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L ESSTTE R I
Ta - Nri-oTEERLE,

July 15, 1712,

Y OU formetly obferv’d to me, that no-

thing made a more ridiculous figure in a
man’s life, than the difparity we often find in
him fick and well ; thus one of an unfortunate
conftitution is perpetually é}{llibiting a mifera-
ble example of the weaknefs of his mind, and
of his body, in their turns. I have had fre-
quent opportunities of late to confider myfelf in
thefe different views, and, I hope, have receiv’d
fome advantage by it, if what Waller fays be
true, that

The foul's dark cottage, batter’d and decay’d,
Lets in.new light thro' chinks that time bas made,

Then furely ficknefs, contributing no lefs than
old age to the fhaking down this {caffold-
ing of the body, may difcover the inward
ftructure more plainly. Sicknefs is a fort of
early old age : it teaches us a diffidence in our
earthly ftate, and infpires us with the thoughts
of ‘a future, better than a thoufand volumes of
philofophers and divines. It gives {o warning
a concuffion to thofe props of our vanity, our

ftrength
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ftrength and youth, that we think of fortifying
ourfelves within, when there is fo little depend-
ance upon our out-works. Youth at the very
beft is but a betrayer of human lifé in a gen-
tler and {fmoother manner than age : ’tis like a
ftream that nourifhes a plant upon a bank, and
caufes it to flourith arid bloffom to the fight,
but at the fame time is undermining it at the
root in fecret. My youth has dealt more fair-
ly and openly with me, it has afforded feveral
profpects of my danger, and given me an ad-
vantage not very commoh to young men, that
the attractions of the world have not dazzled
me very much ; and I begin, where moft peo-=
ple end, with 4 full convition of the empti-
nefs of all forts of ambition, and the unfatif-
factory nature of all human pleafures. When
a {mart fit of ficknefs tells me this feurvy tene-
ment of my body will fall in a little time, I
am e’en as unconcern’d as was that honeft Hi-
bernian, who being in bed in the great ftorm
{fome years ago, and told the houfe would tum-
ble over his head, made anfwer, What care I for
the houfe? T am only a lodger. I fancy ’tis
the beft time to die when one is in the beft hu-
mour ; and fo exceflively weak as I now am, I
may f{ay with confcience, that T am not at all
uncafy at the thought, that many men, whom
I never had any cfteem for, are likely to enjoy

1 this




T PR — . e i S—— o

rroMm MR, STEELE. 258

this world after me. When I refle&t what an
inconfiderable little atom every fingle man is,
with refpect to the whole creation, methinks,
‘tis a thame to be concern’d at the removal of
{uch a trivial animal as I am. The morning
after my exit, the fun will rife as bright as ever,
the flowers fmell as fweet, the plants {pring as
green, the world will proceed in its old courfe,
people will laugh as heartily, and marry as faft,
as they were us’d to do. The memory of
man, (as it 1s elegantly exprefs’d in the Book
of Wifdom) paffeth away as the remembrance
of a guelt that tarrieth but one day. There are
reafons enough, in the fourth chapter of the
fame book, to make any young man content-
ed with the profpeét of death.  For honour-
“ able age 1s not that which ftandeth in
“ length of time, or is meafur’d by number of
““ years. But wildom is the grey hair to men,
and an unfpotted life is old age. - He was
taken away {peedily, left wickednefs thould
alter his underftanding, or deceit beguile his
¢ foul,”” &c, Iam

(11

Your, &c.

EETTER
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