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rroM Mr, ADDISO N.= 207

the Profe will require as much care as the
Poetry, but the variety will give yourfelf {fome
relief, and more pleafure to youl readers.
You gave me leave once to take the hiberty
of afr mul, in advifing you not to content your-
1f with one half of the Nation for your ad-
mirers when you might cot mmand them all. If
I might take the freedom to repeat it, T would
on this occafion. I think you are very happy
that you are out of the Fray, and I]w pe all
your unde ertakings will turn to the bet
count for it.
You fee how I prefume on your friendfhip in
taking all this freedom with you: ButI alrea-
dy Tancy that we have lived many years toge-
ther in an unreferved conver ffmcm and that

-

t.

we may do fo many more, I the ﬁnc::r:- wifh

of Your, &c.

To Mr. ApDISON.
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OUR laft is the more obliging,

hints at fome little niceties in my con-

duc, which your candour and affection prompts

you to recommend to me, and W hich (fo tri-
3 The notes to his tranflation of Homer.
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vial as things of this nature feem) are yet of
no {light confequence, to people whom every .
body talks of and every body as he pleafes.
“I's a fort of Tax that attends an eftate in Par-
naffus, which is often rated much higher than
in proportion to the fmall poffeffion an author
holds. For indeed an author, who is once
come upon the town, is enjoy’d without being
thanked for the pleafure, and fometimes ill-
treated by thofe very perfons who firft debauch-
ed him. Yet, to tell you the bottom of my
heart, I am no way difpleafed that I have of-
fended the violent of all parties already ; and |
at the fame time I affure you confcientioufly, I
feel not the leaft malevolence or refentment
againft any of thofe who mifreprefent me, or
are diffatisfied with me, This frame of mind
is fo eafy, that I am perfectly content with my
condition,
As I hope, and would flatter myfelf, that
you know me and my thoughts fo entirely as
never to be miftaken in either, fo ’tis a plea-
{ure to me that you guefs'd fo right in regard
to the author of that Guardian you mentioned.
But Iam forry to find it has taken air, that I haye
fome hand in thofe papers, becaufe I write fo
very few as neither to deferve the credit of
fuch a report with fome people, nor the difre-
pute of it with others, An heneft Jacobite |
{poke '
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fpoke to me the {enfe or nonfenfe of the weak
part of his party very fairly, that the good peo-
ple took it ill of me, that I writ with Steele,
tho’ upon never fo indifferent fubjects. This,
I know, you will laugh at as well as I do ; yet
I doubt not but many little calumniators and
perfons of four difpofitions will take occafion
hence to befpatter me. I confefs I fcorn nar-
row fouls, of all parties, and if I renounce my
reafon in religious matters, I'll hardly do it in
any other.

I can’t imagine whence it comes to pafs that
the few Guardians 1 have written are {o gene-
rally known for mine : that in particular which
you mention I never difcovered to any man but
the publifher, till very lately : yet almoft every
body told me of it.

As to his taking a more Politic turn, I can-
not any way enter into that fecret, nor have I
been let into it, any more than into the reft of
his politics. Tho’ ’tis faid, he will take into
thefe papers alfo feveral fubjects of the politer
kind, as before: But, Iaflure you, as to my-
felf, I have quite done with them for the fu-
ture. The little I have done, and the great
refpect I bear Mr. Stecle as a man of wit, has
rendered me a fufpected Whig to fome of the
violent; but (as old Dryden faid before me)
tis not the violent I defign to pleale.

I gene-




LETTERS To.axD

I generally employ the mornings in painting
u;*h Mr. ]u vas *,-and the evenings in the con-
verfation of fuch as I think can moft improve
my.mind, of whatever denomination they are.
I ever muft fet the higheft value upon men of
truly grcat? that is honeft principles, with equal
capacities.  The beft way I know of over-
coming . calumny and mifconftrucion, is by a
‘vigorous pellrzvewncc in every thing we know
to be right, and a total negle& of all that can
enfue from it. ’Tis partly from this maxim
that I depend upon your friendfhip, becaufe I
believe it will do juftice to my intention in every
thing ; and give me leave to tell you, that (as
the world goes) t}m 1s no {mall affurance I re-
pofe in you. I am Your, &¢.
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To Mr. Abpp1son.
Decoty, 1713,
Have been lying in wait for my own ima-
oination, this week and more, and watch-
ing what thoughts came up in thfﬁ ‘i:‘."'hil‘l of the
fancy, that were worth communicating to you
in a letter. But I am at length convinced that

3 See the rp‘u 1€ 1O NI in Vel 1\.j writ about this time. P.
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