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do from fpaniels, and fhow themfelves by a
dumb furly fort of fidelity, rather than by a
complaifant and open kindnefs.~—Will you ne-
ver leave commending my poetry ? In fair
truth, Sir, I like it but too well myfelf al-
ready : expofe me no more, I beg you, to the
great danger of Vanity, (the rock of all men,
but moft of young men) and be kindly content
for the future, when you would pleafe me tho-
roughly, to fay only you like what 1 write.

Yours, &c.

LETE R -VIL
Dee. 55 1712,

O U have 4t length complied with the re-
queft I have often made you, for you have
fhown me, I muft confefs, feveral of my faults
in the fight of thofe letters. Upon a review of
them, I find many things that would give me
honeft than prudent ; fo many things freely
thrown out, fuch lengths of unreferved friend-
fhip, thoughts juft warm from the brain, with-
out any polithing or drefs, the very difhabile of
the underftanding. You have proved yourfelf
more tender of another’s embryo’s than the
fondeft mothers are of their own, for you have
K2 pre-

1 .~ . 1 1
fhame, if I were not more defirous to be thought
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prefery’d every thing that I mifcarried of, Since
I know this, I fhall in one refpe&t be more
afraid of writing to you than ever, at this care-
lefs rate, becaufe I fee my evil works may
again rife in judgment againft me ; yet in an-
other refpect I fhall be lefs afraid, fince this has
given me {uch a proof of the extreme indul-
gence you afford to my flighteft thoughts. The
revifal of thefe letters has been a kind of exa-
mination of confcience to me; fo fairly and
faithfully have I {fet down in them from time to
time the true and undifguifed ftate of my mind.
But I find, that thefe, which were intended as
{ketches of my friendfhip, give as imperfect
images of it, as the little landfcapes we com-
monly fee in black and white do of a beautiful
country ; they can reprefent but a very {mall
part of it, and that deprived of the life and lu-
fire of nature, I perceive that the more I en-
deavour’d to render manifeft the real affection
and value I ever had for you, I did but injure
it by reprefenting lefs and lefs of it: as glafles
which are defign’d to make an object very
clear, generally contratt it. Yet as when peo-
ple have a full idea of a thing firft upon their
own knowledge, the leaft traces of it ferve to
refrefh the remembrance, and are not difpleal-
ing on that{core ; fo, I hope, the foreknowledge

you
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you had of my efteem for you, is the reafon
that you do not diflike my letters.

They will not be of any great fervice (I find)
in the defign I mentioned to you: I believe I
had better fteal from a richer man, and plun-
der your letters (which I have kept as carc-
fully as I would Letters Patents, fince they in-
title me to what T more value than titles of ho-
nour.) You have fome caufe to apprehend this
ufage from me, if what fome fay be true, that
Iam a great borrower ; however I have hi-
therto had the luck that none of my creditors
have challenged me for it: and thofe who fay
it are fuch, whofe writings no man ever bor-
row’d from, fo have the leaft reafon to com-
plain ; and whofe works are granted on all
hands to be but too much their own. Another
has been pleas’d to declare, that my verfes are
correGted by other men : I verily believe theirs
were never correfted by any man: but indeed
if mine have not, ’twas not my fault; I'have
endeavour’d my utmoft that they thould. But
thefe things are only whifper’d, and I will not
encroach upon Bays’s province and pen-whifpers,
{o haften to conclude

Your, &c,

R3 LETTER
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Frommy Lord LANDsDowy,

O¢t. 21, 1713.

I Am pleas’d beyond meafure with your de-
fign of tranflating Homer. The trials which
you have already made and publifthed on fome
parts of that author, have thewn that you are
equal to fo great 2 tafk : and you may there-
fore depend upon the utmoft fervices I can do
you in promoting this work, or any thing that
may be for your fervice,

I hope Mr., Stafford, for whom you was
pleas’d to concern yourfelf, has had the goed
effets of the Queen’s Grace to him. 1 had
notice the night before I began my journey,
that her Majefty had not only directed his par-
don, but order’d a Writ for reverfing his Out-
lawry,

Your, &c.

o)

EETP R
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