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TO AND FROM

SEVERAL PERSONS.

From 1711, to 1714,

ERITYE Rk
To the Hon. J. G. Efq.

June 15, 1711.

Send you Dennis’s remarks on the * Effay ;

which equally abound in juft criticifms and
fine raillerics. The few obfervations in my
hand in the margins, are what a morning’s
leifure permitted me to make purely for your
perufal.  For I am of opinion that fuch a cri-
tic, 2s you will find him by the latter part of his
Book, is but one way to be properly anfwer’d,
and that way 1 would not take after what he
informs me in his preface, that he 1s at this time

2 On Critici{m,

_92‘ perfecutcd
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perfecuted by fortune. " This I knew not e
fore ; if I'had, his name had been {pared in the:
Effay, for that only reafon:: I can’t concsive
what ground he has for {o exceflive a refent.
ment ; nor imagine how thofe ® three lines ean
be called a refle@ion on his perfon, ‘which on-
ly defcribe him fubjeét a little to anger on fome
occafions. ' I have heard of combatants. fo very
furious, as to fall down themfelves with that
very blow which they defign’dto lay heavy on
their antagonifts, ~But if Mr. Dennis’s rage
proceeds only from a zeal to difcourage young
and unexperienced writers from. icribling, he
fhould frighten us with his verfe, not profe : for
I have often known, that, when all the pre-
cepts in the world would not reclaim a finner,.
fome very fad example has done the bufinefs.
Yet to give this man his due, he has objected
to one or two lines with reafon, and I will al-
ter them in cafe of another edition ; I will make
my enemy do me a kindnefs where he meant
an injury, and fo ferve inftead of a friend.
What he obferves at the bottom of page 20 of
his reflections, was objected to by yourfelf, and
had been mended but for the hafte of the prefs:
F confefs it what the Englith call a Bull, in the

® But Appius reddens at each word you fpeak,
And ftares tremendous with a threat’ning eye,
ike fame fierce tyrant in old tapeftry.

cxprefﬁom__
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expreffion, tho’ the fenfe be manifeft enough :
Mr. Dennis’s Bulls are feldom in the expref-
fion, they are generally in the fenfe.

I {hall certainly never make the leaft reply
to him ; not only becaule you advife me, but
becaufe I have ever been of opinion, that, if a
book can’t anfwer for itfelf to the public, “tis
to no fort of purpofe for its author to do it*.
If I am wrong in any fentiment of that Effay,
I proteft fincerely, I don’t defire all the world
thould be deceived (which would be of very ill
confequence) merely that I myfelf may be
thought right (which is of very little confe-
quence.) I would be the firft to recant, for the
benefit of others, and the glory of myfelf; for
(as I take it) when a man owns himfelf to have
been in an error, he does but tell you in other
words, that he is wifer than he was. But 1
have had an advantage by the publithing that
book, which otherwife I fhould never have
known ; it has been the occafion of making
me friends and open abettors, of feveral gentle-
men of known fenfe and wit; and of proving

< In works of Poetry, and | or the defence of an Au-
generally, in whatever con- | thor’s honeft fame, may
cérns the Compofition of a fometimes make it necefla-
book, ‘this rule is a very | ry, or expedient for him to
good one. In controverted | an{wer the Objections made

Opinions the cafe is different. | to his book.
The advancement of truth,
2,2 t
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to me what I have till now doubted, that my
writings are taken fome notice of by the world,
or I fhould never be attacked thus in particular,
I have read that "twas a cuftom among the Ro-
mans, while a General rode in triamph, to have
the common foldiers in the ftrects that railed at
him and repreached him; to put him in mind,
that tho’ his fervices were in the main approved
and rewarded, yet he had faults enough to keep
him humble.

