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Auat, and that her journey thither was fome-
thing facilitated by my writing to that lady as
pleﬂnw y as poffible, not to letany thing what-
{oever obftru&t it. I fent her obliging Lmlw:.r
to the party it moft concern ’d ;. and when 1
hear Mrs. W. is certainly there, I will write
again to my Lady, to urge as much as poffible
the effeGting the only thing that in my opinion
can make her niece eafy. I have run out my

extent of paper, and am
Your, &c.

LB BATLE BV R
The Ani{wer.

May 28, 17124

T is not only the difpofition I always have
of Lujwemng with you, that makes me fo
{fpeedily anfwer your uhl;gm; letter; but the
apprehenfion left your charitable intent of writ-
ing to my Lady A. on Mrs. W.’s affair {hould
e fruftrated, by the thort ftay fhe makes there.
She went thither on the 2s5th with that mix-
ture of expetation and anxiety, with which
people ufually go into unknown or haif-difco-
ver'd countries, utterly ignorant of the difpofi-
tions of the inhabitants, and the treatment they
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are to meet with. The unfortunate of all peo-
ple are the moft unfit to be left alone ; vet, we
ee, the world generally takes care they fhall be
{o: whereas, if we took a confiderate profpe&
of the world, the bufinefs and ftudy of the hap-
py and eafy fhould be to divert and humour,
as well as comfort and pity, the diftreflfed. I
cannot therefore excufe fome near Allies of mine
for their conduct of late towards this Lady,
which has given me a great deal of anger as
well as forrow : all I fhall fay to you of them
at prefent is, that they have not been my Rela-
tions thefe two months, The confent of opi-
nions in our minds, is certainly a nearer tye
than can be contracted by all the blood in
our bodies ; and I am proud of finding I have
fomething congenial with you. Will you per-
mit me to confefs toc you, that all the favours
and kind offices you have fhewn towards me,
have not {o ftrongly cemented me yours, as the
difcovery of that generous and manly compaf-
fion you manifefted in the cafe of this unhappy
Lady? Iam afraid to infinuate to you how
much I efteem you : Flatterers have taken up
.the ftyle which was once peculiar to friends,
and an honeft man has now no way left to ex-
prefs himfelf befides the common one of knaves:
fo that true friends now-a-days differ in their
addrefs from flatterers, much as right maftiffs
do
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do from fpaniels, and fhow themfelves by a
dumb furly fort of fidelity, rather than by a
complaifant and open kindnefs.~—Will you ne-
ver leave commending my poetry ? In fair
truth, Sir, I like it but too well myfelf al-
ready : expofe me no more, I beg you, to the
great danger of Vanity, (the rock of all men,
but moft of young men) and be kindly content
for the future, when you would pleafe me tho-
roughly, to fay only you like what 1 write.

Yours, &c.

LETE R -VIL
Dee. 55 1712,

O U have 4t length complied with the re-
queft I have often made you, for you have
fhown me, I muft confefs, feveral of my faults
in the fight of thofe letters. Upon a review of
them, I find many things that would give me
honeft than prudent ; fo many things freely
thrown out, fuch lengths of unreferved friend-
fhip, thoughts juft warm from the brain, with-
out any polithing or drefs, the very difhabile of
the underftanding. You have proved yourfelf
more tender of another’s embryo’s than the
fondeft mothers are of their own, for you have
K2 pre-

1 .~ . 1 1
fhame, if I were not more defirous to be thought
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