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LB A== XV
To Mr. AbDbD1soN.

Oc¢t. 10, 1714.

A
I Have been acquainted by * one of my friends,
who omits no opportunities of gratifying
me, that you have lately been pleas’d to fpeak
of me in a manner which nothing but the real
refpect 1 have for you can deferve. May I hope
that fome late malevalencies have loft their ef-
fect ? indeed it is neither for me, nor my ene-
mies, to pretend to tell you whether I am
your friend or not ; but if you would judge by
probabilitics, I beg to know which of your
poetical acquaintance has fo little intereft in
pretending to be {o? Methinks no man fhould
queftion the real friendfhip of one who de-
fires no real fervice. Iam only to get as much
from the Whigs, as I got from the Tories, that
is to fay, Civility ; being neither fo proud as to
be infenfible of any good office, nor fo hum-
ble, as not to dare heartily to defpife any man
who does me an injuftice,
I will not value myfelf upon having ever
guarded all the degrees of refpect for you: for
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(to fay the truth) all the world fpeaks well of
you, and I fhould be under a neceflity of doing
the fame, whether I car’d for you or not.

As to what you have faid of me, I fhall ne-
ver believe that the author of Cato can fpeak
one thing and think another. As a proof that
¥ account you fincere, T beg a favour of you :

It is, that you would look over the two firft

books of my tranflation of Homer, which are

in the hands of my Lerd Hallifax. I am fen-

fible how much the reputation of any poctical

work will depend upon the character you give i
it : ’tis therefore fome evidence of the truft I
repofe in your good-will, when I give you this
opportunity of {peaking ill of me with juftice;
and yet expect you will tell me your trueft
thoughts, at the fame time that you tell others
your moft favourable ones.

I have a farther requeft, which T muft prefs
with earneftnefs. My bookfeller is reprinting
the Eflay on Criticifm, to which you have done
too much honour in your Spectator of N° 253,
The period in that paper, where you fay, “ 1
¢ have admitted fome ftrokes of ill-nature into
“ that Effay;” is the only one I could wifh |
omitted of all you have written ; but T would |

not defire it thould be {o, unlefs T had the me- _l
rit of removing your objection. I beg you but
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to point out thofe firokes to me, and, you may
be affured, they fhall be treated without mercy.

Since we are upon proofs of fincerity (which
I am pretty confident will turn to the advan-
tage of usboth in each other’s opinion) give me
Jeave to name another paflage in the fame Spec-
tator, which 1 wifh you would alter. It is
where you mention an obfervation upon Ho-
mer’s Verfes of Sifyphus’s Stone, as * never ha-
ving been made before by any of the Critics:
I happened to find the fame in Dionyfius of
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catife, Tlegs CUDIETEWG CUOURTEY,

Halicarnaffus’s Tt
who treats very I.CJ upon thefe verfes. 1

know you wiil think fit to- foften your ex-
prefiion, when you fee the paffage ; which you
muft needs have read, though it be fince flipt
out of your memory. I am, with the utmoit
efteem, Your, &c.

June 8, 1714s
HE queftion you afk in relation to Mr.
Addifon and Philips, T {hall anfwer in a
2 Thefe words are fince | dition, but were extant inall

left out in Mr. Tickel’s E- | dur ing Mr. Addifon’slife. P.
T 4 few
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