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258 LETTEER §5To-AND

Whither, ah whither art thou flying!
To what ‘dark, undifcover’d fhore ?
Thou feem’ft all trembling, thiv’ring, dying,
JAnd Wit and Humour are no more |

Lok T T-Fide - {V,

Mr.STeeLE to Mr. PoreE.
Nov. 12, 1712,

Have read over your Temple of Fame twice,

and cannot find any thing amifs, of weight
enough to call afault, but fee in it a thoufand
thoufand beauties. Mr. Addifon fhall fee it
to-morrow : after his perufal of it, I will let
you know his thoughts. I defire you would
let me know whether you are at leifure or not
I have a defign which I fhall open a month or
two hence, with the affiftance of the few like
yourfelf. If your thoughts are unengaged, I
fhall explain myfelf further. Iam

Your, &c.

I.J E T T E R “{:II.
The Anfwer,

Nov. 16, 1712.

O U oblige me by the indulgence you
have thewn to the poem I fent you, but
will
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will oblige me much more by the kind {everity
I hope for from you. No errors are {o trivial,
but [in‘:,-* deferve to be mended. But fince you
fay you fee nuthmg that may be call'd a fault,
can you but think it fo, that I have confin’d the
attendance of * Guardian {pirits to Heaven’s fas
vourites only ? I could pomt vou to feveral, but
’tis my bufinefs to be informed d of thofe faults
[ donot know; and as for thofe I do, not to
talk of them, but to corre& them. You {peak
of that poem in 4 {tyle ] neither merit, nor ex-
pect ; but, T affure e you, if you ;1Lkl*:.f mark or
dath out, I thall I-r_)-f_}l:. upon your blots to be its
greateft beauties : I mean, if Mr.'Addifon and
yourfelf fhould like it in the whole; ; otherwife
the trouble ‘of corretion 1s what I would not
take,’ for T was :“*”” fo diffident of 1t as to let
it lie' by me thefe " two yeats, juft s you now
fee'it. " T am afraid of no*ln:‘z; fo much as to
impofe any'thing on the world wi 1ich is un-

worthy of its acceptance.

As to the 1aft period of your letter, I fhall
be very ready and glad to contribute to any
defign that tends to the advantage of mankind,
WLH.h, I am fure, all yours do. I wifth I had

= This is not.now to be | ° Hence 1t appears this
foundin the 7im lame, | Poem was writ before_the
which' was the I’::-i-:n here | Author was twenty - two
fpoken of. P, | years old. ¥
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but as much capacity ' as leifure, for I am per-
fectly idle: (a fign I have not much capa-
city.)

If you will entertain the beft opinion of me,
be pleas’d to think me your friend. Affure
Mr. Addifon of my moft faithful fervice, of
every one’s efteem he muft be affur’d already.
Iam

Your, &e.

BET T E R VI
To Mr. SterLs,

Nov. 29, 1712,

1 Am forry you publithed that notion about
Adrian’s verfes as mine: had I imagined
you would ufe my name, I fhould have ex-
prefs’d my fentiments with more modefty and
diffidence. I only fent it to have your opinion,
and not to publith my own, which I diftruft-
ed. But, I think the fuppofition you draw
from the notion of Adrian’s being addiGed to
magic, is a little uncharitable, (““ that he might
¢ fear no fort of deity, good or bad”) fince in
the third verfe he plainly teftifies his apprehen-
fion of a future ftate, by being folicitous whither
his foul was going, As to what you mention of
his
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