You will {fee by this, that whoever fets up
for wit in thefe days ought to have the con-
ftancy of a primitive Chriftian, and be prepar-
ed to fuffer martyrdom in the caufe of it. But
fure this is the firft time that a2 Wit was at-
tacked for his Religion, as, you’ll find, I am
moft zealoafly in this treatife; and you know,
Sir, what alarms I have had from the © oppo-
fite fide on this account. - Have I not reafon to
ery out with the poor fellow in P7rgil,

Ruid jam mifero mibi denique reflat?
Cui neque apud Danaos ufguam locus, ef [uper iph
Dardanid= nfenfi penas cum fanguine pofcunt!
*Tis however my happinefs that' yow, Sir,
are impartial,
Jove was alike to Latian and to Phrygian,
For you well know, that Wit's of na Religiont.

2 See the enfuing Letter,

The
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The manner in which Mr. D. takes to pieces
feveral p“itu,al*l lL. es, detached from their na-
-tur;tl p;uctfs 1ay fhew how eafy it is to-a ca-
viller to give a new fenfe, or a new nonfenfe to

any thing. And indeed his conflructions are
not more wrefted from the genuine meaning
than theirs who objected to the hetorodox par [b)
as they called them.

Our friend the Abbe is not of that fort, whe
with the utmoft candour and freedom has mo-
deftly told me what others thought, and thewn
himfelf onc (as he very well exprefies it) rather
of a number than a party. The only di fference
between us in relation to the Monks, is, that he
thinks moft forts of learning flourithed among
them, and T am opinion, tImt only fome fort of
]’mmncr was barely kept alive by them: he be=
lieves th’lt in the moft nataral and obvieus fenfe,
that line (A fecond deluge learning over-run)
will be underftood of learning in general ; and
I fancy "twill be underftood onlv (as’tis m:'*-‘-'-'rj
of polite learning, critici{m, poetry, &c. which
is the only learning concerned in the fubject of
the Effay, It is true, that the monks did pre-
{erve what learning there was, about Nicholas
the fifth’s time; but thofe who fucceeded fell
into the depth of barbarifm, or atleaft ftood at
a ftay while others arofe from thence, infomuch
that even Erafmus and Reuchlin could hardly

i3 laugh
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laugh them out of it. T am highly obliged to
the Abbe’s zeal in my commendation, and
goodnefs in not concealing what he thinks my
error. And his teftifying fome efteem for the
book juft at a time when his brethren rais'd 2
clamour agzinft it, ‘is an inftance of great ge-
nerofity and candour, which I fhall ever ac-
knowledge,

Your, &.

T e Dl U LS
To the {fame.

June 8, 1y
N your laft. you informed me of the mif-
taken zeal of fome people, who feem to
make it no lefs their bufinefs to perfuade men
they are erroneous, than doéars do that they
are fick; only that they may magnify their
own cure, and trinmph over an imaginary dif-
temper, ‘The fimile objected to in my Effay,

(Thys wit, like faith, by each man is o ply'd
To one fmall [eét, and all are dam’d befide.)

plainly concludes at this fecond line, where
ftands a full ftop: and what follows (?‘f z?hf}'
they feek, &¢.) fpeaks only of wit (which I8
meant by that blefling, and that fun) for how

' can
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can the fun of faith be faid to fublime the

fouthern wits, and to ripen the genius's of .
northern climates? I fear, thefe gentlemen un-
derftand grammar as little as they do criticiim:
and, perhaps, out of good-nature to the monks,
are willing to take from them the cenfure of ig-
norance, and to have it to themfelves. The
word they refers (as, I am {ure, I meant, and as
1 thought every one muft have known) to thofe

Critics-there fpoken of, who are partial to fome

particular fett of writers, to the prejudice of all
others. And the very fimile itfelf, # twice
read, may convince them, that the .cenfure
here of damning, lies not on our church at all,

unlefs they call our church one [finall feét: and
the cautious words by ecach man) manifeftly
fhow it a general refleGtion on all fuch (who-

ever they are) who entertain thofe narrow and

limited notions of the mercy of the Almightys;

which the reformed minifters and prefbyterians
are as guilty of asany people living,

