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rroM SEVERAL PERSO NS. 2%9
to point out thofe firokes to me, and, you may
be affured, they fhall be treated without mercy.

Since we are upon proofs of fincerity (which
I am pretty confident will turn to the advan-
tage of usboth in each other’s opinion) give me
Jeave to name another paflage in the fame Spec-
tator, which 1 wifh you would alter. It is
where you mention an obfervation upon Ho-
mer’s Verfes of Sifyphus’s Stone, as * never ha-
ving been made before by any of the Critics:
I happened to find the fame in Dionyfius of

=g Bl /2 : .
catife, Tlegs CUDIETEWG CUOURTEY,

Halicarnaffus’s Tt
who treats very I.CJ upon thefe verfes. 1

know you wiil think fit to- foften your ex-
prefiion, when you fee the paffage ; which you
muft needs have read, though it be fince flipt
out of your memory. I am, with the utmoit
efteem, Your, &c.

June 8, 1714s
HE queftion you afk in relation to Mr.
Addifon and Philips, T {hall anfwer in a
2 Thefe words are fince | dition, but were extant inall

left out in Mr. Tickel’s E- | dur ing Mr. Addifon’slife. P.
T 4 few
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few words. Mr. Philips did exprefs himflf
with much indignation againft me one evening
at Button’s Coffee-houfe (as I'was told) fay-
ing, that I was enter'd into a cabal with Dean
Swift and others to write againft the Whig-
Intereft, and in particular to undermine his own
veputation, and that of his friends Steele and
Addifon: but Mr, Philips never opened his
lips to my face, on this or any like occafion,
tho” I was almoft every night in the fame room
with him, nor ever offer’d me any indecorum.
Mr. Addifon came to me a night or two after
Philips had talk’d in this idle manner, and af- @
fur’d me of his difbelief of what had been faid,
of the f}‘icndih:'p we fhould always maintain,
and defir’d T would fay nothing further of it
My Lord Hallifax did mie the honour to {tir
in this matter, by {peaking to feveral people to
obviate a falfe afperfion, which might have done

me no fmall prejudice with one party. How-
ever Philips did all he could fecretly to conti-
nue the report with the Hanover Club, and
kept in his hands the {ubfcriptions paid for me
to humn, as Secretary to that Club. The heads
of it have fince given him to underftand, that
they take it ill ; but (upon the terms I ought |
to be with fuch a man) I would not atk him

for this money, but commiffion’d one of the

L {1 L 1. it L h
layers, his equals, to receive it. 'This is the
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whole matter 5 but as to the fecret grounds @ of
this malignity, they will make a very pleafant
hiftory when we meet. Mr. Congreve and fome
others have been much diverted with it, and
moit of the gentlemen of the Hanover Club
have made it the fubje¢t of theirridiculeon their
Secretary, It isto this management of Phi-
lips, that the world owes Mr. Gay’s Paftorals.
The ingenious author is extremely your fer-
vant, and would have comply’d with your kind
invitation, but that he is juft now appointed Se-
cretary to my Lord Cla rendon, in his embafly
to I-Lnoven.

I am fenfible of the zeal and friendfhip with
which, I am fure, you will always defend your
friend in his abfence, from all thofe little tales
and calumnies, which a2 man of any genius or
merit is born to. I fhall never complain while
I am happy in fuchnoble defenders, and in {uch
contemptible opponents.  May their envy and
ill-nature ever increafe, to the glory and plea-
fure of thofe they would inju c; may they re-
prefent me what they will, as long as you think
me, what I am,

Your, &c.
* They were Mr. Pope’s | lips’s Paftorals, in the Guar

writing the ironical compa- | dian.
rifon between his and Phi-
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