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LB R IX.
To General ANTooNy HaMILTON?®

Upon his having tranflated into French Verfe the
Effay on Criticifm.

O, 10, 1713.

EF I could as well exprefs, or (if you will
allow me to fay it) tranflate the fentiments
of my heart as you have done thofe of my
head, in your excellent verfion of my Effay ; 1
fhould not only appear the belt writer in the
world, but, what I much more defire to be
thought, the moft your fervant of any man liv-
ing. 'Tis an advantage very rarely known, to
receive at once a great honour and a great im-
provement. This, Sir, you have afforded me,
having at the fame time made others take my
fenfe, and taught me to underftand my own ;
if I may call that my own which is indeed more
properly yours. Your verfes are no morea tran{-
lation of mine, than Virgil’s are of Homer’s;
but are, like his, the jufteft imitation and the
nobleft Commentary.

In putting me into a French drefs, you have
not only adorned my outfide, but mended my
fhape ; and, if I am now 2 good figure, 1 muft

¢ Author of the Memoirs

Contas, and' other pieces of
Folit ) :
of the Count de Grammont,

| note in French.
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confider you have naturaliz’d me into a country
which is famous for making every man a fine
gentleman. It is by your means, that (con.
trary to moft young travellers) I am come back
much better than I went out.

I cannot but with we had a bill of commerce
for tranflation eftablithed the next parliament ;
we could not fail of being gainers by that, nor
of making ourfelves amends for any thing we
have loft by the war, Nay, tho’ we fhould
infift upon the demolithing of Boileau’s works,
the French, as long as they have writers of your
form, might have as good an equivalent.

Upon the whole, T am really as proud, as
our minifters ought to be, of the terms I have
gain’d from abroad; and I defign, like them,
to publifh {peedily to the world the benefits ac-
cruing from them; for I cannot refift the tem-
ptation of printing your admirable tranflation
here *; to which if you will be fo obliging to
give me leave to prefix your name, it will be
the only addition you can make to the honour
already done me. 1 am, Your, &c.

® This was never done, | the firlt, printed in quarto
for the two printed French | at Amfterdam, and at Lon-
verfions are neither of this | don 1717. The other by
hand. The one was done the Abbé Refnel, in oflavo,
by Monfieur Roboton, pri- | with 2 large preface and
vate fecretary to king George notes, at Paris, 1730, P,
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