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220 L:ETTERS T6 Anp

us, and review his piture, and then to alter
fome things, fo as to pleafe himfelf; which I
know will not be, till every thing in it is per-
fect ; no more than I can be, till you believe
me to be with that fincerity and efteem, that [
am and will ever continue, your moft faithful
friend.

L8 TER VI

B Dec. 16, 1713.

T was one of the Enigma’s of Pythagoras,

“ When the winds rife, worfhip the E-
“cho.” A modern writer explains this to fig-
nify, “ When popular tumults begin, retire to
¢ folitudes, or fuch places where Echo’s are
““ commonly found, rocks, woods, &c.”” I am
rather of opinion it fhould be interpreted,
“ When rumours increafe, and when there is
““ abundance of noife and clamour, believe the
*“ fecond report:” This I think agrees more
exactly with the echo, and is the more natu-
ral application of the fymbol., However it be,
either of thefe Precepts is extremely proper to
be followed at this feafon ; and I cannot but
applaud your refolution of continuing in what
you call your cave in the foreft, this winter ;

and preferring the noife of breaking ice to that
of
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of breaking ftatefmen, the rage of ftorms to
that of parties, the fury and ravage of floods
and tempefts, to the precipitancy of fome,
and the ruin of others, which, I fear, will be
our daily profpeéts in London.

I fincerely with myfelf with you, to contem-
plate the wonders of God in the firmament, ra-
ther than the madnefs of man on the earth.
But I never had fo much caufe as now to com-
plain of my poetical ftar, that fixes me, at this
tumultous time, to attend the gingling of rhymes
and the meafuring of fyllables : to be almoft the
only trifler in the nation; and as ridiculous as
the poet in Petronius, who, while all the reft
in the fhip were either labouring or praying for
life, was fcratching his head in 2 little room,
to write a fine defcription of the tempeft.

You tell me, you like the found of no arms
but thofe of Achilles : for my part I like them
as little as any other arms. I lifted myfelf in
the battles of Homer, and I am no {ooner in
war, but, like moft other folks, I with my-
felf out again.

I heartily join with you in wifhing Quiet to
our native country : Quiet in the ftate, which,
like Charity in religion, is 'too much the per-
fection and happinefs of either, to be broken
or violated on any pretence or profpect what-
foever. Fire and {word, and fire and faggot,
re
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are equally my averfion. I can pray for oppo~
fite parties, and for oppofite religions, with
great fincerity. I think to be a lover of one’s
country is a glorious elogy, but I do not think
it {o great an one as to be a lover of man-
kind.

I fometimes celebrate you under thefe denc-
minations, and join your health with that of
the whole world ; a truly catholic health, which
far excels the poor narrow-{pirited, ridiculous
healths now in fathion, to this church, or that
church. Whatever our teachers may {ay, they
muft give us leave at leaft to with aeneroufly.
Thelfe, dear Sir, are my general difpofitions;
but whenever I pray or with for particulars,
you are one of the firft in the thoughts and af-
feCtions of

Your, &c.

BT TE-R-"VIIIL
From Sir WirtrLianm TrRUuMBULL,

Jan. 19, 1715-16.

I Should be aftham’d of my long idlenefs, in
not acknowledging your kind advice about
Echo, and your moft ingenious explanation of
it relating to popular tumults ; which I own to

be
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