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260 LETTERS To axp

but as much capacity ' as leifure, for I am per-
fectly idle: (a fign I have not much capa-
city.)

If you will entertain the beft opinion of me,
be pleas’d to think me your friend. Affure
Mr. Addifon of my moft faithful fervice, of
every one’s efteem he muft be affur’d already.
Iam

Your, &e.

BET T E R VI
To Mr. SterLs,

Nov. 29, 1712,

1 Am forry you publithed that notion about
Adrian’s verfes as mine: had I imagined
you would ufe my name, I fhould have ex-
prefs’d my fentiments with more modefty and
diffidence. I only fent it to have your opinion,
and not to publith my own, which I diftruft-
ed. But, I think the fuppofition you draw
from the notion of Adrian’s being addiGed to
magic, is a little uncharitable, (““ that he might
¢ fear no fort of deity, good or bad”) fince in
the third verfe he plainly teftifies his apprehen-
fion of a future ftate, by being folicitous whither
his foul was going, As to what you mention of
his
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his ufing gay and ludicrous expreffions, I have
own’d my opinion to be, that the expreffions
are not fo, but that diminutives are as often, in
the Latin tongue, ufed as marks of  tendernefs
and concern.

Anima is no more than my f{oul, animula has
the force of my dear foul. To fay virgo bella is
not half fo endearing as wirguncula bellula 5 and
had Auguftus only call’d Horace lepidum homi-
nem, it had amounted to no more than that he
thought him a pleafant fellow : *twas the ho-
munciolum that exprefs’d the love and tendernefs
that great Emperor had for him. And perhaps
I thould myfelf be much better pleas’d, if I were
told you call’d me your little friend, than if you
complimented me with the title of a great ge-
nius, or an eminent hand, as Jacob does all his
authors. I am your, &c.

LB T3 K VML
From Mr. STEELE.

Pec. 4. 1712.
HIS is to defire of you that you would
pleafe to make an Ode as of a chearful dy-
ing {pirit, that is to fay, the Emperor Adrian’s
Animula vagule put into two or three ftanza’s
S 3 for
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