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TO AND FROM

SEVERAL PERSONS.

From 1711, to 1714,

ERITYE Rk
To the Hon. J. G. Efq.

June 15, 1711.

Send you Dennis’s remarks on the * Effay ;

which equally abound in juft criticifms and
fine raillerics. The few obfervations in my
hand in the margins, are what a morning’s
leifure permitted me to make purely for your
perufal.  For I am of opinion that fuch a cri-
tic, 2s you will find him by the latter part of his
Book, is but one way to be properly anfwer’d,
and that way 1 would not take after what he
informs me in his preface, that he 1s at this time

2 On Critici{m,

_92‘ perfecutcd
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perfecuted by fortune. " This I knew not e
fore ; if I'had, his name had been {pared in the:
Effay, for that only reafon:: I can’t concsive
what ground he has for {o exceflive a refent.
ment ; nor imagine how thofe ® three lines ean
be called a refle@ion on his perfon, ‘which on-
ly defcribe him fubjeét a little to anger on fome
occafions. ' I have heard of combatants. fo very
furious, as to fall down themfelves with that
very blow which they defign’dto lay heavy on
their antagonifts, ~But if Mr. Dennis’s rage
proceeds only from a zeal to difcourage young
and unexperienced writers from. icribling, he
fhould frighten us with his verfe, not profe : for
I have often known, that, when all the pre-
cepts in the world would not reclaim a finner,.
fome very fad example has done the bufinefs.
Yet to give this man his due, he has objected
to one or two lines with reafon, and I will al-
ter them in cafe of another edition ; I will make
my enemy do me a kindnefs where he meant
an injury, and fo ferve inftead of a friend.
What he obferves at the bottom of page 20 of
his reflections, was objected to by yourfelf, and
had been mended but for the hafte of the prefs:
F confefs it what the Englith call a Bull, in the

® But Appius reddens at each word you fpeak,
And ftares tremendous with a threat’ning eye,
ike fame fierce tyrant in old tapeftry.

cxprefﬁom__
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expreffion, tho’ the fenfe be manifeft enough :
Mr. Dennis’s Bulls are feldom in the expref-
fion, they are generally in the fenfe.

I {hall certainly never make the leaft reply
to him ; not only becaule you advife me, but
becaufe I have ever been of opinion, that, if a
book can’t anfwer for itfelf to the public, “tis
to no fort of purpofe for its author to do it*.
If I am wrong in any fentiment of that Effay,
I proteft fincerely, I don’t defire all the world
thould be deceived (which would be of very ill
confequence) merely that I myfelf may be
thought right (which is of very little confe-
quence.) I would be the firft to recant, for the
benefit of others, and the glory of myfelf; for
(as I take it) when a man owns himfelf to have
been in an error, he does but tell you in other
words, that he is wifer than he was. But 1
have had an advantage by the publithing that
book, which otherwife I fhould never have
known ; it has been the occafion of making
me friends and open abettors, of feveral gentle-
men of known fenfe and wit; and of proving

< In works of Poetry, and | or the defence of an Au-
generally, in whatever con- | thor’s honeft fame, may
cérns the Compofition of a fometimes make it necefla-
book, ‘this rule is a very | ry, or expedient for him to
good one. In controverted | an{wer the Objections made

Opinions the cafe is different. | to his book.
The advancement of truth,
2,2 t
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to me what I have till now doubted, that my
writings are taken fome notice of by the world,
or I fhould never be attacked thus in particular,
I have read that "twas a cuftom among the Ro-
mans, while a General rode in triamph, to have
the common foldiers in the ftrects that railed at
him and repreached him; to put him in mind,
that tho’ his fervices were in the main approved
and rewarded, yet he had faults enough to keep
him humble.

You will {fee by this, that whoever fets up
for wit in thefe days ought to have the con-
ftancy of a primitive Chriftian, and be prepar-
ed to fuffer martyrdom in the caufe of it. But
fure this is the firft time that a2 Wit was at-
tacked for his Religion, as, you’ll find, I am
moft zealoafly in this treatife; and you know,
Sir, what alarms I have had from the © oppo-
fite fide on this account. - Have I not reafon to
ery out with the poor fellow in P7rgil,

Ruid jam mifero mibi denique reflat?
Cui neque apud Danaos ufguam locus, ef [uper iph
Dardanid= nfenfi penas cum fanguine pofcunt!
*Tis however my happinefs that' yow, Sir,
are impartial,
Jove was alike to Latian and to Phrygian,
For you well know, that Wit's of na Religiont.

2 See the enfuing Letter,

The
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The manner in which Mr. D. takes to pieces
feveral p“itu,al*l lL. es, detached from their na-
-tur;tl p;uctfs 1ay fhew how eafy it is to-a ca-
viller to give a new fenfe, or a new nonfenfe to

any thing. And indeed his conflructions are
not more wrefted from the genuine meaning
than theirs who objected to the hetorodox par [b)
as they called them.

Our friend the Abbe is not of that fort, whe
with the utmoft candour and freedom has mo-
deftly told me what others thought, and thewn
himfelf onc (as he very well exprefies it) rather
of a number than a party. The only di fference
between us in relation to the Monks, is, that he
thinks moft forts of learning flourithed among
them, and T am opinion, tImt only fome fort of
]’mmncr was barely kept alive by them: he be=
lieves th’lt in the moft nataral and obvieus fenfe,
that line (A fecond deluge learning over-run)
will be underftood of learning in general ; and
I fancy "twill be underftood onlv (as’tis m:'*-‘-'-'rj
of polite learning, critici{m, poetry, &c. which
is the only learning concerned in the fubject of
the Effay, It is true, that the monks did pre-
{erve what learning there was, about Nicholas
the fifth’s time; but thofe who fucceeded fell
into the depth of barbarifm, or atleaft ftood at
a ftay while others arofe from thence, infomuch
that even Erafmus and Reuchlin could hardly

i3 laugh
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laugh them out of it. T am highly obliged to
the Abbe’s zeal in my commendation, and
goodnefs in not concealing what he thinks my
error. And his teftifying fome efteem for the
book juft at a time when his brethren rais'd 2
clamour agzinft it, ‘is an inftance of great ge-
nerofity and candour, which I fhall ever ac-
knowledge,

Your, &.

T e Dl U LS
To the {fame.

June 8, 1y
N your laft. you informed me of the mif-
taken zeal of fome people, who feem to
make it no lefs their bufinefs to perfuade men
they are erroneous, than doéars do that they
are fick; only that they may magnify their
own cure, and trinmph over an imaginary dif-
temper, ‘The fimile objected to in my Effay,

(Thys wit, like faith, by each man is o ply'd
To one fmall [eét, and all are dam’d befide.)

plainly concludes at this fecond line, where
ftands a full ftop: and what follows (?‘f z?hf}'
they feek, &¢.) fpeaks only of wit (which I8
meant by that blefling, and that fun) for how

' can
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