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The Aniwer.

June 18, 1712,

O U have oblig’d me with a very kind
letter, by which I find you fhift the {cene

of your life from the town:to the country, and
enjoy that mix’d ftate which wife men both
delight in, and are qualified for. Methinks the
moralifts and philofophers have generally run
too much into extremes in commending entire-
Iy either folitude, or publick life. ~In the for-
mer, men for the moft part grow ufelefs by too
much reft, and in the latter are deftroy’d by too
much precipitation ; as waters lying {till, pu-
trify, and are good for nothing, and running
violently on do but the more mifchief in their
paffage to others, and are {wallow’d up and loft
the fooner themfelves. Thofe indeed who can
be ufeful to all ftates, fhould be like gentle
fireams, that not only glide thro’ lonely val-
leys and forefts amidit the flocks and the fhep-
herds, but vifit populous towns in their courfe,
and are at once of ornament and fervice to them.
But there are another fort of peaple who feem
defien’d for folitude, fuch, I mean, as have more
to hide than to thow. As for my own part, I
am one of thofe of whom Seneca fays, Tam
umbratiles
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ambratiles funt, ut putent in turbido effe quicquid
in luce ¢ff. Some men, like fome pictures, are
fitter for a corner than a full light; and, I be-
lieve, fuch as have a natural bent to {olitude (to
carry on the former fimilitude) are like waters,
which may be forced into fountains, and ex-
alted into a great height, may make a noble
figure and a louder noife, but after all they
would run more {moothly, quietly, and plen-
tifully, in their own natural courfe upon the
ground®. The confideration of this would
make me very well contented with the poffef-
fion only of that Quiet which Cowley calls the
companion of Obfcurity. But whoever has
the Mufes too for his companions, can never
be idle enough, to be uneafy. ‘Thus, Sir, you
fee, I would flatter myfelf into a good opinion
of my own way of living, Plutarch juft now
told me, that ’tis in human life as in a game
at tables, where a man may wifh for the high-
eft caft, but, if his chance be otherwife, he is
e’en to play it well as he can, and to make the
beft of it. Iam,
Your, &c,

® The foregoing Simili- | Life,. We find them in
tudes our Author had put | the verfifieation very diftin&
into verfe fome years before, | from the reft of that poems.
and inferted into Mr. Wy- | See his pofthumous works,
cherley’s poem on Mix’d | oftavo, Page 3and 4. P

L E-FTER




	Seite 251
	Seite 252