Yet after all, I promife you, Sir, if the alte-
ration of a word or two will gratify any man of
found faith tho’ weak wunderftanding, 1 will
(though it were from no ether principle than
that of common good-nature) comply with it.
And if you pleafe but to particularize the {pot
where their objection lies (for it is in a very
narrow compafs) that ftumbling-block, tho’ it

R4 be
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be but a little pebble, {hall be removed out of
their 'way.  If the heat of thefe good difpu-
tants (who, 1 am afraid, being bred up to
wrangle in the ﬁ;hcof, cannot get rid of t
humour all their | lives) fhould proceed fo far as
to. perfonal reflections upon me, I affure you,
norw'*’lft"mtmg I will do or fay nothing, how-
ever provok’d (for fome peop le can no more
provoke than oblige) that is unl becoming the
true charafter of a Catholic, I will fet before
me the example of that great man, and great
faint, Erafinus; who in the midft of f calumny
prou.em.d vflth all the calmnefs of innocence?,
and the unrevenging fpirit of primitive chnilu-
nity. Howev er, I would advife them to fuffer
the mention of h]rn to pafs u nregarded, left I
thould be forced to do th*t for hls ICPUtuUDI
which I would never do for my own ; I mean,
to vindicate {o great a light of our Lme] from
the malice of puﬁ timu, and the mromrtc of
the plf.l[i‘ﬂf n a laﬁf‘fu age which may extend
farther than that in wluch the trifle about critis
cifm is written, I with thefe gentlemen would
be contented with fin 1ding fm with me only,
who will fubmit to them right or wrong, as
far as-] only gm concerned ; 1 have a greater
regard to the quiet of manmnd than to difturb

@ I doubt this s not .lllk,[ik true. Sece his Anfwers to Lee,
aichbifhop of York,

s
(o )

B e —
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i¢ for things of fo little confequence as my Cre=
dit and my fenfe, A little humility can do a
poet no hurt, and a little charity would doa
prieft none: for, as St. Auftin finely fays, Ubz
charitas, ibi bumilitas; wbi bumilitas, 1bi pax.
Your, &c.

| e g i e o R D E I
To the {ame.

July 195 1711,

HE concern which you more than feem

to be affeéted with for my reputation, by
the feveral accounts you have fo obligingly given
of what reports and cenfures the holy Vandals
have thought fit to pafs upon me, makes me
defirous of telling fo good a friend my whole
thoughts of this matter ; and of fetting before
you, in a clear light, the true ftate of it.

I have ever believed the beft piece of fervice
one could do to our religion, was openly to ex-
prefs our deteftation and fcorn of all thofe
mean artifices and pie fraudes, which it ftands
{o little in need of, and which have laid 1t un-
der {o great 2 {candal among its enemies.

Nothing has been fo much a {carecrow to
them, as that too peremptory and uncharitable

: aflertion
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affertion of an utter impofibility of falvation te
all but ourfelves: invincible ignorance excepted,
which indeed fome people define under fo great
limitations, and with fuch exclufions, that it
feems asif that word were rather jnvented asa
falyo, or expedient, not to be thought too bold
with the thunder-bolts of God (which are hurl-
ed about fo freely on almoft all mankind by the
hands of ecclefiaftics) than as a real exception
to almoft univerfal damnation. For befides the
fmall number of the truly faithful in our
Church, we muft again fubdivide ; the Janfe-
nift is damned by the Jefuit, the Jefuit by the
Janfenift, the Scotift by the Thomift, and fo
forth.

There may be Errors, T grant, but I can’t
think them of fuch confequence as to deftroy
utterly the Charity of mankind; the very great-
eft bond in which we are ingaged by God to
one another: - therefore, I own to you, I was
glad of any epportunity to exprefs my diflike
of {o thocking a fentiment as thofe of the reli-
gion I profefs are commonly charged with ; and
I hoped, 2 flight infinuation, introduced fo eafi-
ly by a cafual fimilitude only, could never have
given offence ; but on the contrary muit needs
have done good ; in a nation and time, wherein
we are the {maller party, and confequently

moft
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moft mifreprefented, and moft in need of vin-
dication.

