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LETTER XVIIIL

July 13,1714

Y O U mention the account I gave you fome

time ago of the things which Philips faid
in his foolithnefs: but I can’t tell from any
thing in your letter, whether you received a
long oné from me about a fortnight fince.. It
was ‘principally intended to thank you for the
laft obliging favour you did me; and perhaps
for that reafon you pafs it in filence, I there
launch’d into fome account of my temporal af-
fairs, and intend now to give you fome hints
of my {piritual.  ‘The conclufion of your let-
ter draws this upon you, where you tell me;
you prayed for me. Your proceeding, Sir, 13
contrary to that of moft other friends, who ne-
ver talk of praying for a man after they have
done him a fervice, but only when they will
do him none.- Nothing can be more kind than
the hint you give me of the vanity of human
{ciences, which, I affure you, I am daily more |
convinced of ; and indeed I have, for fome years
paft, look’d upon all of them no better than
amufements. To make them the ultimate end |
of our. purfuit, is a miferable and fhort am- |
bition, which will drop from us at every little
difappointment here, and even, n cafe of no «
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difappointments here, will infallibly defert us
hereafter. | ‘Thé utnioft fame they are capable
of beftowing, 15 never wor th the pains they
coft us, :md the time they lofe us. If you at-
tain the top of your defites that way, all thole
who envy you will do you harm ; and of thofe
who admuc you, few wnl do you good. The
unfuccefsful writers are your declared enemies,
and Prohab ly the fucce fsful your fecret ones:
for thofe hate not more to be excell’d, than
thefe to be rival’d : And at the upthot, after a
life of perpetua L application, youreflect that you
have been doing nothing for yourfelf, and that
the fame or lefs induftry mwht have gain’d you
friendthip that can never dCCEl.Vl?. or end, a
atisfaction, which praife cannot beftow nor
vanity feel, and a glory, which (tho’ in one
refpect like fame, not to be had till after death)
yet {hall be felt and enjoy’d to eternity.” Thefe,
dear Sir, are unfeignedly my fentiments, when-
ever I think at all + for half the things that em-
ploy our heads de {erve not the name of thoughts,
they are only ftronger dreams of 11‘1‘lplt‘f‘OHS
upon the imagination ; our {chemes of govern-
ment, our {yftems of philofophy, our Uol(len
worlds of poetry, are all but {o many ﬂndowy
images, and airy profpects, which arife to us
but fo much the livelier and more frequent, as
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we are more overcaft with the darknefs, and
difturbed with the fumes, of human vanity.

The fame thing that makes old men willing
to leave this world, makes me willing to leave
poetry, long habit, and wearinefs of the fame
track.  Homer will work a cure upon me; fif-
teen thoufand verfes are equivalent to fourfcore
years, to make one old in rhyme: and I fhould
be forry and athamed, to go on jingling to the
laft ftep, like a waggoner’s horfe, in the fame
road, and o leave my bells to the next filly
animal that will be proud of them. That man
makes a mean figure in the eyes of Reafon,
who is meafuring fyllables and coupling rhymes,
when he thould be mending his own foul, and
fecuring his own immortality. If T had not
this opinion, I fhould be unworthy even of
thofe fmall and limited parts which God has
given me ; and unworthy of the friendthip of
fuch 2 man as you. Iam

Your, &c.

I B 458 KR - XIX.
July 25, 1714,
Have no better excufe to offer you, that I
.have omitted a tafk naturally fo pleafing to

me as converfing upon paper with you, but
that
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