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| Dt R R D 2 AR
To M. STEELE.

Nov. 7, 1712,
I Was the other day in company with five or
fix men of fome learning ; where chancing
to mention the famous verfes which the Em-
peror Adrian {poke on his death-bed, they were
all agreed that *twas a piece of gaiety unwor-
thy of that prince in thofe circumftances. I
could not but differ from this opinion: me-
thinks it was by no means a gay, but a very
ferious foliloquy to his foul at the point of its
departure ; in which fenfe I naturally took
the verfes at my firft reading them, when I
was very young, and before I knew what
interpretation the world generally put upon
them,
Animula vagula, blandula,
Hofpes comefque corporis,
Quee nunc abibis in loca?
Pallidula, rigida, nudula,
Nee (ut foles) dabis joca !

« Alas, my foul! thou pleafing companion of
“¢ this body, thou fleeting thing that art now
¢ deferting it! whither art thou flying? to

¢¢ what unknown fcene? all trembling, fear-
: t<“ful
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« ful, and penfive! what now is become of
« thy former wit and humour ? thou fhalt jeft
“ and be gay no more.”

I confefs I cannot apprehend where lies the
trifling in all this: ’tis the moft natural and
obvious refle@ion imaginable to a dying man :
and if we confider the Emperor was a heathen,
that doubt concerning the future fate of his {oul
will feem fo far from being the effect of want
of thought, that 'twas {carce reafon 1ble he
thould think otherwife; not to mention that
here is a plain confeffion included of his belief
in its immortality. The diminutive epithets of
vagula, blandula, and the reft, appear not to
me as expreffions of levity, but rather of en-
learment and concern ; fuch as we find in Ca-
tullus, and the authors of Hendeca-[yllabi after
him, where they are ufed to exprefs the ut-
moft love and tendernefs for their miftreffes.—
If you think me right in my notion of the laft
words of Adrian, be pleas’d to infert it in the
Spe&ator ; if not, to fupprefsit. 1 am, &e.

Apriant morientis Ad ANIMAM,
TRANSLATED.
Ah fleeting Spirit ! wand’ring fire,
That long haft warm’d my tender breaft,
Muft thou no more this frame infpire ?
No more a pleafing, chearful gueft?

S ‘Whither,

o
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Whither, ah whither art thou flying!
To what ‘dark, undifcover’d fhore ?
Thou feem’ft all trembling, thiv’ring, dying,
JAnd Wit and Humour are no more |

Lok T T-Fide - {V,

Mr.STeeLE to Mr. PoreE.
Nov. 12, 1712,

Have read over your Temple of Fame twice,

and cannot find any thing amifs, of weight
enough to call afault, but fee in it a thoufand
thoufand beauties. Mr. Addifon fhall fee it
to-morrow : after his perufal of it, I will let
you know his thoughts. I defire you would
let me know whether you are at leifure or not
I have a defign which I fhall open a month or
two hence, with the affiftance of the few like
yourfelf. If your thoughts are unengaged, I
fhall explain myfelf further. Iam

Your, &c.

I.J E T T E R “{:II.
The Anfwer,

Nov. 16, 1712.

O U oblige me by the indulgence you
have thewn to the poem I fent you, but
will
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