For the fame reafon, T took occafion to men-
tion the fuperftition of fome ages after the {fub-
verfion of the Roman Empire, which is too
manifeft a truth to be denied, and does 1n no
fort refle¢t upon the prefent profeflors of our
faith, who are free from it. - Our filence in
thefe points may, with fome reafon, make our
adverfaries think we allow and perfift in thofe
bigotries; which’ yet in reality allgood and fen-
fible men defpife, tho’ they are perfuaded not
to {peak againft them, I can’t tell why, fince
now ’tis no way the intereft even of the worlt
of our priefthood (as 1t might have been then)
t6 have them fmothered in filence: For, as the
oppofite fects are now prevailing, ’tis too late
¢5 hinder our church from being flander’d ; ’tis
ofif bufinefs now to vindicate ourfelves from
being thought abettors of what they charge us
with. This can’t fo well be brought about
with ferious faces; we muft laugh with them
at what deferves it, or be content to be laughed
at, with fuch as deferve it.

As to particulars: you cannot but have ob-
ferved, that at firft the whole objection againft
the fimile of Wit and Faith lay to the word
They: when that was beyond contradition re-
moved (the very grammar {erving to confute

them)
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them) then the obje@ion was againft the fimile
itfelf; or if that fimile will not be objected to
{fenfe and common reafon being indeed a little
{tubborn, and not apt to give way to every bo-
dy) next the mention of Superftition muft be-
€omea crime ; as if Religionand the were fifters,
or that it were fcandal upon the family of
Chrift, to fay a word againdt the devil’s baftard.
Afterwards, more mifchief is difcover'd in a
place that feemed innocent at firft, the two lines
about Schifinatics. An ordinary man would
imagine the author plainly declared againt
thofe {chifmatics, for quitting the true faith out
of a contempt of the underftanding of fome
few of its believers: but thefe believers are
called dull, and becaufe I fay that thofe fchif-
matics think fome believers dull, therefore
thefe charitable interpreters of my meaning will
have it, that I think all believers dull, I was
lately telling Mr. * # thefe objections : who af-
fured me I had faid nothing which a catholic
need to difown ; and T have caufe to know that
gentleman’s fault (if he has any) is not want
of zeal: He put a notion into my head,which,
I confefs, Ican’t but acquiefce in; that whena
fett of people are piqued at any truth which
they think to their own difadvantage, their me-
thod of revenge on the truth-fpeaker is to attack
his reputation a by-way, and not openly to ob-

I ject
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jet to the place they are really galled by: what
thefe therefore (in his opinion) are in earneft
angry at, is, that Erafmus, whom their tribe
opprefled and perfecuted, thould be vindicated
after an age of obloquy by one of their own
people, willing to utter an honeft trath in be-
half of the dead, whom no man fure will flat-
ter and to whom few will do juftice. Others,
vou know,were as angry that I mentioned Mr.
Walth with honour: who as he never refufed
to any one of merit of any party the praife due
to him, fo honefily deferved it from all others,
tho’ of ever fo different interefts or fentiments.
May I be ever guilty of this fort of liberty, and
latitude of principle! which gives us the hardi-
uefs of fpeaking well of thofc whom envy op=
prefles even after death.  As I would always
fpeak well of my living friends when they are
abfent, nay becaufe they are abfent, fo would
T much more of the dead, in that eternal ab=
fence; and the rather becaufe I expect no
thanks for it.

Thus, Sir, you fee I do in my confcience
perfift in what I have written; yet in my
friend(hip I will recant and alter whatever you
pleafe, in cafe of a fecond edition (which I
think the book will not fo foon arrive at, for
Tonfon’s printer told me he drew off a thou-
fand copies in this firft impreflion, and, I fancy,

atrea-




238 LETTERI S To anD

a treatife of this nature, which not one gentle-
man in threefcore even of a liberal education
can underftand, can hardly exceed the vent of
that number:) = You fhall find me a true Tro-
jan in my faith and friendthip, in both which
I will perfevere to the end

Your, &c.

