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Hark | they whifper ; Angels {ay,
=4 1 o &
| Sifter Spirit, come away !
| What is this abforbs me quite,
Steals my fenfes, (huts my fight,
o
Drowns my {pirits, draws my breath ?
Tell me, my foul, can this be Death?

I11.
The world recedes ; it difappears !
! my ears

Heav’n opens on my €yes
With founds feraphic ring :
I end, lend your wings! I mount! Ifly!
O Grave! where is thy Victory ?
O Death ! where is thy Sting ?
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To Mr. ADDI1SON.

July 20, 1713.

Am more joy’d at your return than I fthould
be at that of the fun, fo much as T wifh for
him this melancholy wet feafon ; but *tis his fate
too, like yours, to be difpleafing to Owls and
obfcene animals, who cannot bear his luftre.
What put me in mind of thefe night-birds was

| S Tohn
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John Dennis, whom, I think, you are beft re-
venged upon, as the Sun was in the fable up-
on thofe bats and beaftly birds above-mention-
ed, only by fhining on. 1 am fo far from
efteeming it any misfortune, that I congratulate
you upon having your fhare in that, which all
the great men and all the good men that ever
lived have had their part of, Envy and Calum-
ny. To be uncenfured and to be obfcure, is
the fame thing. You may conclude from what
I here fay, that ’twas never in my thoughts to
have offered you my pen in any direct reply to
fuch a Critic, but only in fome little raillery ;
not in defence of you, but in contempt of him?,
But indeed your opinion, that *tis intirely to be
neglected, would have been my own had it been
my own cafe; but I felt more warmth here
than I did when firft I faw his book againit
myfelf, (tho’ indeed in two minutes it made
me heartily merry.) He has written againft
every thing the world has approv’d thefe many
years. I apprehend but one danger from Den-
nis’s difliking our fenfe, that it may make us
think fo very well of it, as to become proud
and conceited, upon his difapprobation.

I muft not here omit to do juftice to Mr,

@ This relates to the Pa- |Dr. Norris’s Narrative of
per occalion’d by Dennis's |the Frenzy of Fobn. Dennis.
Remarks upon Cato, call’d, P,

Gay, |
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FROM MRg. ADDI S0 N. 265

Gay, whofe zeal in your concern is worthy a
2 friend and honourer of you, He writ to me
in the moft prefling ‘terms about it, though
with that juft contempt of the Critic that he
deferves. I think in thefe days one honeft man
is obliged to acquaint another who are his
friends ; when fo many milchievous infe&ts are
daily at work to malke people of merit {ufpi-
cious of each other ; that they may have the
fatisfaGtion of fecing them look’d upon no bet-
ter than themfelves. I am,
Your, &c.
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Mr. Appison to Mr. PorE.
O¢t. 26, 1713,

Was extremely glad to reccive a letter from
you, but more fo upon reading the contents

of it. The* Work you mention, will I dare
fay, very fufficiently recommend itfelf when
your name appears with the Propefals : And if
you think I can any way contribute to the for-
warding of them, you cannot lay a greater ob-
ligation upon me than by employing mc in fuch
an office. As 1 have an ambition of having
it known that you are my friend, I fhall be

* The Tranflation of the liad. P.
very
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