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mite may perform in his kingdom of a grain
of duft, within his life of fome minutes ; and
of how much lefs confideration than even this,
is the life of man in the fight of God, who
is from ever, and for ever?

Who that thinks in this train, but muft fee
the world and its contemptible grandeurs, leflen
before him at every thought ? *Tis enough to
make one remain ftupify’d in a peize of in-
action, void of all defires, of all defigns, of all
friendfhips.

But we muit return (thro’ our very condition
of being) to our narrow felves, and thofe things
that affect ourfelves : our pafiions, our interefts
flow in upon us, and 1111phi!ui’bphi;fc us into
mere mortals. - For my part, -1 never  return
fo much into myfelf, ‘as when I think of you,
whofe friendthip is one of the beft comforts 1
have for the infignificancy of myfelf. Iam
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To Mr. ADpisoN.

Jan. 30, 1713414
OUR letter found me very bufy in my
grand undertaking, to which I muft whol-
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ly give myfelf up for fome time, unlefs when I
{natch an hour to pleafe myfelf with a diftant
converfation with you and a few others, by
writing. 'Tis no comfortable profpe@ to be
refle@ing, - that fo long a fiege as that of Troy
lies upen my hands, and the campagne above
half over, before I have made any progrefs.
Indeed the Greek fortification upon a nearer ap-
proach does not appear fo formidable as it did,
and I am almoft apt to flatter myfelf, that Ho-
mer {ecretly feems inclined to a correfpondence
with me, in letting me into a good part of his
intentions. 'There are, indeed, a fort of un-
derling auxiliars to the difhculty of a work,
call’d Commentators and Critics, who wonld
frighten  many people by their number and
bulk, and perplex our progrefs under pretence
of fortifying their author. Thefe lie very low
in the trenches and ditches they themfelves
have digged, encompafled with dirt of their
own heaping up; but, I think, there may be
found a method of coming at the main works
by a more fpeedy and gallant way than by min-
ing under ground, that is, by ufing the poeti-
cal engines, wings, and flying over their heads®.

@ There is a flrange con- | keep the ignorant out, fome- '
fufion in this long continued | times to let them in, and
metaphor : fometimes the | fometimes only to quibble

fortifications fpoken of areto | with, as-in the words [#n-
! P ?
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While T am engaged in the fight, I find you
are concerned how I fhall be paid, and are {o-
licitous that I may not have the ill fate of many
difcarded Generals; to be firft envied and ma-
lign’d, then pu]mps praig’d,  and laftly neg-
lected. The former (the f_onﬂant attendant
upon all great and laudable enter prizes) Ihave
already f_u\cnemed Some have faid I am not
4 mafter in the Greek, who either are {o them-
felves or are not: if they are not, they can’t
tell ; and if they are, they can’t witl hout hav-
ing catechiz’d me. But if they can read (for;
I know, fome critics can, and others cannot)
there are fairly lying before them fome fpe{:l—
mens of my tranflation from this Author in
the Mifcellanies, which they are heartily wel-
. come to. T have met with as much m: nho Tity
another way, fomecalling mea 'l :J:‘<.', *J\':.mh,
‘the heads of that party hav
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late with my lord Hallifax’s w'_mmge. How
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much more natural a conclufion might be
formed, by any good-natured man, that a per-

fon who has been well ufed by all fides, has

der pretence of fortif; ing their | tors are to be abufed, and

awthor. ! 11 t it is no matter. | any thing ferves to do that.
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been offenfive to none.  This miferable age is
fo funk between animofities of Party and thofe
of Religion, that I begin to fear, moft men
have Politics enough to make (thro® violence)
the beft {cheme of government a bad one : and
Belief enough to hinder their own falvation. I
hope for my own part never to have more of
either than is confiftent with common Juftice
and Charity, and always as much as becomes
a Chriftian and honeft man. Tho’ I find it an .
unfortunate thing to be bred a Papift here,
where one is obnoxious to four parts in five as
being {o too much or too little ; I{hall yet be eafy
under both their miftakes, and be what I more
than feem to be, for I fuffer forit. God is my
witnefs that I no more envy you Proteftants your
places and pofleffions, than I do our Priefls, their
* charity or learning. Iam ambitious of nothing
but the good opinion of good men, on both
fides ; for I know that one virtue of a free {pi-
rit is worth more than all the virtues put to-
gether of all the narrow-foul’d people in the
world, Tam

Your, &ec. |
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