LETTER IV,

To my Lord Lanspown.

Binfield, Jan. 10, 1712,

IThank you. for having given my poem of
Windfor Foreft its greateft ornament, that
of bearing your name in the front of it. . ’Tis
one thing when a perfon of true merit permits
us to have the honour of drawing him as like
as we can ; and another, when we make a fine
thing at random, and perfuade the next vain
creature we can find that ’tis his own likenefs;
which'is the cafe every day of my fellow fcrib-
blers.  Yet, my Lord, this honour has given
me no more pride than your honours have
given you; but it affords me a great deal of
pleafure, which is much better than a great
deal of pride; and it indeed would give me
fome pain, if I was not fure of one advantage;

that
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that whereas others are offended if they have
not more than juftice done them, you would be
difpleafed if you had fo much : therefore I may
fafely do you as much injury in my word, as
you do yourfelf in your own thoughts. Iam
{o vain as to think I have thewn you a favour,
in fparing your modefty, and you cannot but
make me {ome return for prejudicing the truth
to gratify you: ThisI beg may be the free cor-
re€tion of thefe verfes, which will have few
beauties, but what may be made by your blots.
I am in the circumftance of an ordinary painter
drawing Sir Godfrey Kneller, who by a few
touches of his own could make the piece very
valuable. I might then hope, that many years
hence the world might read, in conjuné&ion
with your name, that of
Your Lordfhip’s, &e,

L BT FT-E RV
The Hon. J.C. to Mr. Pork

May 23, 1912,

I AM very glad for the fake of the widow,
and for the credit of the deccafed, that* Bet-
terton’s remains are fallen into fuch hands as

* A Tranflation of fome
part of Chaucer’s Canterbu-

sy Tales, the Prologues, &,

printed in a Mifcellany with
fome works of Mr. Pope, in
2 Voli12* by B. Lintot. P

may.
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may render them reputable to the one, and bes
neficial to the other. Befides the public ac-
guaintance I long had with that poor man, I al«
fo had a flender knowledge of his parts and ca-
pacity by private converfation, and ever thought
it pity he was neceffitated by the ftraitnefs of
his fortune, to aét (and efpecially to his lateft
hours) an imaginary and fictitious part, who
was capable of exhibiting a real one, with cre-
dit to himfelf, and advantage to his neighbour.

I hope your health permitted you to execute
your defign of giving us an imitation of Pollio;
I am fatisfied ’twill be doubly divine, and I
thall long to fee it. I ever thought church-
mufic the moft ravithing of all harmonious
compofitions, and muft alfo believe facred fub-
jects, well handled, the moft infpiring of all
poetry.

But where hangs the Lock now? (tho’ I
know, that rather than draw any juft reflection
upon yourfelf of the leaft fhadow of ill-nature,
you would freely have fupprefs’d one of the
beft of poems.) I hear no more of it—will it
come out in Lintot’s Mifcellany or not? I wroté
to Lord Petre upon the fubject of the Lock,
fome time fince, but have as yet had no anfwer,
nor indeed do I know when he’ll be in Lon-
don, I have, fince I faw you, correfponded

with Mrs. W, I hope fhe is now with her
Aunt,
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Auat, and that her journey thither was fome-
thing facilitated by my writing to that lady as
pleﬂnw y as poffible, not to letany thing what-
{oever obftru&t it. I fent her obliging Lmlw:.r
to the party it moft concern ’d ;. and when 1
hear Mrs. W. is certainly there, I will write
again to my Lady, to urge as much as poffible
the effeGting the only thing that in my opinion
can make her niece eafy. I have run out my

extent of paper, and am
Your, &c.

LB BATLE BV R
The Ani{wer.

