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LETTERS 1o AND

are equally my averfion. I can pray for oppo~
fite parties, and for oppofite religions, with
great fincerity. I think to be a lover of one’s
country is a glorious elogy, but I do not think
it {o great an one as to be a lover of man-
kind.

I fometimes celebrate you under thefe denc-
minations, and join your health with that of
the whole world ; a truly catholic health, which
far excels the poor narrow-{pirited, ridiculous
healths now in fathion, to this church, or that
church. Whatever our teachers may {ay, they
muft give us leave at leaft to with aeneroufly.
Thelfe, dear Sir, are my general difpofitions;
but whenever I pray or with for particulars,
you are one of the firft in the thoughts and af-
feCtions of

Your, &c.

BT TE-R-"VIIIL
From Sir WirtrLianm TrRUuMBULL,

Jan. 19, 1715-16.

I Should be aftham’d of my long idlenefs, in
not acknowledging your kind advice about
Echo, and your moft ingenious explanation of
it relating to popular tumults ; which I own to

be
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be very ufeful : and yet give me leave to tell
you, that I keep myfelf to a {horter ‘receipt of
the fame Pythagoras, which is Silence ;. and
this I (hall obferve, if not the whole time of his
difcipline, yet at leaft till your return into this
country. 1 am obliged further to this method,
by the moft fevere weather I ever felt; when,
tho’ I keep as near by the fire fide as may be,
yet gelidus concrevit frigore fanguis; and often 1
apprehend the circulation of the blood begins to
be ftop’d. I have furthergreat lofles (to a poor
farmer) of my poor oxen—Intereunt pecudes,
Shant circumfufa pruinis Corpora magna boum,
&ec.

Pray comfort me, if you can, by telling me
that your fecond volume of Homer is not fro-
zen ; for it muft be exprefs’d very poetically, to
fay now, that the preffes fweat.

I cannot forbear to add a piece of artifice I
have been guilty of, on occafion of my being
obliged to congratulate the birth-day of a friend
of mine : when finding I had no materials of
my own, I very frankly fent him your imita-
tion of Martial’s epigram on Antonius Primus®,

‘ = r ; e
+ _}(Hm nurerat p;arm"g ﬂ'f.f.'.‘ Antonius &0, e,

At length my Friend (while Time with ftill career
Wafts on his gentle wing his eightieth year)
Sees his paft days fafe out of Fortune’s pow’r,

'I'\Tr > o . - *
Nor dreads approaching Fate’s uncertain hour ;

This

L S e i

r




224 I°E T 1"E RS &

This has been applauded fo much, that T am in
danger of commencing Poet, perhaps laureat,
(pray defire my good friend Mr. Rowe to enter
a caveat) provided you will further increafe my
ftock in this bank. In which proceeding I have
laid the foundation of my eftate, and as honeft-
ly, as many others have begun theirs. But now
being a little, ‘as young beginners’ often are, I
offer to you (for I have conceal’d the true au-
thor) whether you will give me orders to de-
clare who is the father of this fine child or not ?
Whatever you determine, my fingers, pen, and
ink are fo frozen, that I cannot thank you more
at large. You will forgive this and all other
faults of, Dear Sir,
Your, &c.

Reviews his life, and in the ftri& furvey
Finds not one moment he could with away,

Pleas’d with the feries of each happy day.

Such, fuch a man extends his life’s fhort fpace,

And from the goal again renews the race:

For he lives twice, who can at once employ

The prefent well, and ev’n the paft enjoy.

TETTERS
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