffible has been ufed to make
it thought a party-play, yet what the author
once faid of another may the moft properly in

the world be apply’d to him, on this occa-
fion,

Envy itfelf is dumb, in wonder Iloft,
And Faltions ftrive, who fball applaud bim moft.

"The numerous and violent claps of the Whig-
party on the one fide of the theatre, were e-

cho’d
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cho’d back by the Tories on the other ; while
the author fweated behind the fcenes with con-
cern to find their applaufe proceeding more
from the hand than the head. This was the
cafe too of the prologue writer®, who was
clapp’d into a ftanch whig, at almoft every two
lines. I believe you have heard, that after all
the applaufes of the oppofite faction, my Lord
Bolingbroke fent for Booth, who play’d Cato,
into the box, between one of the ads, and pre-
fented him with fifty guineas ; in acknowledg-
ment (as he exprefs'd it) for defending the
caufe of liberty fo well againft 4 Perpetual Dic-
tator. The whigs are unwilling to be diftanc’'d
this way, and therefore defign a prefent to the
fame Cato very fpeedily ; in the mean time they
are getting ready as good a fentence as the for-
mer on their fide: fo betwixt them, ’tis pro-
bable that Cato (as Dr. Garth exprefs'd it)
may have fomething to live upon, after he dies,
Iam
Your, &c,

1 Himfelf.

LETTER
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