May 28, 17124

T is not only the difpofition I always have
of Lujwemng with you, that makes me fo
{fpeedily anfwer your uhl;gm; letter; but the
apprehenfion left your charitable intent of writ-
ing to my Lady A. on Mrs. W.’s affair {hould
e fruftrated, by the thort ftay fhe makes there.
She went thither on the 2s5th with that mix-
ture of expetation and anxiety, with which
people ufually go into unknown or haif-difco-
ver'd countries, utterly ignorant of the difpofi-
tions of the inhabitants, and the treatment they
R are
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are to meet with. The unfortunate of all peo-
ple are the moft unfit to be left alone ; vet, we
ee, the world generally takes care they fhall be
{o: whereas, if we took a confiderate profpe&
of the world, the bufinefs and ftudy of the hap-
py and eafy fhould be to divert and humour,
as well as comfort and pity, the diftreflfed. I
cannot therefore excufe fome near Allies of mine
for their conduct of late towards this Lady,
which has given me a great deal of anger as
well as forrow : all I fhall fay to you of them
at prefent is, that they have not been my Rela-
tions thefe two months, The confent of opi-
nions in our minds, is certainly a nearer tye
than can be contracted by all the blood in
our bodies ; and I am proud of finding I have
fomething congenial with you. Will you per-
mit me to confefs toc you, that all the favours
and kind offices you have fhewn towards me,
have not {o ftrongly cemented me yours, as the
difcovery of that generous and manly compaf-
fion you manifefted in the cafe of this unhappy
Lady? Iam afraid to infinuate to you how
much I efteem you : Flatterers have taken up
.the ftyle which was once peculiar to friends,
and an honeft man has now no way left to ex-
prefs himfelf befides the common one of knaves:
fo that true friends now-a-days differ in their
addrefs from flatterers, much as right maftiffs
do
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do from fpaniels, and fhow themfelves by a
dumb furly fort of fidelity, rather than by a
complaifant and open kindnefs.~—Will you ne-
ver leave commending my poetry ? In fair
truth, Sir, I like it but too well myfelf al-
ready : expofe me no more, I beg you, to the
great danger of Vanity, (the rock of all men,
but moft of young men) and be kindly content
for the future, when you would pleafe me tho-
roughly, to fay only you like what 1 write.

Yours, &c.

LETE R -VIL
Dee. 55 1712,

O U have 4t length complied with the re-
queft I have often made you, for you have
fhown me, I muft confefs, feveral of my faults
in the fight of thofe letters. Upon a review of
them, I find many things that would give me
honeft than prudent ; fo many things freely
thrown out, fuch lengths of unreferved friend-
fhip, thoughts juft warm from the brain, with-
out any polithing or drefs, the very difhabile of
the underftanding. You have proved yourfelf
more tender of another’s embryo’s than the
fondeft mothers are of their own, for you have
K2 pre-

1 .~ . 1 1
fhame, if I were not more defirous to be thought




284- LETTERS T0 AND

prefery’d every thing that I mifcarried of, Since
I know this, I fhall in one refpe&t be more
afraid of writing to you than ever, at this care-
lefs rate, becaufe I fee my evil works may
again rife in judgment againft me ; yet in an-
other refpect I fhall be lefs afraid, fince this has
given me {uch a proof of the extreme indul-
gence you afford to my flighteft thoughts. The
revifal of thefe letters has been a kind of exa-
mination of confcience to me; fo fairly and
faithfully have I {fet down in them from time to
time the true and undifguifed ftate of my mind.
But I find, that thefe, which were intended as
{ketches of my friendfhip, give as imperfect
images of it, as the little landfcapes we com-
monly fee in black and white do of a beautiful
country ; they can reprefent but a very {mall
part of it, and that deprived of the life and lu-
fire of nature, I perceive that the more I en-
deavour’d to render manifeft the real affection
and value I ever had for you, I did but injure
it by reprefenting lefs and lefs of it: as glafles
which are defign’d to make an object very
clear, generally contratt it. Yet as when peo-
ple have a full idea of a thing firft upon their
own knowledge, the leaft traces of it ferve to
refrefh the remembrance, and are not difpleal-
ing on that{core ; fo, I hope, the foreknowledge

you
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you had of my efteem for you, is the reafon
that you do not diflike my letters.

