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LETTERS

TO AND FROM

Mr.STEELE, Mr. ADDISON,
Mr. CONGREVE, etc.

From 1712, to 1718,

| S AR W e L e
Mr.STEELE to Mr, PoreE,.

June 1z, 1712.

Am at a folitude, an houfe between Hamp-

ftead and London, wherein Sir Charles Sed-
ley died. This circumftance {et me a thinking
and ruminating upon the employments in which
men of wit exercife themfelves. It was faid of
Sir Charles, who breath’d his laft in this room,

Which can with a refiftle[s charm impart

Sedley bas that prevailing gentle art,
The loofeft wifbes to the chafteft beart; %

Raifz




256 . LB RS Fovuis
Raife fuch a conflit, kindle fuch a fire
Between declining Virtue and Defire,

Till the poor vanquifb'd Maid diffolves away

In_dreams all might, in fighs and tears ai day.

This was an happy talent to a man of the town,
but, Idare fay, without prefuming to make un-
charitable conjectures on the author’s prefent
condition, he would rather have had it faid of
him that he had pray’d,

Ob thou my woice infpire,

Who touch'd {/E;z'ab's balloaw’ d 1'2:2'73' with fire!

I have turn’d to every verfe and chapter, and
think you have preferv’d the fublime heavenly
{pirit throughout the whole, elpecially at —
Harlk a glad voice — and The lamb awith
wolves fhall graze — There is but one line
which I think below the original,

He wipes the tears _for ever from our eyes.

You have exprefs’d it with a good and pi-
ous, but not {o exalted and poetical a {pirit as
the prophet, The Lord God will wipe away
zears from off all faces. If you agree with me
in this, alter it by way of paraphrafe or other-
wife, that when it comes into a volume jt may
be amended. Your poem is already better than
the Pollio. I am

Your, &,
L' ET-FER
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