They will not be of any great fervice (I find)
in the defign I mentioned to you: I believe I
had better fteal from a richer man, and plun-
der your letters (which I have kept as carc-
fully as I would Letters Patents, fince they in-
title me to what T more value than titles of ho-
nour.) You have fome caufe to apprehend this
ufage from me, if what fome fay be true, that
Iam a great borrower ; however I have hi-
therto had the luck that none of my creditors
have challenged me for it: and thofe who fay
it are fuch, whofe writings no man ever bor-
row’d from, fo have the leaft reafon to com-
plain ; and whofe works are granted on all
hands to be but too much their own. Another
has been pleas’d to declare, that my verfes are
correGted by other men : I verily believe theirs
were never correfted by any man: but indeed
if mine have not, ’twas not my fault; I'have
endeavour’d my utmoft that they thould. But
thefe things are only whifper’d, and I will not
encroach upon Bays’s province and pen-whifpers,
{o haften to conclude

Your, &c,

R3 LETTER
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BT 'L E R YHL
Frommy Lord LANDsDowy,

O¢t. 21, 1713.

I Am pleas’d beyond meafure with your de-
fign of tranflating Homer. The trials which
you have already made and publifthed on fome
parts of that author, have thewn that you are
equal to fo great 2 tafk : and you may there-
fore depend upon the utmoft fervices I can do
you in promoting this work, or any thing that
may be for your fervice,

I hope Mr., Stafford, for whom you was
pleas’d to concern yourfelf, has had the goed
effets of the Queen’s Grace to him. 1 had
notice the night before I began my journey,
that her Majefty had not only directed his par-
don, but order’d a Writ for reverfing his Out-
lawry,

Your, &c.

o)

EETP R
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LB R IX.
To General ANTooNy HaMILTON?®

Upon his having tranflated into French Verfe the
Effay on Criticifm.

O, 10, 1713.

EF I could as well exprefs, or (if you will
allow me to fay it) tranflate the fentiments
of my heart as you have done thofe of my
head, in your excellent verfion of my Effay ; 1
fhould not only appear the belt writer in the
world, but, what I much more defire to be
thought, the moft your fervant of any man liv-
ing. 'Tis an advantage very rarely known, to
receive at once a great honour and a great im-
provement. This, Sir, you have afforded me,
having at the fame time made others take my
fenfe, and taught me to underftand my own ;
if I may call that my own which is indeed more
properly yours. Your verfes are no morea tran{-
lation of mine, than Virgil’s are of Homer’s;
but are, like his, the jufteft imitation and the
nobleft Commentary.

In putting me into a French drefs, you have
not only adorned my outfide, but mended my
fhape ; and, if I am now 2 good figure, 1 muft

¢ Author of the Memoirs

Contas, and' other pieces of
Folit ) :
of the Count de Grammont,

| note in French.

R 4 confider
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confider you have naturaliz’d me into a country
which is famous for making every man a fine
gentleman. It is by your means, that (con.
trary to moft young travellers) I am come back
much better than I went out.

I cannot but with we had a bill of commerce
for tranflation eftablithed the next parliament ;
we could not fail of being gainers by that, nor
of making ourfelves amends for any thing we
have loft by the war, Nay, tho’ we fhould
infift upon the demolithing of Boileau’s works,
the French, as long as they have writers of your
form, might have as good an equivalent.

Upon the whole, T am really as proud, as
our minifters ought to be, of the terms I have
gain’d from abroad; and I defign, like them,
to publifh {peedily to the world the benefits ac-
cruing from them; for I cannot refift the tem-
ptation of printing your admirable tranflation
here *; to which if you will be fo obliging to
give me leave to prefix your name, it will be
the only addition you can make to the honour
already done me. 1 am, Your, &c.

® This was never done, | the firlt, printed in quarto
for the two printed French | at Amfterdam, and at Lon-
verfions are neither of this | don 1717. The other by
hand. The one was done the Abbé Refnel, in oflavo,
by Monfieur Roboton, pri- | with 2 large preface and
vate fecretary to king George notes, at Paris, 1730, P,
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